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THE NEW MAYOR OF TRUCKVILLE the mere mention of the name is enough to instill fear. The Next 
Generation Dodge Ram. Do not make this truck angry. Because in a town called Truckville, this truck is “The Man” 
e Squash any hint of inadequacy with big 17-inch wheels or feed a superiority complex with optional polished 
aluminum 20-inchers © This truck only looks unstoppable. Its massive wheels hold the largest four-wheel disc brakes in 


the class* @ Even safetywise, Ram comes off with an attitude. It’s the only full-size. pickup in its class* to offer supple- 


*Automotive News, full-size pickups, half-ton light-duty models. **Always use seat belts. Remember, a backseat is the safest place for children 12 and under. 
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mental side curtain airbags** @® Own the 


aS 


road with Magnum” power or just carve 
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off a few corners for yourself with 


DODGE 


precise rack-and-pinion steering. Call 


_800-4ADODGE or visit www.4adodge.com 


mh 


GUIDE 


" ee i 
WW Welvguide.com 





Director, Editorial Development: 
Jay Gissen 


Executive Editor: Robert Edelstein 
Managing Editor: Eric Feil 
Design Director: Maxine Davidowitz 
Photo Director; Hazel Hammond 
Art Director: David Speranza 


Senior Editors: Michael Davis, 
Suzanne Gerber 


Development Editor: 
Marc Lichter 


Assistant Managing Editor: 
Consuela Golden 


Director;Editorial Research: 
Michael Fell 


Copy Chief: Steven Pearl 


Executive Director, 
Prepress & Advertising Production: 
Lori Murphy 


Research Chief: Robin Honig 
Photo Editor: Stacey Emenecker 


Art Production Manager: 


Angel Gonzalez Jr. Director, Production Operations: 


Associate Research Chief: tlc 


Scott Wald 


Associate Editors: 
Mandi Bierly, Tina. Hwang 


Assistant Art Director? Laura White 


Associate Art Production Manager: 
AUC Te) 


Copy Editors: John Guida, 
Corey Sabourin, Jay Wilkins 


Researchers: Sharon Edry, 
Stephanie Jo Klein, Matthew Larson, 
David Nemetz, Erin Podolsky, 
Dan Roberts, Danny Spiegel 


Director, Single Copy Marketing: 
Andy Lavery 


Senior Production Manager: 
Robert Juliano 


Director, Transportation: John Avella 


Prepress Quality Control: 
Barry Mushrush 


Director, Media Relations: 
Lauren Melone (212-852-7336) 


Publicity Manager: 
Ben Grossman (212-852-7464) 


‘Published by TV Guipe Magazine Group, Inc., 100 Matsonford Road, Radnor PA 19088. Send correspondence to Box 500, Radnor, PA 19088. 
Copyright © 2002 by TV GuipE Magazine Group. No material may be reprinted without permission of the copyright owner. 


NASCAR 2002 








EDS/ALLSPORT; GREG CRISP/SPORTSCHROME 


OBERT LABERGE/ALLSPORT 


WSPORT; M. DAVID LE 


CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: DAVID MADISO 
NIGEL KINRADE; SOUTHERN MOTORACIN 





Who are the hottest rookies 
and rivals of the new 
Winston Cup season? 
Will Bobby Labonte and 
Jeff Burton regain their 
winning forms in 2002? 
And when asked which 
driver “failed to live up to 
expectations” in 2001, did 
top racers name names? 
Also: Both Dodge and 
Michael Waltrip hope for 
many happy returns as the 
tour begins in cee 





Pictures that define the 
extraordinary 2001 season. 





he apie sf Dale 
Earnhardt’s death will for- 
ever be felt by the sport 
and the fans who love it. 


\ MOVEMENT 
A new generation of 
drivers is ready to lead 
Winston Cup racing into 
its fast future. 









a” ty @ 

With championship No. 4, 
Jeff Gordon can count 
himself among history's 
all-time best. 





This diverse team helps 
determine the direction in 
which NASCAR moves. 





A close-up of ie Fox and 
NBC redefined the way 
we watch stock-car racing. 


Ten years ise 1992tres 
mains NASCAR's best and 
most bittersweet season. 






ATIONS 

Some of racing’s top stars 
pay tribute to the mentors 
who keep them on track. 





These 10 Cup events truly 
test the mettle (and metal) 
of every driver. 





WILD RIDE DOWN 
MEMORY LANE 
Before the millions in prize 
money and the billions in 
TV revenue, such early 
legends as Junior Johnson 
gave NASCAR fans more 
bang for their bucks. 


DRIVING FORCE 
One thing truly inspires 
Kyle Petty: the chance to 
prove his son Adam 
would have been a winner. 





LADY IN WAITING 
Shawna Robinson won't 
stop running until she 
becomes NASCAR's first 
female superstar. 


2002 VIEWERS’ 
GUIDE 

Featuring our predictions 
for the Top 25 Winston 
Cup drivers and the best 
of the rest, Cup track facts, 
2001 performance chart, 
2002 lineup and full Cup 
schedule. Plus: the Busch 
Grand National schedule 
and top BGN drivers. 


Cover: Len Irish for TV GuIDE 
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DALE EARNHARDT JR. 
ON DALE EARNHARDT 
A CHAMPION'S SON 
TELLS HIS TALE OF 
TRIUMPH OVER 
TRAGEDY ON THE EVE OF 
THE DAYTONA 500 





GET BOTH DALE EARNHARDT 
AND DALE EARNHARDT JR. 


MISSED THIS ISSUE ON THE NEWSSTAND? 
LOG ON TO THE TV GUIDE STORE (shop tvquide.com) 
OR CALL |-888-TVGUIDE 10 ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY! 


Wheels of 
Fortune 


One year later, 
Michael Waltrip 
looks back on 

the sport’s most 
bittersweet victory 


he only thing that didn’t 
undergo radical change for 
Michael Waltrip last year 
was his Daytona 500-winning No. 
15 car, which, by tradition, spent 
the season parked at the Daytona 
USA museum. Returning to the 
scene of his greatest triumphs— 
and saddest memory-is sure to be 
hard for Waltrip, who lost his friend 
and car owner, Dale Earnhardt, last 
year at the race. But he’s looking 
forward to reuniting with that auto 
and prepping for the event. 
Daytona was the setting for Wal- 
trip’s 2001 successes: the victory 
in the 500 (his first Cup win after 
468 tries) and a runner-up finish to 
teammate Dale Earnhardt Jr. at the 
Pepsi 400 in July. At the time, 
Junior's win seemed too perfect for 
some (he denied accusations of a 
fix); today, Waltrip focuses on the 
positive aspect of the race. “It was 
a chance to celebrate and experi- 
ence unbridled joy,’ he says. 
That joy continues, thanks to a 
vote of confidence from Dale >. 


CY JARIZ/NEWSPORT 
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(continued) 
Earnhardt Inc., 
despite a disap- 
pointing season. 
Now, with the slate 
wiped clean and 
his car nearly back 
in his possession, 
Waltrip is ready to 
return to the track 
he loves best. 
“That place was 
always a part of 
my life,’ he says, 
recalling the days 
when he’d go with 
the family to watch 
big brother Dar- 
rell’s battles there. 
“And now, after 
winning the Day- 
tona 500 and los- 
ing a friend, it’s 
just a bigger part” 
—Robert Edelstein 


Off Seasons 





Why preseason 
picks Bobby Labonte and 
Jeff Burton couldn't get 


up to speed in 2001 


t the end of the 2000 season, few drivers were wearing bigger 
Aer than Bobby Labonte or Jeff Burton. With Labonte clear- 
ing shelf space for his first Winston Cup Series championship 
trophy and Burton, lead dog in the Roush Racing pack, already onto 
the scent of a title of his own, both appeared positioned for contin- 
ued success in 2001. 

But as the season got under way, the smiles began to fade. Fin- 
ishing 19th at Daytona in the season opener, Burton followed with a 
37th at Rockingham, a 39th at Las Vegas, a 30th at Atlanta and an 
18th at Darlington. After five races, the team was 35th in points and 
didn’t crack the Top 20 until after the 14th points race of the season. 

“There is no one thing we can blame for our problems,’ Burton 
says. “There were times we weren't fast enough, times we couldn't 
avoid accidents and times we couldn't avoid mechanical problems’ 

Labonte’s tumble was less dramatic but just as frustrating. The 
defending Cup champ got caught up in “the big wreck” at Daytona 
and finished 40th. The next six races were littered with disappoint- 








NASCAR expands one-race, 
one-engine rule; allows oil changes 
only after 3,000 miles 





Labonte hopes 
POM ala 
on track in 2002. 


Gordon stops the boos, 
goes winless in 2002 





ing finishes of 29th, 33rd and 42nd, and Labonte didn’t visit victory 
lane until July—20 races into the season. 

“In 2000, we were focused on winning the championship and not 
on getting better,’ explains Labonte. “I think that put us behind a few 
teams going into 2001” 

Another notable problem was the new tire compounds distrib- 
uted across the board by Goodyear. “They really threw us for a loop,’ 
Labonte says. “After winning [in 2000], we felt like we had things 
right and didn’t really want to change, but the new tires forced us to 
make adjustments to the car and to my driving style” 

Showing his philosophical side, Labonte adds, “We can't say [last 
year was] bad. It’s all a learning experience, and that year was just a 
little more difficult. That doesn’t mean we didn't like it. But once you 
win, anything less is not as good.’ —Erik Arneson 





Elliott bolts Daytona 500: 
“A voice told me to get out of the car” 





“It's Miller time!” 
Wallace wins, buys round for 
Daytona 500 house —Jim Melaurin 
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o mark its return 

to Winston Cup 

racing after 
nearly two decades 
away, Dodge 
painted the town 
red at its coming- 
out party at the 
2001 Daytona 500. 
Scarlet billboards 
and banners left no 
doubt that Dodge 
was back in town. 
And although Dodge 
swept the top three 
starting spots, it 











The Intrepid lived 
up to its name in its 
first season hack. 


oversaw the return, 


days to get 10 cars 
running. The Intre- 


machine, showing 
an instinctive flair 
for the most daunt- 
ing tracks and 
sweeping all four 
poles at Daytona 


would be another 
six months before it 
toasted an actual 
win in victory lane. 


Dodge had and Talladega. 
stepped away from Thanks to a mid- 
direct factory season rules change 


that added more 
downforce, the 
Intrepid performed 
especially well on 
bigger tracks. 

At season’s end, 
Dodge executives, 
team owners and 
drivers were giddy 


involvement with 
Winston Cup in the 
1970s, citing a slug- 
gish economy. But 
last year, with the 
sport booming, 
Dodge decided to 
jump back in. Three- 
time-champion crew 


chief Ray Evernham 


and he had just 500 — 


pid proved a worthy 


over the results and 
ready for 2002. “I’m 
a tough grader,’ 
says Evernham, “but 
we’ve accomplished 
a lot and I feel we’re 
on the right track” 

This season, 
Dodge hopes to 
upgrade its short- 
track game and 
toward that end has 
signed hard-charging 
Jimmy Spencer. 
“We couldn’t be 
prouder of the per- 
formance the first 
year,’ says Bob 
Wildberger, a Dodge 
Motorsports execu- 
tive. “Having said 
that, this is one of 
those sports where, 
if we step back for 
one second to savor 
that, the world will 
Pass you by.” 

—-Liz Clarke 


Hollywood Takes Stock 


celebr ities 





From Britr 





x 





ver since Elvis and Richard Petty costarred 

in Speedway back in 1968, NASCAR 

has been a part of Hollywood. The King 
and the King—it seemed perfect. Yet stock- 
car racing always managed to stay just 
below the celebrity radar. 

The entertainment industry related to 
the sport's appeal—the speed, the danger, the 
drama—but never really embraced the appar- 
ent bond. This isn’t to say racing went 
unrecognized in showbiz. David Letterman 
has traditionally booked the winner of the Day- 
tona 500 as a guest. Days of Thunder made 
more than $80 million, and not just because 
of Tom and Nicole. NASCAR held its 50th- 
anniversary party in L.A. in 1998, and Oliver 
Stone handed out a Lifetime Achievement 
award to King Richard. The family of Farscape's 
Ben Browder owns and races cars in the Busch 
series. Chuck Norris backs his son Eric, a dri- 
ver, for Norris Racing. And the late, great 
Dale Earnhardt didn’t get a guest spot on King 
of the Hill because of his accent. 


CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: DAVID TAYLOR/ALLSPORT; GEORGE TIEDEMANN/GT IMAGES; AP/WIDE WORLD 
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Butin 2001, the fastest-growing 
sport in America seemed to 
become, dare we say it, the “in 
spot” Dale Jr. introduced Linkin 
Park atthe 2001 MTV Video Music 
Awards. Pop pitchgirl Britney 
Spears shouted, “Gentlemen, start 
your engines,” at last year's 
Pepsi400.NBC putnotone 4. 
but two NASCAR TV 
series into develop- 
ment (one from Dri- 
ven star Sly Stallone). 

Who knows? If ratings 
continue at the pace of last 
year’s nearly 30-percent rise, \ | 
we could see George Clooney | 
working the pits—or remaking \ 
Speedway. —Scott Barwick ' 


Talk ahout crossover appeal: 
Britney helped rev up fans at 
last year’s Pepsi 400. 
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Jeff Gordon and 
Tony Stewart aren’t 
exactly fast friends 


ony Stewart isn’t likely to be on Jeff Gor- 
T don’s Christmas party list, and Gordon may 
not be asked to Stewart's birthday bash. 
Butthe bad blood that supposedly exists between 
the two doesn'trun as deep as one might believe. 


441M NOT GOING TO GIVE 
UP ANYTHING ON THE TRAC 
AND NEITHER IS HE? 


“| have a lot of respect for Jeff” Stewart 
says. “He’s a hard racer who wants to win as 
badly as | do. I'm not going to give up anything 
on the racetrack, and neither is he, which can 
lead to disagreements. But that happens with 
every driver at some point in time? 


SSS NS " 
DAA 











Granted, the two have had their dustups. 
They fought over real estate at Watkins Glen 
in 2000, and after Gordon bumped his way 
around Stewart on the last lap at Bristol in 2001, 
Stewart went and spun Gordon on pit road after 
the race. But that’s where the head-butting ends. 

“He's a tremendous talent; Gordon con- 
cedes, “and we probably live different lifestyles 
and have different opinions, But as competi- 
tors, we've got a lot of respect for each other’ 

Of the “rivalry,’ Stewart says: “The only 
people who say there is one between us are 
the media, who want to make something of our 
run-ins. There are 36 races a year. If everyone 
held agrudge every time something happened, 
then everyone in this garage area would hate 
each other. When something happens, you talk 
about it, then it’s done and over with? 

Still, don't expect either guy to check his 
mailbox for that invite. -JM 
















Earning Their Stripes 


Jimmie hanks to Tony Stewart and Kevin Harvick, “rookie of the year” status 
Johnson has taken on increased significance in recent years. Due to their 


and success, that title now brings heightened career expectations. 

Ryan Before the first driver arrives at Daytona, this year’s rookie race will 
Newman already be under way, with Jimmie Johnson, 26, and Ryan Newman, 
goa to the 24, leading the charge. The two have plenty in common, at least on 
head of paper. They’re both backed by top car owners (Rick Hendrick and Roger 


a fast- Penske, respectively). They’ll each pilot first-rate autos. Their tutors 
moving (and teammates and car co-owners) are Winston Cup champs: Jeff 
freshman Gordon mentors Johnson, and Rusty Wallace works with Newman. 
class And most important of all, both have been groomed for this moment. 

Hendrick, who recognized greatness in Gordon years ago, had his 
eye on Johnson since the El Cajon, California, native was racing sta- 
dium trucks at 16. It wasn’t long before Hendrick was saying the young- 
ster “had the whole package”-talent, smarts, polish and intensity. “The 
two of them-Gordon and Johnson-were sitting on a couch, and | looked 
over and thought, ‘How weird! They’re so much alike,” says Hendrick. 

Meanwhile, Penske Racing South had been watching Newman, a 
phenom from South Bend, Indiana. Since signing with Penske while 
a senior at Purdue, Newman has blistered track records, gotten sea- 
soning in the Busch and ARCA Series and done well in 2001 Cup races. 

“Those guys will be armed and dangerous,’ says Don Miller, pres- 
ident of Penske Racing South. “We’ll see some magic?” —LC 





Johnson's 
future is so 
bright, he’s got 
to wear shades. 
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“Dale Earnhardt, Jr. Budweiser/MLB All-Star 
2001 Chevrolet Monte Carlo®” 











* Expertly engineered to 1:24 scale 
¢ Superior quality and exceptional detail 






Shown smaller than actual size of 8'4" long 


TaN 


The Earnhardt Legacy Continues! ease Respond Prompt 

34826-CSI 
Fes Sara oe ee ee eee 

gacy 7 MOTORSPORT EDITIONS 1 
“/o The Hamilton Collection 
9204 Center For The Arts Drive, Niles, IL 60714-1300 
Please accept my order for the “Dale Earnhardt, Jr. 
Budweiser/MLB All-Star 2001 Chevrolet Monte Carlo®.” 
The issue price is payable in three monthly installments of 
$26.65*. I need send no money now. | will be billed for my 
first installment prior to shipment. Limit: One per collector. 
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In one of the most poignant and extraordinary triumphs in racing his- 
tory, Dale Earnhardt, Jr. hit a grand slam on July 7th, 2001 at Daytona 
International Speedway®, taking the checkered flag in front of thousands 
in a dramatic finale! 

Now celebrate this thrilling victory and the Earnhardt legacy with the 
new “Dale Earnhardt, Jr. Budweiser/MLB All-Star 2001 Chevrolet Monte 
Carlo®,” a Revell-Select 1:24 scale limited-edition replica featuring Dale 


: Lae ‘ 5 " : Signature aN 
Jr's. winning “All-Star” paint scheme! Designed to pay tribute to the 














2001 All-Star game, this replica is precision-engineered down to every Res Hae 
detail and features a die-cast body, Tampo printed graphics, Goodyear 1 Address 
Eagle tires, die-cast tie rod assembly, and more! City 
This officially authorized die-cast is available only from Motorsport ! ciate Zip if 
Editions™, and our 365-Day Guarantee assures your satisfaction or your 
Telephone ( ) 





money back. Demand is expected to be strong, so reply today! 34826-F92401 


_— ©2001 HC. All Rights Reserved. NASCAR® is a registered trademark of The *Add $2.33 per installment for shipping and handling. Deliveries to FL and 
collectiblestoday.com National Association for Stock Car Auto Racing, Inc. © 2001 INC. IL will be billed appropriate sales tax. Al/ orders must be signed and are 
subject to credit approval. 


Home of Motorsport Editions™ and All Things Collectible Image of car courtesy of Action Performance Companies, Inc Nickens ek es ee a are ae I Na re za | 
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The death 
of the 
Intimidator 
inspired 
moving 
tributes 
from fans 
and friends 


The great Earnhardt 

is gone, but countless 
fans still hold 
on to their 
memories 
of the 

legend. 





Support 
System 


In NASCAR life 
after Earnhardt’s 
death, drivers must 
embrace head- 
and-neck devices 


icon in 2001: HANS and Hutchens. No 

one will speak of safety in the same way 
again. In response to a series of fatal accidents 
NASCAR mandated last October that drivers 
use special head-and-neck restraint systems. 
The HANS (head-and-neck support), a 
U-shaped device that fits behind the neck 
and over the shoulder and attaches to the hel- 
met with two straps, must be customized to a 
driver and his car. Its value in terms of safety 
has been acknowledged, but its bulk and restric- 
tiveness—and $1,800 price tag—have been 
lamented. This inspired Bobby Hutchens, GM 
of Richard Childress Racing, to create the 
Hutchens device, a series of straps that hook 


T= new terms entered the NASCAR lex- 

















Like Tony. Ste’ 
not all drivers thin 
the Hutchens device 
is a perfect fit. 














onto the helmet and existing occupant-restraint 
system. It’s less cumbersome and about $300. 

Hutchens emphasizes that there is still 
much work to be done, “It’s going to take a 
stronger seat, stronger headrests, better 
padding, a better belt system, better hel- 
mets. Everything in the cockpit around the 
driver has to be improved so we can feel our 
guys are safe when they leave pit road” —EA 


Black Sundays 


Winston Cup cir- 


raising three fingers. legends. Singer 


he moment Dale 
T Earnhardt died, 

the toasts to his 
life began. Kannapo- 
lis, North Carolina, 
his hometown, was 
flooded with flow- 
ers, cards and home- 
made items. One 
man carved a life- 
size statue of the 
Intimidator from a 
log. Others shaved 
the number 3 into 
their hair or had 
it tattooed on their 
shoulders. On the 


cuit, tracks featured 
music, video high- 
lights of Earnhardt’s 
career and moments 
of silence. 

Fox Sports chair- 
man David Hill con- 
ceived of the “Silent 
Third Lap?’ during 
which announcers 
stayed mum as cam- 
eras focused on fans 























And NBC and TNT 
adopted Hill’s idea 
when they took over 
the telecasts in July. 
The honors 
weren’t limited to 
racing. Before a 
heavyweight title 
bout in March ’01, 
Earnhardt was hon- 
ored with 10 rings 
on the bell-a tradi- 
tion usually reserved 
for deceased boxing 


* , Waltrip, a longtime 
/ friend and rival: 


Jimmy Buffett dedi- 
cated “Take Another 
Road” (with new 
lyrics) to No. 3 ata 
concert in Charlotte, 
North Carolina. Skier 
Picabo Street dubbed 
her skis “Ernies” 
Though heartfelt, 
the tributes eventu- 
ally bothered some 
drivers, even Dale Jr., 
who said they made 
it hard for him to 
focus before a race. 
Said Darrell 


“You've got to have 
closure. But nobody 
wanted to be the 
one who said, ‘That’s 
enough-we love 
Dale, we miss him, 
but it’s time to move 
on:” —Scott Fowler 
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LEATHER BLow-OutT For Men & WomEN 


NUINE LEATHER JACKETS 
MTU MUST 


Warehouse 
Direct Price 


PA 


This Unusual Offer May 
Never Be Repeated! 


Butter Soft 

Genuine Patch Fully Lined Double Stitched 

leather with Inside Throughout 
Breast Pocket 


Chest 
Protecting 
Storm Flap 


Zippered 
Hand 
Warmer 
Pockets 


Generous Snap : 
Pockets Elasticized Pipi 
Waistband nap Cuffs 


Genuine Leather Designer Jackets For Men & Women At An Unbelievable Low Price! 


Trends will come and go, but designer leather jackets like ours, are 
always “in”! Our classic black genuine patch leather jacket looks breast pocket. Also, adjustable snap-cuffs, storm flap and elasti- 
great on men and women! So roomy, warm and comfortable... you cized waist. Keep warm this winter AND look great with our gen- 


snap-pockets, two zippered handwarmer pockets, and one inside 


may never want to take it off! Double top-stitched for strength and _uine patch leather jacket! Order today — Makes an impressive 
style, fully lined for extra warmth and comfort. Two large front gift! Satisfaction Guaranteed or your money back. 


Great Demand Expected Due To Discounted Price * Order Early To Avoid Disappointment 


You're guaranteed prompt delivery! Please print: Q) One Genuine Patch Leather Jacket only $ t 
QO) SAVE-BEST OFFER! Two or more Patch Leather Jackets only $24.90 Each. 
A 95 Heavyweight Shipping and Handling per Jacket. 
is check or M.O. for (PA & NY res. add sales tax) 
Q) Visa UO MasterCard UO Discover O Am 
Account # __Exp. Date. 


Name % 


Address__ 


Please specify quantities & size. Signature 


pees wat: Direct Source, Dep. E461: 
ExtraLarge ____—sXX-Larg P.O. Box 161, Orange burg, NY 10962 


Satisfaction guaranteed or your money back. 
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Spencer gives 
Robby Gordon a 
backside close-up 
(above). Kenseth 
looks to Martin 
as a marquee 
teammate (right). 


On the Poll 


Ss to tough « qu 
nother, Win 









Asking stock-car racers to comment on fellow competitors is always a dicey 
proposition. You have to be especially careful what you say about someone 
you may soon be rubbing doors with at 180 mph. This fact, however, did 
not stop some of Winston Cup's best from being candid in responding to 
a number of poll questions we asked them to consider. Some responses 
were refreshing, others guarded; all reflected the gamut of NASCAR 
personalities—from controversial to self-deprecating to delightfully arrogant. 


lap, it would be Dale Earnhardt? 

Another consensus pick among com- 
petitors is Jimmy Spencer. Kevin Harvick and 
Kevin Lepage aren't too keen on seeing him 
in their mirrors: “He's called Mr. Excitement 
for a reason,’ points out Lepage. 

But Jeff Burton, no doubt, had the best 
answer in the garage: "I like to see all of 
them in my rearview mirror.’ 


Which driver would 
make the best teammate? 


all it wishful thinking or answering like 
a politician, but the runaway pick for this 
category was Jeff Gordon. “He knows the 
ins and outs of the sport. He’s been around 
for a long time and would help me in a lot of 
situations I’m not very good at)’ says Harvick, 


Who is the one driver 
you wouldn’t want to see 


in the rearview mirror 
during the last few laps? 


cientists might tell you that smell is the 

most potent of the senses, but to race- 

car drivers, it’s more likely sight, espe- 
cially for those who are still seeing visions of 
the Intimidator in the mirror. “Dale Earnhardt's 
driving style [was] always so good that he 
could come flying by you or bump you a little 
to get your car off balance,’ says Bobby Hamil- 
ton. John Andretti recalls actually once see- 
ing the Intimidator in his mirror at the end of 
a race he won and says he still tenses up a 
little at the memory. “l would have felt better 
if it had been any other driver but him,’ says 
Andretti. Adds Jerry Nadeau of his first win 
at Atlanta in 2000: “| never drove so hard in 
my entire life as | did those last seven laps. | 
knew if someone could pass me on the last 


even though Gordon believes Harvick doesn't 
need as much help as he thinks. 

Plenty of drivers scored high points in this 
department, with some answers understand- 
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ably going along teammate lines. Andretti 
chimed in about Kyle Petty. “Kyle is awesome,’ 
says the Petty Enterprises driver. “He really 
understands race cars, and he’s a great driver’ 
Mark Martin feels no one could top Jeff 
Burton—“because of his knowledge and 
commitment to motor sports; while Burton 
and Matt Kenseth pick Martin for his mentor- 
ing prowess. Proving that all fences are 
mended, Brett Bodine said he’d pick “either 
of my brothers, Todd or Geoff” And Nadeau 
shows some thinking outside the box when 
he replies, “I've got two great teammates in 
Jeff Gordon and Terry Labonte, but ultimately, 
if | could have one teammate, | would choose 
Ayrton Senna from Formula One racing. He 
was probably the best all-time driver. He was 
one guy | really looked up to.’ 


Who’s the driver everybody 
listens to the most? 





n what may end up as a future Winston Cup 
confrontation, most of the votes in this 
category came down to a split between Dale 
Jarrett and Jeff Gordon. Dale won by a nose. 
‘Jarrett's a great champion who paid his dues 
to get to the Winston Cup level, and his 
father [Ned] was also one of our sport's true 
gentlemen,’ explains Dave Blaney, “Dale's out- 
spoken when he needs to be and says what 
needs to be said in the right way. He has most 
of the drivers’ real respect, including mine’ 
Two of the Wallace brothers made the 
list as well; Lepage liked the fact that Rusty 
always has something good to say for the 
sport, and Ricky Craven talked up Kenny's 
winning personality, saying, “He’s always 
got everyone in stitches.” In that vein, a 
number of drivers interpreted the question 
their own way. Burton offers, “Probably me, 
because | talk all the time” But Hamilton 





44 CONGRATULATION 


DAD! YOU BEAT EVERYBODY! 


EVEN JEFF GORDON!77 


takes the cake. “They listen to nobody,’ he 
says. “We all pretty much have our own 
opinions. | don’t trust a lot of these drivers, 
just like they don’t trust me—and that is 
how our sport is.” 








What would you 
pick as the most popular 
victory of 2001? 


t's no surprise that the most-welcome visits 
to victory lane involved two wins that hon- 
ored the Intimidator. “It had to be Dale Jr. 
at Daytona,’ Kenseth says of his pals stirring 
win at the July Pepsi 400. “That was awe- 
some for him personally, and it was good for 
the sport’ Lepage agrees, calling it “closure 
to a very tough year’ Several Cup regulars, 
however, gave the nod to Harvick’s squeaker 
at Atlanta. “His victory caught everyone off 
guard, and that team totally deserved it after 
all they had gone through,’ says Hamilton. 
Harvick himself agrees. “It was my first win, 
but that was pretty inconsequential,’ he says. 
“| think it was a win for everyone involved in 
the sport. It was the kind of medicine that a 
doctor cannot prescribe” Craven also got close 
to home in his answer, which perfectly summed 
up the thrill of victory. “Of course, it’s a per- 
sonal choice, but I’m picking my win at Mar- 
tinsville because after | won, my five-year-old 
son said to me, ‘Congratulations, Dad! You beat 
everybody! Even Jeff Gordon!” 
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When Jarrett talks, 
NASCAR listens (left). 
Everyone embraced 
Earnhardt Jr. 

when he took the 
checkered flag in 

the Pepsi 400 (below). 
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Burton isn’t alone 
in thinking he 
had the most 

disappointing 2001 

(above). History 
buffs think Gordon 
is in line for another 

title in 2002 (right). 
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Which driver most 
failed to live up to 
expectations in 2001? 


eff Burton and Mark Martin—talk about 
your perfect teammates. They’re both 
honest and self-deprecating, and they set 
high goals for themselves. Apparently, they 
don't believe they met those goals last year. 
“| guess | would pick me because of the sea- 
son we've had? Martin admits. Burton, on the 
other hand, named himself and 2000 Cup 


¢4(M NOT GOING TO 
0 YOU WANT 








champ Bobby Labonte. Considering that 
Burton was a popular preseason pick for the 
title, it's not surprising that others would share 
that view. “l shouldn't be talking about this, 
but | would have to say Jeff Burton,’ Nadeau 
says. “I know Jeff was a contender for the 
championship last year, but this year he has 
struggled. I’m not saying he’s disappointed 
me, but he was my pick to win the title” 
Craven takes a much more political 
approach when he says, “l’d say every driver 
has failed to live up to expectations. Even 
when you win, you still think of ways you 
could have performed better.” As one might 
expect with the potentially controversial 
nature of this particular question, a hefty 
number of respondents decided to leave 


their answer out. Hamilton was more than 
willing to speak for that silent majority. “| am 
not going to answer that,’ he declares. “Do 
you want me to get wrecked?” 






Which driver is 

most likely to run away 
with a 2002 
championship? 





sk the drivers to name their clear-cut 
favorite pick for the title and most of 
them offer up the same answer. “Any- 
one can win next year—I think that's wide 
open,’ says Bill Elliott. “It’s too competitive to 
even start to guess,’ agrees Andretti. “It 
depends on what NASCAR does with the rule 
changes,’ says Harvick, who at least believes 
he’s got a shot. Nadeau also thinks he could 
be a contender. “Not to be cocky, but | think 
if we get our stuff together, we could be a 
threat” If Nadeau had to pick a sentimental 
choice, he’d go with Martin. “Mark Martin is 
a racer at heart, and | wouldn't want anyone 
else to win their first championship—and I'd 
like to finish a close second” 
Although Ricky Rudd, Sterling Marlin and 
Dale Jr. made the lists of those truly willing 





to name names, the more frequent choice was 
the practical one. “Obviously, the favorite is 
Jeff Gordon) says Craven. The Kid also earned 
Blaney’s vote. The consensus opinions included 
Gordon’s remarkable consistency, talent and 
deep team. But Kenny Wallace has a more 
philosophical approach here. “I'd pick Jeff Gor- 
don,’ he says. “My history teacher taught me: 
History usually repeats itself” ll 
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GET CLOSER TO NASCAR AS SPEEDVISION BECOMES THE SPEED CHANNEL. 


This February Speedvision will become the Speed Channel. All the programming you’ve known 
on Speedvision will be seen on the Speed Channel, and there’Il be much, much more. 


Now you’ll enjoy the most in-depth NASCAR Winston Cup coverage on TV. With select 

live NASCAR Qualifying, in-depth analysis on Speed News, Inside Winston Cup and 
NASCAR Winston Cup and Busch Series replays every Wednesday ane featuring expert 
commentary. Plus all NASCAR Press Conferences. 


And you won’t miss a lap of CART, Le Mans, ALMS, Speedvision World Challenge, Trans-Am, 
Grand-Am, World Rally and complete Motorcycle racing action. So make sure you’ve got the 
Speed Channel, because no one gets you closer. 





CHANNEL. 


TO GET THE SPEED CHANNEL CALL YOUR LOCAL CABLE OPERATOR OR SATELLITE PROVIDER. 
Programming subject to change. ©Speed Channel 2001. 
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During the final 
practice run at 

the EA Sports 500 

at Talladega 
Superspeedway 
back in Octoher, the 
Happy Hour was 
anything but for 
John Andretti (43), 
Rusty Wallace (2), 
Labonte (5), Jeff 
Purvis (51), Robert 
Pressley (77), 
Buckshot Jones 
(44), Schrader (36) 
(bottom, second 
from right) and 
Kevin Harvick (29) 
(bottom, far right). 





hat do NASCAR fans want from their 

sport in 2002? Lose the tabloid cover 

stories, the Playboy interviews, the in- 

fighting and the lawsuits. Give us a good old- 

fashioned, rough-and-tumble season without 

off-track controversy. And while you're at it, here 
are a few more important things for the list. 


Let’s see... 

Better safety at the tracks. Major race 
weekends have been darkened by fatalities no 
less than five times in the past two seasons. 
NASCAR has to build on the mandate for head- 
and-neck restraints and get helmets on the 
guys in the pits. It must take further action 
regarding safety features and car construction. 

An honest-to-goodness points race. 
The point system has always stressed con- 
sistency; the claim is that it yields close bat- 





tles for the championship. Yet the last gen- 
uinely close race occurred in 1997. If NASCAR 
isn't willing to change the point structure, it 
might at least consider increasing the bonus 
points awarded. 

A little fan appreciation. NASCAR got its 
megabucks TV deal, so how come fans are 
still shelling out $100 a ticket? 

Last hurrahs. The inability of Terry Labonte, 
Ken Schrader, Mark Martin and other vets to 
win races is no fun. These fortysomethings 
should get their act together or step aside 
and let the young guns play. 

Somebody new on the awards stage in 
New York. Jeff Gordon has had more than 
his share of championships—the wunderkind 
just earned title No. 4 in seven years. At his 
current rate, he'll cruise past record holders 
Richard Petty and Dale Earnhardt by the 
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time he’s 35. It would be nice for Dale Jr. or 
Tony Stewart to give the Kid a run for his 
money in 2002. 


And you can keep the... 

@ Restrictor plates. Modern technology is 
supposed to increase options to keep races 
safe and exciting, yet NASCAR's powers- 
that-be insist on touting plates as the heart 
of any solution. Hopefully the new aerodynamics 
package in place for Daytona will help ease that 
burden. NASCAR has enough gadgets for a 
James Bond movie. Let's get them on the road. 
@ Petty bickering. NBC refused to say “Lowe's” 
during arace at Lowe’s Motor Speedway because 


broken the mold; the 
sport might be a 
winner if Stewart 
could be No. 1 

in 2002; Labonte 
should leave his 
mark on the new 
season or leave the 
track altogether. 





my 44KKANSAS SPEEDWAY IS TO RACING WHAT THREE 
f RIVERS WAS TO BASEBALL AND FOOTBALL? 




















the track’s sponsor had bought no ads and 
NBC is not in the “promotion business.’ Track 
president Humpy Wheeler threatened to tow 
NBC's satellite trucks and cut their cables. It 
ended amicably, but NASCAR's Bill France Jr. 
called it all “embarrassing” The long cold war 
between Speedway Motorsports (owners of 
LMS) and NASCAR's ruling body is tiresome. 
@ Corporate speak. If a postrace inspec- 
tion shows Dale Jr’s car is shorter (thus 
faster, perhaps) than others, why does he keep 
the win? Why do certain rule changes seem 
to benefit particular manufacturers on “off 
years”? Don't ask NASCAR president Mike 
Helton. His typical comment: “NASCAR's 
policy is a 54-year work in progress. We're 
not going to react for the sake of reacting.’ 
Take a stand, Mike. 

@ Cookie-cutter tracks. By constructing new 
race venues with similar configurations, 
NASCAR is making the same mistake other 
sports made with the bland, round stadia of 
the 1970s. Kansas Speedway is to racing what 
Three Rivers was to baseball and football. 
@ Twenty weekends without a break. An 
endless stretch of Cup events from Inde- 
pendence Day through mid November is too 
long. Perhaps NASCAR could build in a week 
off here or there, so the date for a makeup 
race could be sometime other than the day 
after Thanksgiving. —-Monte Dutton 
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By the time the tour hit 
Loudon in July, the Cup 
standings were as tight 
as this mad pit scramble. 
Dale Jarrett’s UPS Ford 
won this race, but Jeff 
Gordon’s DuPont Chevy 
would soon dominate. 


A month after the 
September 11 attacks, 
UAW-GM 500 winner 
Sterling Marlin flies 
some winning colors 
during his victory lap at 
Lowe’s Motor Speedway. 


CHRIS STANFORD/ 


The most exuberant moment 
of the season came with 
Dale Earnhardt Jr.’s 
thrilling victory at the July 
Daytona race, less than 

five months after his 
father’s death at turn four. 
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Rear-tire changer Ron 
Otto and the rest of Dale 
Earnhardt’s crew found a 
reason to celebrate at 
Atlanta Motor Speedway 
in March when their new 
driver, Kevin Harvick, 
edged Jeff Gordon for 
victory in only his third 
Winston Cup race. 





Popular 2001 preseason 
pick Jeff Burton had 
to stand by and watch 
his battered No. 99 
Ford undergo repairs 
too many times—he 
was involved in wrecks 
in each of the first 
three races. The team 
eventually turned its 
year around, but Burton 
was never in contention 
for the title. 
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The frightening 16-car, 
last-lap crash at the October 
Talladega race produced 

no serious injuries (even for 
Bobby Labonte, inside the 
flipping No. 18 Pontiac), but 
the race did cause NASCAR 
to amend its rules about 
restrictor-plate events. 








GEL KINRADE; BRYAN HALLMAN/WINSTON CUP SCENE (12) 
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NASCAR will forever feel the impact of 
Dale Earnhardt’s fatal crash by Scott Fowler 


t’s still hard to believe that the crash competitors and NASCAR itself have 
happened before our eyes. One year __ had a year to react to the death of Dale 
ago, live cameras at the 2001 Daytona Earnhardt, and the changes have been 
500 followed the trail of one-two __ staggering. It’s not an exaggeration to sug- 
finishers Michael Waltrip and Dale gest that no single event has ever had 
Earnhardt Jr. as they headed toward the _ such a far-ranging effect on a particular 
finish. The race was ending in story- sport. A year ago, the HANS (Head and 
book fashion. Then we caught sight of | Neck Support) device was unknown; 
Ken Schrader’s and Dale Earnhardt’s today, a safety restraint is a NASCAR 


cars crawling toward the infield. _ requirement. Kevin Harvick, a talented 
Earnhardt’s crash that day seemed up-and-comer last year, is now a senti- 
deceptively innocuous to many viewers, mental star who’s driving his mentor’s 


but after his car bumped with Schrader’s car. And after Earnhardt’s death in the 
at 160 mph, it headed for the turn-four | tightly packed fishbowl of restrictor- 
wall—a startling collision that would plate racing at Daytona, Waltrip made the 
end his life. The gap between the bump unprecedented request before the April 
and that final contact—the time plate race at Talladega that his competi- 


Earnhardt had to “react”—was less than — tors should “take care” of each other 
four-tenths of a second. It happened in out there. And we’re not done seeing the 
the blink of an eye. shifts that will occur. “We lost our star,” 

Since that moment, fans, the media, says Dale Jarrett, a friend of Earnhardt’s. 
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“To say it’ll be the same—it’ll never be the same.” 

To the NASCAR world, Earnhardt’s fatal crash 
on February 18, 2001, was like the deaths of JFK 
and Princess Diana. The driver was so tough he 
needed two nicknames—the Intimidator and the 
Man in Black. Beloved by fans who admired his 
take-no-prisoners driving style, he died on the 2.5- 
mile track with which he’d enjoyed a love-hate 
relationship for more than 20 years. This February 
17, we’ll be seeing the first Daytona 500 without 
that familiar No. 3 since 1978. That’s hardly the 
only difference. All Cup cars will carry a crash- 
data recorder, similar to the black boxes on air- 
planes. A NASCAR medical liaison will work with 
local doctors at all races. And, most important, 
Harvick, who exceeded everyone’s expectations 
driving Earnhardt’s Chevrolet, will be wearing a 
HANS restraint. Earnhardt didn’t like the bulky 
device (“a noose,” he called it), but in the wake of 
his death, drivers began to adopt head-and-neck 
restraints in force, and in October, NASCAR finally 
mandated them. “Last year there couldn’t have been 
more than two or three drivers who wore the HANS 
or Hutchens device at Daytona,” says Ricky Rudd. 
“Now we're all wearing them.” 

The shift in thinking came as safety issues dom- 
inated the sport. NASCAR had often been derided 
for being secretive about this subject, especially 
regarding other on-track deaths including those of 
Adam Petty, Kenny Irwin and Tony Roper. But after 
Daytona, the racing organization bowed to pres- 
sure and launched its first-ever, full-scale probe 
into a driver death, a six-month investigation con- 
ducted by independent experts at a price tag of 
more than $1 million. On August 21, the Earnhardt 
report concluded that the driver had died of a basi- 
lar skull fracture caused by a blow to the back of 
the head; still, no single factor was isolated as the 
cause—including Earnhardt’s separated seat belt. 

The report included a particularly telling 
image. An in-car view provided by Johnny Benson 
let everyone see the devastating effect of a racing 
crash on a driver’s head. “A picture is worth a 
thousand words,” Rudd says. “Watching the video 
was all it took for me to get a device. Unfor- 
tunately, it took a tragedy to get us there.” 

NASCAR hopes to avoid further tragedy by 
changing rules at restrictor-plate races. Although 
Earnhardt made no secret of how much he 
despised plate racing, he was the form’s undisputed 
master. His final win came in a dramatic fashion 
when he charged from 18th place in the final five 
laps at the October 15, 2000, race at Talladega. 

One year later, a 16-car crash at the fall Talla- 
dega rate finally made NASCAR listen more care- 
fully to safety complaints. While the restrictor plates 
will remain, there’ll be a new aerodynamics package 
at Daytona. It is hoped that removing roof blades 
and making changes to rear spoilers will help the 


race strike a happy medium between being safe 
and being exciting. Additional manufacturer test- 
ing will continue during January, but drivers and 
officials seem satisfied with the step forward, 
and it should make for an interesting Daytona 500. 

That race will be watched by millions of the 
faithful and curious who tuned in to NASCAR in 
record-breaking numbers in 2001. Earnhardt died 
in the first event run under NASCAR’s $2.4 billion 
television contract with Fox and NBC, a deal that 
effectively built on the sport’s regional base. While 
Earnhardt was mourned nationally, including on the 
cover of Time magazine, new fans tuned in for 
the next 35 races, and ovations rained down on 
Earnhardt Jr. at pre-race introductions. 

“Earnhardt and Jeff Gordon were the ticket sell- 
ers,” says Humpy Wheeler, head of Lowe’s Motor 
Speedway. “In one sense it casts a pall over the 
whole thing; in another sense it automatically 
begins the creation of another [star]. Nothing drives 





ticket sales more than a young superstar.” 

With the investigation having gone on for much 
of the season, it took until autumn for the circuit to 
gain some closure. “People are finally beginning 
to tell funny stories about Dale,” says Wheeler. 

And there are plenty. Fans recall the 2000 fall 
race at Pocono, where Earnhardt was tapped near 
the finish and beaten by Jeremy Mayfield in a sig- 
nature Earnhardt move. The master was none too 
amused and made an obscene gesture at Mayfield 
on the cooldown lap. When reprimanded, Earn- 
hardt said, “I was just telling him he’s No. 1.” 

That spirit still leads people to wonder how the 
Earnhardt gap will be filled. Most likely, it won't 
be—and that may be one of the biggest changes yet. 

“He was the last red-dirt racer,” says Wheeler. 
“Last of the down-home, Lynyrd Skynyrd, Southern 
white-boy-type drivers that came out of nothing 
and made it to the top the hard way.” 

Through metal-banging victories and millions 
made as the first driver to exploit the souvenir mar- 
ket, Earnhardt’s influence is endless. “If I could 
talk to him now, I would say thanks for giving us a 
sport that we’re all really proud of,” says Jarrett. 

Many would argue that today, that goes double. i 
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by Robert Edelstein 





Kevin Harvick was 7 
when he convinced his 
5-year-old sister to race 
against him. The vehicle of 
choice for the showdown 
was the beloved Big 
Wheel, but by that age the 
auto-obsessed Harvick had 
already logged two years 
on the much swifter local 
go-cart circuit. Needless to 
say, things didn’t end well. 
“IT spun her out and 
slammed her into the 
garage door,” Harvick 
recalls with a chuckle. 
“After that, she wouldn’t 
play with me anymore.” 
Today a few stock-car 
veterans have similar feel- 
ings toward the Winston 
Cup sophomore. Some say 
that since last season, 
when Harvick inherited the 
GM Goodwrench Chevrolet 
after Dale Earnhardt’s 
death, he’s been trying to 
imitate the Intimidator. 
“Bobby Hamilton criti- 
cized us for trying to be 
like Dale, but I’ve driven 
aggressively since I was 
5,” Harvick says. “And 
you can’t replace Dale 
Earnhardt. I got hired by 
this team because I had 
some fire in me.” 
The answer to the oft- 
asked question “Who will 
replace Dale Earnhardt?” 





is, as Harvick points out, 
deceptively simple: no 
one. But in a sport whose 
current polished image 
threatens to totally eclipse 
a wilder past, longtime 
fans want their weekly 
dose of old-school style. 
Some claim Earnhardt’s 
death signaled the end 
of an era. Yet there’s a van- 
guard ready to carve its 
own history—even if that 
means carving a little metal 
off an opponent’s fender. 


hat we don’t 
want is a 
bunch of 
drivers who 

are all alike,” says Fox 
NASCAR analyst Darrell 
Waltrip, who pushed the 
envelope of aggression 
in his own driving days. 
“There will always be 
drivers who do things with 
their cars that everybody 
doesn’t approve of, and 
there will always be people 
who are smooth as silk. 
Jeff Gordon runs 500 laps 
at Martinsville and his car 
doesn’t have a scratch. 
Kevin Harvick runs those 
same 500 laps and it looks 
like he’s been in a demoli- 
tion derby. We can’t have 
all good guys; we’ve got to 
have some bad guys.” 


In addition to the 26- 
year-old Harvick, who 
earned Cup rookie of the 
year honors in 2001, two 
other drivers stand out 
among the youngsters. 
Tony Stewart, 30, contin- 
ues to butt up against the 
long list of NASCAR rules 
and restraints while man- 
aging to stay remarkably 
focused and successful on 
the track. And the long- 
acknowledged leader of 
the pack is Dale Earnhardt 
Jr., whose fluid driving 
style bears an uncanny 
resemblance to his late 
father’s. With a passion for 
a good party fueled by the 
alternative rock he loves, 
Junior is, at 27, one of the 
few drivers capable of 
attracting the next genera- 
tion of devotees. 

All three stars have 
earned the (sometimes 
grudging) respect of their 
peers: Four-time Cup 
champ Gordon singles 
them out as the most tal- 
ented drivers on the cir- 
cuit. And each is poised to 
build on breakout seasons. 
At the Cup awards banquet 
in December, Harvick, 
Stewart and Junior were 
among the Top 10 hon- 
orees. Though NASCAR’s 
leading point earners tend 





NASCAR passes the torch to a new generation 
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THERE’S A 
VANGUARD 
READY TO 
CARVE ITS 
OWN PIECE 
OF HISTORY— 
EVEN IF 
THAT MEANS 
CARVING A 
LITTLE METAL 
OFF AN 
OPPONENT’S 
FENDER 





to come from the experi- 
enced set of drivers 
who've learned the routes 
to consistent finishes, no 
one would be surprised to 
see one of this trio hoisting 
the Cup championship 
trophy come November. 
Of the three, Stewart 
has generated the most 
controversial headlines, 
receiving more than the 
average share of repri- 
mands and cautions last 
season from NASCAR’s 
ruling body. But the guy 
who angrily spun Gordon 
out during the cooldown 
lap at Bristol and knocked 
the recorder out of a 
reporter’s hand after a race 
at Daytona remains un- 
apologetic and outspoken. 
When the mandate for 
restraint safety systems 
came down from NASCAR 
before the fall race at Tal- 
ladega, the slightly claus- 
trophobic Stewart was 
outraged; he opted for the 
less-restrictive Hutchens 
device but admitted alter- 
ing its fit to suit him. This 
was around the same time 
he told ESPN.com that 
NASCAR didn’t care about 


losing drivers “because 
they know there’s other 
drivers in the wings wait- 
ing. In a way,” he said, 
“NASCAR is kind of like 
the Mafia. They can do it 
any way they want to do 
it. They know we make a 
better living doing this the 
way it is than we could 
anywhere else.” 


ehind Stewart’s 
frustration, he 
will tell you, is 
nothing more 
than a desire to win, some- 
thing he’s made a habit of 
in his three years in Cup. 
Anything that interferes 
with a victory—whether 
it’s a bump on the track or 
a slap on the wrist from the 
front office—gets his ire up. 
“T went to South Boston 
Speedway on the Saturday 
night before we were sup- 
posed to run Martinsville 
[last October] and ran a 
[United States Auto Club] 
Midget race, which is what 
I won the championship 
in in ’95,” he says. “I hadn’t 
run one since Thanksgiv- 
ing of the last year and 
I won. You would have 





thought it was the first 
time I ever won a race 
because I was that excited. 
It doesn’t matter if it’s a 
Midget, Indy car, Sprint car 
or stock car. I want to win.” 
The same can be said of 
Harvick, who exceeded all 
expectations last season 
under the most extraordi- 
nary pressures imaginable. 
Driving both the full Busch 
Series (and winning the 
championship) and, after 
taking over for Earnhardt, 
the rest of the Cup sched- 
ule, he became one of 
the sport’s most visible 
drivers. While trading a 
lead—and some paint— 
with Ricky Rudd at Rich- 
mond gained him a bit of 
fame, a little postrace 
scuttle with Chad Little at 
Darlington was a sobering 
learning experience. 
“What usually takes five 
or six years to get across to 
the fans, I’ve gotten across 
in about nine months,” 
says Harvick. “I’ve made a 
butthead out of myself on 
national TV and learned not 
to do that; I’ve opened my 
mouth when I shouldn’t 
have; and other drivers 
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have learned that I’m an 
aggressive racer—all in one 
year. Some people don’t 
like it, some people do.” 

Harvick doesn’t accept 
the notion that his push- 
comes-to-shove style is a 
rookie mistake. “If you’re 
gonna nudge, you need to 
be able to take one,” he 
says. “There’s a fine line; 
sometimes you fall on the 
side you don’t need to be 
on. You don’t know where 
the edge is until you’ve 
pushed it that far. And you 
have to, or else you won't 
beat Jeff Gordon or Ricky 
Rudd or Dale Jarrett.” 

For Earnhardt Jr., ques- 
tions of strategy and be- 
havior, of victory and loss, 
took a backseat after the 
death of his father. As fans 
continued to mourn the 
Man in Black publicly, 
the wound kept reopening. 

“Tt was obvious that all 
those tributes and the week- 
in, week-out saga of his 
father’s death affected 
his performance,” says 
Waltrip. “Even though he 
had a smile on his face 
and a cavalier attitude, 
there was no closure.” 


Dale Jr. didn’t get that 
closure until the tour 
returned to Daytona in 
July. He took some friends 
with him to visit, for the 
first time, the infamous 
spot on the track’s turn- 
four wall that he now 
calls his dad’s grave site. 

“T was like, ‘Man, this 
is where my dad was 
killed. There’s his tire 
marks, there’s where he 
went up into the wall; this 
is where it all happened,’ ” 
he recalls. “It was therapeu- 
tic. I felt like I was just going 
to see him, just to say ‘Hey,’ 
like I would if he were alive. 
And I was really happy I 
did that. It made me more 
comfortable with it. I could 
have sat there all day.” 

Instead, he returned 
days later for his extraordi- 
nary win at the Pepsi 400. 
When some drivers and 
media members expressed 
the belief that it was too 
unbelievable, that perhaps 
NASCAR had fixed the 
race, the winner bristled. 
After his angry press con- 
ference, the controversy 
died down, and he contin- 
ued about his business. 





And that business has 


been good. Junior’s actions 
off the track—including 
announcing his availability 
to a Tonight Show audi- 
ence (and getting thou- 
sands of responses from 
eager young women)— 
have secured his place as 
NASCAR's resident hot 
young superstar. On-track, 
late-2001 victories at Dover 
and Talladega proved that 
his focus had returned. 

That has to be good for 
his fellow drivers, many of 
whom—especially Stewart 
and Harvick—are still deal- 
ing with the aftereffects of 
Big E’s loss. Now this key 
trio of the future can con- 
centrate on honoring their 
biggest influence the way 
they know best: by grind- 
ing out wins and titles. 

“T feel like I’m doing 
good by him,” Junior says 
of Dad. “Getting back in 
that car and me winning, I 
know he would have been 
proud of that. There are all 
kinds of things we’ve done 
that I knew he would 
smile about. That’s been 
behind the direction of 
everything we’ve done.” Mf 

















NASCAR 2002 





Gordon’s intensity 
gives him and his team 
the look of champions. 
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Toward the end of last season, Jeff Gordon 
aAchir was busy counting his NASCAR blessings. 
een} He knew that in the history of Winston Cup, 
——" two legends—Richard Petty and Dale Earn- 
hardt—led the list with seven championship 
titles each. After that, five guys (himself 
included) remained tied at three. Gordon 
doesn’t like to be tied. M@ “There’s no doubt I'd like to be in a category of 
my own, and nobody has four,” he said, starting to laugh. “They have seven, 
but they don’t have four.” M Nobody needs to hear the words four-time 
Winston Cup champion to know that Gordon is in a class by himself. But 
winning that title in convincing fashion over Tony Stewart cements his 
singular position in racing history. ™ Gordon’s victory feels sweet 
indeed. After his 2000 rebuilding season, many believed the No. 24 
juggernaut would take much more than a few adjustments to be set right 
again. The team that eventually finished 2000 ninth in points met the 
challenge, and the Kid (who turned 30 last year) achieved a new level 
of maturity during that run, rising to become a team leader in the wake of 
mentor Ray Evernham’s departure. The timing could not have been better, 
as the driver many fans worship and many an old-school purist loves 
to hate returned to the limelight just as it grew brightest. Hi “I remem- 
ber coming into 2001 thinking, ‘Boy, this would really be a good year 
to have a good year because there are going to be a lot of eyes on the 
sport and new fans,’” he says. “You can say you want that, but every- 
body in the garage area says that.” Not everybody had Gordon’s year, 
however, and the fans who turned out in record-breaking numbers ended 
by Robert Edelstein up seeing—and celebrating—the reemergence of a familiar all-American 
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face. “He could probably be a 10-time champion,” 
says Fox analyst and three-time Cup champion Dar- 
rell Waltrip with only slight exaggeration. “Jeff is 
such a classy guy. With our sport continuing to grow 
and be under the microscope—and we've had that 
label of being a bunch of rednecks—people like Jeff 
have helped us turn the corner. It’s the mix that counts. 
We've still got guys who fit the image of the past. Dale 
Earnhardt represented the past; Jeff is the future.” 
The “future” is a hard concept to consider with 
Gordon, mainly because he’s already had one of the 
sport’s richest careers. Given that great stock-car 
drivers traditionally start collecting bigger checks as 


“?M NOT SURE 

’M THE MOST 
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_| SOMEBODY 

= BETTER OUT THERE, 
7 BUTI KNOW HOW 
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they hit 40—when stars in other big-time sports are 
preparing to retire—Gordon is perhaps a decade away 
from his prime. He’s already collected 58 checkered 
flags in only 293 Cup races, an average of one win 
per five races. By Gordon’s age, Earnhardt had only 
six of his 76 wins, while 84-time winners Bobby 
Allison and Waltrip had nine and three wins, respec- 
tively. Gordon’s potential for records is staggering. 

It certainly didn’t seem that way, however, during 
his humbling 2000 campaign. “We broke a fitting at 
Daytona the first race and remember everybody cheer- 
ing like crazy,” Gordon’s crew chief, Robbie Loomis, 
recalls with achuckle. “Before I took the job, one thing 
I thought about was, ‘There are a lot of people who 
boo [Gordon].’ AndI’m like, ‘What is it they don’t like?’ 
The bottom line is he’s a winner—in life, racing, rela- 
tionships. He’s just down-to-earth. That’s not so bad.” 


obody would have given that assessment 
in 2000 as Gordon tallied his lowest total 
of wins (three) and most finishes outside 
the Top 10 (10) since the days before 
he started claiming titles. But Gordon 
chalked up 2000 as a learning experience (especially 
after the departure of five crew members in 1999), 
a perspective that helped establish him as a greater 
decision-making force among his crew. 

“Just getting through that frustrating time and not 
allowing it to split us apart is what I’m thrilled about,” 
Gordon says. “All of us stepped up and matured at 
that time, and I tried to be more involved in the team 
and show how much I believed in them and how it 
was gonna work—whether I knew that or not. Inever 





questioned whether I wanted to be a part of this 
team, but at times I questioned my abilities.” 

The 2000 season ended on a high note—10 Top 
10’s in the last 11 races—but a field glutted with 
contenders left Gordon hardly a shoo-in for 2001. 
In only a few weeks, though, it became apparent that 
the signature properties of a Gordon championship 
mixture were in place. His win at Las Vegas in week 
three was typical: The race went on for miles with 
leads changing hands constantly, but Gordon was 
there at the end. As the year passed, wrecks would 
pile up, yet somehow that familiar car with the flam- 
ing paint scheme emerged unscathed. 

“You make a lot of your own luck,” Gordon says. 
“The decisions you make have a lot to do with that 
luck. Luck is important, but not as important as force 
of will. When you have the desire and are willing to 
sacrifice just about everything, it’s hard to beat that. 
And when you have a team where everybody has 
that desire, that can overcome a lot of other things.” 

Including skill. “I’m not so sure I’m the most skill- 
ful driver,” Gordon admits. “Tony Stewart, Dale Jr., 
Kevin Harvick—Ricky Rudd’s a heck ofa driver. There’s 
always somebody better out there, but I know how 
to get the most out of myself. And I’ve learned so 
much from so many guys. Every race, when I’m behind 
somebody, if their car is better than mine, I’m trying 
to figure out how. It doesn’t matter if it’s a rookie or 
a veteran, a guy I love or hate, I’m always learning.” 

Other drivers would love a chance to benefit 
from his experience, not to mention the resources 
and encouragement of team owner Rick Hendrick, 
who gets much credit from Gordon for the team’s 
successful run. In 2001, that run included wins in 
bunches (he was the only driver to take back-to- 
back events twice) and a victory at Kansas City, 
his third career win at an inaugural race. 

Gordon and the team also spent a great deal of 
2001 and the off-season sizing up the competition. 
Even with a healthy No. 24 camp, there are plenty 
of “more skilled” drivers ready to challenge him. 
“Also, we’ve seen these Dodges get pretty stout, 
and there’s some rule changes coming up,” he says. 

Since there are no guarantees in NASCAR, even 
Gordon’s favored status for 2002 makes the ultimate 
outcome of the season no less of an unknown. But 
barring injury, his future should be filled with 
annual runs at the championship and an assault on 
all-time records...if he keeps at it. 

“The schedule is grueling and there are times I 
want to step away from it, but there’s something that 
drives me in that car and I instantly have the desire 
to win,” he says. “Will I race till I’m 45? I don’t think 
so, but I’d like to be in a position to be able to say I’m 
45, healthy and competitive. I’ve always approached 
it one race at a time, one season ata time, one cham- 
pionship at a time. [After] four, we shoot for five.” 

After that, who knows? Eight...now that sounds 
like a nice round number. 
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The weekly traveling road show that is NASCAR makes 

37 stops in 23 cities this season, and as always, it will 
require a roving carousel of people to make it work. Few if any sports can top stock- 
car racing for its remarkable diversity of jobs and responsibilities. Roaming the pit 
roads and garages from one track to the next are engineers and executives, preachers 
and mechanics, movers and shakers and deal-makers—not to mention about 50 guys 
who know a thing or two about making left turns at 150 miles an hour. @ In the daily 
ebb and flow of the longest season (nine months) in professional sports, certain indi- 
viduals will naturally gravitate to the decision-making forefront of the sport. Because 
of their position, power or persistence, the 10 individuals profiled below have much 
to say about the vitality and flavor of major-league stock-car racing. Some of these 
men make broad-stroke decisions; others jump in when they feel a debate is needed. 
Still others work behind the scenes to broker a calm compromise. But they all share 
one quality: They carry a tremendous deal of weight in this forever-growing sport. 








BILL FRANCE JR. 

The eldest son of William H.G. France, 
the sport’s founder, is fond of talking 
about how he grew up in racing. As 
a kid, he parked cars and sold snow 
cones at Daytona International Speed- 
way. But after he succeeded his father 
as NASCAR president in 1972, the organization 
itself began to do a lot of growing up. France has 
guided the sport through a tremendous evolution 
into its present place of prominence. 

France kept the title of president until 2000, when 
he passed it on to Mike Helton. While France remains 
chairman of the board, he’s no longer responsible 
for the day-to-day details and 11th-hour decisions 
that keep NASCAR’s many arms functioning. Diag- 
nosed with cancer in 1999, he’s since been slowed 
by both the disease and its treatment. 

Despite his condition, France has the final say 
on any major NASCAR matter. There’s no ques- 
tion that he’s still a vital figure who shapes the 
overall direction of the sport, along with interna- 
tional motor sports. At the height of Tony Stew- 
art’s frustration with the powers that be last season, 
it was France who finally told the Associated 
Press, “We can handle Tony. We’re not ready for 
him to come to Daytona yet for a little powwow. 
But if it seems like something we need to do in 
the future, we will.” He remains, clearly, the ulti- 
mate power in the sport. 





MIKE HELTON 
| For Helton, timing is everything: He 


operating officer (in 1999) of NASCAR 
in the middle ofa mad rush of growth 
and controversy. In his short tenure, 
he’s already faced unprecedented chal- 








| became president (in 2000) and chief | 


lenges, particularly in the arena of safety. With the 
on-track deaths of four drivers in the past two years, 
most prominently seven-time Winston Cup cham- 
pion Dale Earnhardt, safety procedures have 
come under intense national scrutiny. In a sport 
where information was traditionally doled out on 
a need-to-know basis, the demand for answers 
became overwhelming. 

In his role as point man in answering questions 
and proposing changes, Helton’s response time has 
been deemed too slow for some critics. In these 
complicated times, he is working to strike a bal- 
ance between disseminating too much information 
and not enough. A calm but forceful man who tends 
to delay any decision until he receives exhaustive 
input from staffers and garage-area kingpins, Hel- 
ton must juggle the often opposing views of drivers, 
owners, track operators, manufacturers and sponsors. 

In his spare time, Helton has overseen the expan- 
sion of the Winston Cup schedule to major-market 
speedways near Chicago and Kansas—important 
steps as the sport continues to burnish its new 
national image. 


JIM FRANCE 

You don’t frequently see Jim France’s 
name in the newspapers, and that’s 
exactly the way he likes it. 

He may be the “quiet France,” but 
make no mistake about his power base 
in the NASCAR hierarchy. Bill Jr.’s 
younger brother is the executive vice president and 
the ultimate background voice in both NASCAR 
and the International Speedway Corporation. ISC 
is the France family—controlled corporation that 
owns and operates the majority of the tracks on 
the Winston Cup schedule; so as president, Jim 
France commands considerable territory. 
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When his brother began his battle with can- 
cer, France became a much more visible figure 
in speedway garage areas. While Bill received 
treatment, Jim became more involved in day-to- 
day decisions. 

As NASCAR vice president of corporate com- 
munications Jim Hunter puts it, “There hasn’t been 
a major decision [in the sport] in the last 15 years 
that Jim France hasn’t had his fingerprints on.” 


H.A. “HUMPY” 
WHEELER 
Speedway condominiums in the 
stands? A multimillion-dollar light- 
ing system for night racing? Such 
‘| speedway enhancements were scoffed 
{ at when Humpy Wheeler first pro- 
posed chem. Now they’re part of what makes Lowe’s 
Motor Speedway a premier track on the circuit. 
They also help explain why Wheeler, the Speed- 
way’s president and general manager, is stock- 
car racing’s preeminent promoter. 

Wheeler enjoys his well-earned reputation for 
risk-taking, innovation and bombast, and he’s 
never been afraid to insert his opinions into the 
dialogue of the moment. Take last season, when 
Wheeler became a vocal critic of NASCAR’s slug- 
gish response to safety concerns. Frustrated by 
continuing troubles associated with high-speed 
frontal-impact crashes, he pushed for the devel- 
opment of the “Humpy Bumper,” a carbon-fiber 
bumper insert designed to absorb much of the 
force of such crashes, 

Though the bumper hasn’t exactly been 
embraced by NASCAR officials, Wheeler isn’t giv- 
ing up the fight. After the death of driver Blaise 





Alexander Jr. in a brutal crash in an ARCA race 
at Lowe’s last October, he announced that solutions 
to stock-car racing’s safety problems had to be 
found quickly and that too many key people were 
“dragging their feet.” By pushing for faster and 
better solutions, Wheeler remains an important 
conscience in the sport. 


| RICHARD CHILDRESS 
In the early 1980s, Childress was a 
mediocre middle-of-the-road driver 
struggling to stay in the game. Then 
he turned his cockpit seat over to a 
young turk named Dale Earnhardt 
and in doing so, seeded a partner- 











ship that would earn six national championships 
and blockbuster business. Earnhardt forged a 
style and became a legend. Meanwhile, Childress 
became a wheeler-dealer car owner who gained 
access to top corporate boardrooms, where CEOs 
eagerly waved sponsorship dollars in his face. 

Two decades later, Childress is one of the most 
powerful players in the sport and the owner of three 
teams in NASCAR’s top series. He’s also one of a 
handful of garage-area regulars whose opinions 
on an assortment of technical and procedural issues 
are considered of the highest value by NASCAR. 

When Earnhardt died last February, Childress 
felt the loss more than almost anybody. But in spite 
of the death, Childress’s teams produced some of 
their finest results. Kevin Harvick did double 
duty last year in the Cup and Busch series, keep- 
ing that team competitive for his owner. With Har- 
vick’s Busch title, Childress is now the only team 
owner to have championships in all three series. 

Childress’s stature is evident every time so much 
as a hint of a vacancy appears in any of his cars. 
Drivers line up to get a shot at joining one of rac- 
ing’s most dependable teams. 


7 DALE EARNHARDT JR. 
| Dale Jr. wears a hefty mantle. He speaks 
for NASCAR’s new generation of 
drivers, its vibrant and vocal group 
of young fans and for those left with- 
out a hero after the February 2001 
‘s death of his father. 

Earnhardt, 27, is at the vanguard of a group of 
smart and determined young drivers who are push- 
ing their way past series veterans in the Cup 
standings. In a sport that favors experience, Junior 


WALTRIP’S POSITION AS 
AN ELDER STATESMAN OF THE 
SPORT CEMENTS HIS INFLUENCE 


and Co. are achieving prominence. With a driving 
style and a physical presence that remind many of 
Big E, Junior has also picked up a significant chunk 
of the massive fan base that was so devoted to the 
Intimidator. Fans liked the father; they like the son. 
But Earnhardt’s most significant contribution 
is his ability to reach into territory seldom visited 
by the good ol’ boy racing network. The alternative- 
metal music fan introduced a favorite band of his, 
Linkin Park, at the 2001 MTV Video Music Awards. 
He sat for a Playboy interview that would have raised 
his daddy’s eyebrows. And he’s been featured in 
not one but two lengthy pieces in Rolling Stone— 
hardly an everyday presence in auto racing, 
which is precisely what makes him so valuable. 
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A big-time Internet surfer and devotee of that 
fashion statement, the backward baseball cap, Junior 
has racing roots firmly grounded in North Carolina, 
but his reach knows no bounds. 


JIM HUNTER 

A sport that has had many difficult 
4 questions tossed its way in the past 
# two tumultuous years needs a strong 
| voice to answer them. Hunter, who 
has worked in and around NASCAR 
circles for much of his life, recently 
stepped into that role as corporate communications 
vice president and apparently will remain a figure 
on the firing line in many decisions that impact 
the vere ee 








] DARRELL WALTRIP 
A three-time Winston Cup champion, 
former team owner and one of the 
most talented drivers of his genera- 
tion, Waltrip segued seamlessly into 
a new medium—broadcasting—in 
2001 and immediately became a star. 
Witty, intelligent and contagiously enthusias- 
tic, Waltrip has been involved in the sport since 
he arrived as a brash and bold rookie from Ken- 
tucky in 1972. And his future in the field looks 
secure. As a commentator for Fox, he has brought 
the right mix of humor, insight and criticism 
while maintaining the impishness that marked 
much of his driving career. His position as an elder 
statesman of the sport cements his influence. 


BEAVER HAS BECOME A A HIGHLY | 
PUBLIC SYMBOL OF THE SPORT’S 
ATTEMPT TO HEAL ITSELF 


A former journalist, Hunter swiftly rose through 
the ranks at NASCAR and the International Speed- 
way Corporation. When the South Carolina native 
left his management position to return home and 
run the Darlington track, many assumed the move 
would be his last within the organization. But the 
pressures of the past two seasons and the expand- 
ing news-media environment in which NASCAR 
now exists called for an experienced hand at the 
helm. Hunter got the call and moved back to Day- 
tona Beach last year to become the association’s 
chief spokesperson. 

That call established Hunter as the major 
link—and often the official quoted source—between 
the front office and the dozens of media members 
who travel the tour. 


JEFF BURTON 

Burton may have struggled last sea- 
son, but he also solidified his posi- 
tion as one of the Winston Cup’s 
' most irrepressible safety advocates. 

After Earnhardt’s death, Burton 
> accelerated his quest to improve con- 
ditions within the driver’s compartment of Win- 
ston Cup race cars. He spent time and money on 
engineering and testing measures that might bring 
solutions, including work on a prototype seating 
system featuring extensive headrest padding, 
improved rib supports, reinforced shoulder sec- 
tions and a new lap-belt network. 

“He’s been willing to take the initiative,” NASCAR 
team owner Bill Davis says. “Having a high-profile 
driver involved and be so vocal about this has 
moved things along faster and added credibility.” 








And as the field approaches the fourth turn for 
a green-flag, full-speed-ahead restart, you can 
hear D.W. deliver the sport’s new TV signature 
line—“Boogity, boogity, boogity!” 


DALE BEAVER 

i Ninety-nine percent of NASCAR fans 
wouldn’t recognize Dale Beaver, but 
when he moves through the Winston 
Cup garage, he meets no strangers. 

A chaplain for Motor Racing Out- 
reach, an interdenominational min- 
istry that serves the motor-sports field, Beaver is a 
friend, adviser, pastor and—too often, recently— 
grief counselor. In the past year, he has become a 
highly public symbol of the sport’s attempt to heal 
itself. There is perhaps no better evidence of Beaver’s 
standing within the Winston Cup community 
than the fact that the Earnhardt family asked him 
to be the main speaker at Dale’s February memo- 
rial service. Beaver also participated in a private 
service for family members the previous day. 

Over the past two years, Beaver and Dale Earn- 
hardt Jr. have become close friends. “I felt like I 
could ask him anything—even before anything 
happened with my dad,” Junior says. “He would just 
hang out, and we could discuss anything, not 
only religion.... After my dad died, he was right 
there. He was able to help me resolve some of the 
things that I wondered about after Daytona. He 
could answer my questions, or at least try to find 
the answers, and that was great for me.” 
Mike Hembree covers auto racing for the Greenville 
News, in South Carolina. 
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exclusive NASCAR items 
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<NASCAR_HOST1> What was it like to 
see the #20 in the air? <WARD-BURTON> 
Horrible. It was very scary. One part of his 
Teer Ti LTC Yan TTA Aa 
horrible feeling to be in the middle of 
that...| called Tony and talked to him this 
week and | think he's still got a headache, 
but he sounded good. <NASCAR_HOST1> 
How hard it is going to be to catch and 
dethrone Bobby Labonte? <WARD- 
BURTON? If he runs like he did last year, 
it will be hard for anyone. Everyone 
is shooting at them this year.* 
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Fox and NBC tried to redefine 
the way we watch NASCAR. 


Did they Succeed? by Mike Hembree 


Fox Sports hadn’t broadcast its first NASCAR race and 
already the network was in the hot seat. As soon as 
the deal was announced, back in late 2000, “we began 
getting e-mails and petitions warning us not to louse 
it up,” says Ed Goren, president of Fox Sports. “We 
had sportswriters questioning us before we started.” 

Indeed, NBC and Fox took on a lot more than just 
broadcast duties when they signed a six-year, $2.4 bil- 
lion deal with NASCAR. The contract meant putting 
stock-car racing’s top two series, Winston Cup and 
Busch, in front of the largest TV audiences in the 
sport’s 53-year history. Winning new fans was only 
part of the challenge; another was pleasing the old- 
school loyalists who’d grown up—and grown com- 
fortable—with ESPN and TNN and were prepared 
to resent any glitzy changes in their race coverage. 
Fox and NBC also faced the more practical tasks of 
figuring out the best ways to air their new sport, and 
make their hefty investment pay off. 

After nine months of hits and misses—and one 


UN ea 


dominant story—the bottom line is that the networks 
met with great success, drawing impressive ratings, 
unveiling innovative approaches to coverage and 
establishing at least one new star in the broadcast 
constellation: former driving champ Darrell Waltrip. 

To their credit, producers at both Fox and NBC 
understood quickly that their pioneering efforts in 
other sports did not guarantee success with stock- 
car racing. “There’s no more difficult sport to cover,” 
says Artie Kempner, Fox’s lead racing director. 
“You've got 43 cars and 43 teams and eight or nine 
announcers to weave together.” Unlike with other 
sports, the “playing field” changes from week to 
week, the frantic atmosphere in the pits is part of 
the action, and the rules and terminology can get 
a little confusing, to say the least. But by calling 
on seasoned announcers and behind-the-scenes 
personnel—as well as new technology—the networks 
earned both a record number of new viewers and 
the grudging respect of the purists. 
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Numbers don’t tell the whole story, of course, but 
NBC did record the highest-ever ratings for an auto 
race airing against an NFL game with the MBNA Cal 
Ripken Jr. 400 at Dover on September 23, and the net- 
work earned the best numbers for a Winston Cup 
prime-time race (the July Pepsi 400 from Daytona). Its 
numbers from Phoenix in October were 82 percent 
higher than the total posted in 2000 by TNN. Fox’s 
Cup broadcasts reached 278 million viewers in the 
first half of the year—more than double the 133 mil- 
lion from the same period in 1999. All that prompted 
NBC Sports president Ken Schanzer to call NASCAR 
“the dominant ratings success story of the year.” 


n large part, that success derives from the 
built-in reality that broadcast reaches more 
viewers than cable. But the networks also deserve 
a chunk of the credit for having played the per- 
sonnel selection process intelligently, stacking 
their staffs with on-screen and production people 
who have deep roots in racing television. Fox nabbed 
CBS veteran Mike Joy as race announcer and paired 
Waltrip with newcomer Larry McReynolds, a former 
crew chief, in the booth. Neil Goldberg, a top ESPN 
producer, also joined the staff. NBC turned to radio 
veteran Allen Bestwick as its principal announcer. 
ESPN veteran Benny Parsons and former Indy and 
NASCAR driver Wally Dallenbach filled out the booth 
team, and Mike Wells, with his 20 years of experience 
at ESPN, was brought in as race coverage director. 

The advantage of hiring familiar personnel became 
instantly clear last February 18 during the season- 
shaping event in the final seconds of the Daytona 500. 
Even the most painstaking preparations couldn’t have 
readied Fox—or anyone in the racing community— 
for the myriad repercussions that followed the death 
of Dale Earnhardt. 

The race was won by Michael Waltrip. In the booth, 
Darrell was torn between celebrating his little brother's 
landmark first victory with a national audience and 
soberly following the tragedy unfolding in the fourth 
turn. “I was so high emotionally, then so drained when 
I realized what had happened,” recalls Darrell, who 





himself had competed against Earnhardt for decades. 

Earnhardt’s peers at the networks were determined 
to bring the right tone of admiration to their coverage 
of his story, and they succeeded. By reporting the devel- 
opments throughout the subsequent six-month inves- 
tigation with knowledge and insight, Fox and NBG, in 
turn, won the respect of the grieving fans. And NBC’s 
decision to continue Fox’s silent third lap to honor Earn- 
hardt’s memory was a comforting show of solidarity. 

Even in the midst of the tragedy, the networks felt 
the responsibility to keep their broadcasts lively. Wal- 
trip and McReynolds quickly established a playful 
“driver versus crew chief” rapport as Fox prerace show 
host Chris Myers and former crew chief Jeff Hammond 
contributed serious points of view from the safety of 
the so-called Hollywood Hotel in the infield. 


NBC’S DECISION TO 
CONTINUE FOX’S 
SILENT THIRD LAP TO 
HONOR EARNHARDT 
WAS A COMFORTING 
SHOW OF SOLIDARITY 


Waltrip was an immediate hit. “He has that flair, 
that charisma, that special something you can’t really 
define,” observes Kempner. “But he was also the first 
to criticize NASCAR when things weren’t going the 
way he thought they should. He’s not afraid to live by 
the sword and take a few hits at the same time.” 

NBC inaugurated its coverage at the Pepsi 400 night 
race in Daytona Beach on July 7, starting with a mem- 
orable evening. Dale Earnhardt Jr. dominated en route 
to an emotional victory at the track where his father 
had been killed five months earlier. But NBC was still 
learning the ropes: It wrestled with replay glitches, and 
the performance of the booth team drew some criti- 
cism. For one thing, Parsons, already popular with many 
ESPN viewers, originally felt uncomfortable being 
part of a three-man team. “It wasn’t working,” says the 
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usually animated onetime Winston Cup champ. “Then 
I started having fun with it. We just went out and did 
the job we were supposed to do.” 

Along the way, both networks offered their share 
of new graphics to help tell the on-track story. Fox’s 
most prominent device, FoxTrax, used laser-like lines 
to identify cars on wide-angle track shots. NBC’s 
method was to position numbered “bubbles” on-screen 
above cars to identify leaders. Each network puta race- 
standings ticker across the top of the screen, periodi- 
cally working through the 43-car field. And both used 
various elements to illustrate the sport’s unique vocab- 
ulary and terminology—for instance, to show the dif- 
ference between a “loose” and a “tight” car. 

Kempner admits that FoxTrax hit something of a 
speed bump in terms of developing technology: 
Viewers were often confused when the laser lines 
crossed. “We’re still not there,” he says. “Technology 
is always an evolution.” He also notes that temptation 
to overdo things must be avoided. “Sometimes there’s 
just too much stuff up there—the extra information 
winds up riding in the front seat and it really needs to 
bein the backseat,” he says. “A little ‘racespeak’ is good 
once in a while, but not all the time. 

“Overall, I thought we brought the viewer some- 
thing that was interesting,” he adds. “But I don’t think 
we’ve even brushed the surface of what it can do.” 

Both networks plan to scratch that surface only a 
little deeper this season. The NASCAR contract calls 
for Fox and NBC to alternate coverage of the Daytona 
500 every year, so this February NBC is going to be 
under the gun. “You don’t want to take away from the 
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great story that’s there,” says NBC producer Sam Flood. 
“Bells and whistles shouldn’t get in the way of the 
announcers; we have enough going on naturally 
without trying to create some fabricated hype.” One 
thing’s for sure, however: The race falls in the middle 
of NBC’s Olympics coverage, and the network is not 
going to miss a chance to promote its biggest race 
of the year to a captive audience of sports fans, much 
the way Fox did last year during the Super Bowl. 
While neither network is saying much about 2002, 
look for improvements in the graphic displays, as 
well as expanded use ofride-along cameras. F'ox’s Goren 
says there will also be upgraded qualifying coverage. 
“Now we see the car and average speed and where it 
places the driver after the run,” he says. “We'd like to 
do an official running clock on the screen against the 
time he has to beat and how he’s doing in each corner 
compared to the top guy. That way we could get a 
little more subtle in our analysis, saying, for example, 
that turn three is where a driver made up for lost time.” 
Such changes should help the networks in their 
challenge to satisfy the new variety of race fans. 
“The networks have done a good job of informing the 
public—particularly the new public—and giving a good 
behind-the-scenes look at racing,” says Humpy Wheeler, 
president of Lowe’s Motor Speedway. “They've helped 
new people understand it’s not just cars going around 
and around; they’ve identified the drama.” Adds Flood: 
“The goal from Day 1 was to take you to the races and 
inside the stories that matter. Unlike any other sport 
in existence, every [race], the top guys go head-to-head. 
You don’t have to worry about a down weekend.” 
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by David Poole 


“In 1992, not as many 





people paid attention to 
us,” recalls ‘Ty Norris, vice 
president of motor sports 
for Dale Earnhardt Inc. 
“But that season was 
every bit as exciting as 
the 1980 Olympic hockey 


team. In our world, it was 





equal to that emotion.” 

In NASCAR’s 54-year 
history, 1992 is that one 
season for the time cap- 
sule. For the only time, 
the chase for the Winston 
Cup championship came 
down to one lap in the 
final race at Atlanta. 


In that contest, Richard 
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Petty, the man who put the sport on the 
map and became its king, made his last 
appearance; Jeff Gordon, the kid who would 
become his successor, made his debut. 

Even casual fans understood that 1992 
marked a passing of the torch. Nearly halfway 
through the year, William H.G. France, 
NASCAR’s founding father and patriarch 
of its ruling family, passed away, leaving 
the sport in the hands of his son, Bill France 
Jr. By this time, Joe Gibbs had begun his 
transition from Super Bowl—winning coach 
to championship car owner. And when a 
handful of drivers headed to the first-ever 
stock-car tire test at Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway in June, the seed was planted 
for what would become, in 1994, the inau- 
gural Brickyard 400, arace that plays a huge 
role in NASCAR’s current popularity. The 
year also marked the last time legendary 
driver-turned-owner Junior Johnson would 
have areal shot at winning another cham- 
pionship, with Bill Elliott behind the wheel. 

But Elliott’s main rivals would be the 
real stars. For Davey Allison, son of rac- 
ing great Bobby, the season was filled with 
horrific crashes and great courage. For jour- 
neyman Alan Kulwicki, 1992 was a chance 
to prove that a long shot with determi- 
nation and talent could rise to the top. 
Months after the season ended, the fates 
of these two men would forever change 
the landscape of racing, but first came a 
year with more twists than Sears Point. 

Allison had led the point standings for 
much of the year. Driving Robert Yates’s 
famed No. 28 Ford, he set the tone early 
by winning the Daytona 500. The fact that 
he remained in the hunt the whole season 
now seems extraordinary. A serious acci- 
dent at Charlotte was followed two months 
later by a stunning crash at Pocono, where 
his car made 11 barrel rolls. He managed 
to show up for the next race at Talladega, 
but he’d broken his right wrist so badly, 
his hand had to be attached to the gear 
shifter with Velcro. No hit, however, hurt 
worse than the death of his younger brother 
Clifford, in a Busch Series practice crash 
in August. Allison kept on and—though 
Elliott took command—ran with extra 
motivation toward the title his father 
had won in 1983. 

Amid all this was Petty’s farewell tour. 
The sport’s unsurpassed star for 30 years, 
Petty was giving his loyal subjects the 
chance to say a long goodbye to “The King.” 

By late September, with six races remain- 
ing, the pieces were in place for a memo- 











rable final run. Elliott led Allison by 154 
points, while Kulwicki had fallen to fourth, 
278 back. But a plague of mechanical dif- 
ficulties hit Elliott’s team in the final weeks, 
creating a stunning reversal of fortunes. By 
the last weekend, Allison led the pack, Kul- 
wicki trailed by 30, and Elliott was 40 behind. 

The two leaders scarcely could have 
had more divergent careers. Allison prac- 
tically grew up in the NASCAR garage and, 
at 31, had emerged as a superstar. Kulwicki 
was the ultimate outsider, who'd moved 
from his native Wisconsin to North Car- 
olina a few years before, towing his ambi- 
tions along with one race car behind a truck 
carrying everything he owned. The 37-year- 
old had turned down a chance to drive for 
Johnson two years earlier, electing to run 
his own team on a budget perhaps one 
quarter the size of the top-echelon teams. 
On his uniform he wore a patch of Mighty 
Mouse, and for the season’s final battle 
on November 15, he’d erased the Th off 
his Ford to make it read “Underbird.” 
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As the combatants and the King 
prepped for the final race, the Hooters 
500 at Atlanta, Gordon qualified for his 
first run, ready for a career that would 
follow Petty’s example. Unfortunately, 
the end came sooner than anticipated 
for Petty. After 95 of the race’s 328 laps, 
his blue-and-red No. 43 Pontiac got swept 
in a wreck and, spewing flames, came to 
a rest. He would return in his patched- 
up jalopy, but the reign was over. “I went 
out in a blaze,” Petty said, “but I forgot 
the glory part.” 

There’d be no glory for Gordon, either. 
After starting 21st in the rainbow-colored No. 
24 Chevrolet, he crashed after 164 laps, half 
the scheduled distance, and finished 31st. 
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Meanwhile, Allison and Kulwicki had 
narrowly averted similar disasters. Alli- 
son only needed to finish fifth or better to 
clinch the championship but suffered minor 
damage by avoiding a crash in the second 
lap. While making his first pit stop, Kul- 
wicki lost first gear but rebounded to inch 
ahead of Elliott and lead laps 73 and 80. 
Beginning on lap 210, Kulwicki and Elliott 
brought the crowd of nearly 120,000 to its 
feet with a five-lap, door-to-door duel. They 
swapped positions at least a dozen times, 
but because Kulwicki was ahead each time 
at the start-finish line—sometimes by mere 
feet—he got credit for leading each lap. 
That fact would become vital. 

Lengthening shadows from the grand- 
stands spilled across the track. Allison, 
driving patiently as his crew’s repairs began 
to pay off, worked his way up to sixth place 
by lap 251. Ifhe could hold it for the final 
77, the title would be his. 

But then Ernie Irvan lost control of his 
Chevrolet off turn four. Allison, racing a 
few yards behind him, had nowhere to go. 
Davey’s Ford T-boned into Irvan, then 
screeched to a halt near the pit-road wall. 
Allison’s day, and season, were finished. 

It was now between Kulwicki and Elliott, 
with Kulwicki in the lead and Elliott sec- 
ond. As the drivers headed toward home, 
the number-crunching began. After all the 
calculations, Kulwicki’s teams realized an 
incredible fact: the entire season would 
not come down to who won the race. 

Under NASCAR’s point system, the 
driver leading the most laps earned a five- 
point bonus. Also, the first-place car earned 
five points more than second. If Kulwicki 
could lead more laps than Elliott and fin- 
ish second, the five-point bonuses would 
cancel each other out. Kulwicki could lose 
the race and still win the title. The magic 
number, his team figured, was 103. 

But Kulwicki had another calculation 
to consider: Did he have enough fuel to go 
that far and keep leading? Ifso (and it would 
be close), he could come in for a splash of 
gas and then finish. The Underbird would 
win a title or run out of fuel trying. 

Kulwicki’s crew held its collective breath 
as the laps counted off. “This was before 
all the scoring monitors and that other stuff,” 
recalls then—crew chief Paul Andrews. “It 
couldn’t have been more nerve-racking.” 

Lap 310 came and, for the 103rd time, 
Kulwicki remained in front. With just 
enough fuel to make it back around, he got 
to pit road for a four-second splash and 


came back out fast enough to hold on for 
second place. Elliott came in on Lap 315 
for his last bit of fuel, and one lap later 
he was back in front. 

Elliott held his lead but soon realized 
it was moot. He crossed the finish line first, 
having led 102 laps to Kulwicki’s 103. The 
long shot, who had turned down Junior 
Johnson’s offer years before, had beaten the 
old master’s car, winning the Winston Cup 
title by 10 points—the closest margin in 
NASCAR history. To celebrate, the new 
champ turned his car in the wrong direc- 
tion and ran what he always proudly called 
a Polish Victory Lap as the crowd cheered. 

At the Winston Cup awards banquet in 
New York that December, Kulwicki choked 
back tears watching a video montage of his 
life and season, set to Frank Sinatra’s “My 
Way.” Kulwicki remains the last driver- 
owner to win the Winston Cup title, and 
with the dominance of big-budget, mullti- 
car teams, it’s unlikely another driver-owner 
will ever match his success. 

Unfortunately, his reign would be short. 
Four months later, Cup competitors watched 
the “My Way” video again—at Kulwicki’s 
funeral. The 1992 champ died April 1, 
1993, when a plane carrying him and 
three others crashed on approach 
to an airport near Bristol. 

After visiting the funeral home 
to pay his respects, Allison told a 
friend that he’d wondered why ‘ os 
he hadn’t won the ’92 title. Nowhe “@ 
understood, he said. Kulwicki was 
gone; Allison would have other chances. 

He was wrong. On July 12, 1993, Alli- 
son was piloting his helicopter on the way 
to Talladega. He and family friend Red 
Farmer wanted to check on the Busch 
Series test for David Bonnett, son of friend 
Neil Bonnett. As they tried to land, the 
helicopter went into a spin and crashed. 
Farmer escaped, but Allison’s injuries were 
critical. By the next morning, he was gone. 

The Sunday after Allison died, the Win- 
ston Cup tour came to Pocono, and the race 
winner paid tribute to his fallen competi- 
tors the best way he knew how. Holding a 
flag bearing Davey’s No. 28, Dale Earnhardt 
spun his car around and, covered in cheers, 
drove a slow Polish Victory Lap. Mf 
David Poole, a motor-sports writer for the 
Charlotte Observer, is author of Race With 
Destiny: The Year That NASCAR Changed 
Forever, about the 1992 season, due this 
spring from Albion Press. 
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Without 
the wise counsel of 
their revered 
mentors, NASCAR’s 
brightest stars 
might have gone 
nowhere fast— 
on and off the 
track 








Casey Atwood on Bobby Hamilton 


Nobody in my family ever 
i raced; I was the first one. I 
played baseball for seven years 


and then got into go-cart racing. 
When I got into racing I met 
Bobby Hamilton. I think he 

and I drive an awful lot alike. 
And he’s a proven winner 

in this series. I get advice from 
Ray Evernham, I get advice 
from Bill Elliott and Bobby. 
Bobby is my resource. He 





really raised me up in racing. 
I can always go to him and he’ll 


always tell me the truth. ae 
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Hamilton (left) 
and Atwood 

Pe PTT Cay 
to eye on their 
driving styles 
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Date (left) gets the 
enefit of gentleman 
Ned’s example. 





7 tes 


{si \denafil ado 


At the beginning of my rookie year, Mark gave us some setups 
for the cars that he used to run at a lot of tracks, just so we’d be 
close when we got there. I look to him for help when we’re 

not running very good or when we are. More than anybody, I'll 
spend time with him. He’s not only a great teammate but a 
great friend and mentor. And he’s one of the greatest race-car 
drivers of all time. 99 





My dad’s taught me a lot about racing and the sport. There are a 
number of things that I think about with him racing. One of the best 
memories was Dad winning the 1965 Southern 500, which pretty 
much clinched the championship for him that year. When we 
back home, it seemed like the entire town was in our front y 
waiting on us. It’s those things you remember as a kid. Grows 1 
racing was something I really wanted to do, probably back at f ve- 
or six years old, sitting in the family car in the driveway, acting lik : 
I was eryine. i a done a lot of things, and I’d been fortuaa to a 
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Everything I knew about NASCAR racing was centered around 
my brother, Darrell. Then I got to meet Richard Petty and it 
enlightened me and broadened my thinking. It made me look at 
the whole sport from another direction and that was very good 
for someone 21 or 22 years old, wanting to make this their career. 
Richard’s philosophy was, if you’re gonna race Winston Cup, 
get a Cup ride right now; don’t worry about running Busch or 
ARCA because Winston Cup is going to be your goal. Get in a car 
and see how you can do. That opened my eyes. I didn’t have 
anything going on, so I tried to stir up anything I could, including 
a Winston Cup ride. And it wasn’t long after that before I made 
my first start because of what he suggested. 99 


By seeking out 
Petty, Waltrip 
(right) tapped into 
the conscience 


of the King. 
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is a Technicolor 
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[ec \a aac iG 
irt under the fingernails, 
6 on the shoulder blades and 
ae sponsorship money, 10 Win- 
ston Cup races each year have been 
defined as the most significant by 
those who have run them. 
The 2002 season will have 36 point 
races flung throughout 19 states 
during 40 weeks from February through 
November, on superspeedways, half- 
mile tracks and road courses. But 
there's nota Winston Cup race any- 
where-—from Indiana to Florida to 
California to Arizona to New Hamp- 







shire—that can turn a lug nut on 


RGE/A 


the Daytona 500, an easy choice 
the best of the best. 


ROBERT LAS 





























“Daytona is where all the history of stock-car racing is,’ 
says Kyle Petty, whose father, “King Richard’ won a 
record seven Daytona 500s on his way to becoming the 
sport's first seven-time Winston Cup champion. “Daytona 
is where the France family, who founded our sport, is. It’s 
where our sport put its foot on the map. Indy cars have 
Indianapolis—they even call them Indy cars. For us it's 
Daytona. In a sense, everywhere else we go is the same’ 

While National Football League and Major League 
Baseball teams play thousands of games each season 
to determine who reaches the Super Bowl and the 
World Series, Winston Cup teams spend almost three 
months trying to win just one race—Daytona. 








It starts as the sun begins to go down after the Indy 
500, and it concludes a few hours before midnight, in 
the eerie glare of mercury-vapor light. 

Almost every NASCAR racing team is based within 
an hour's drive of this spectacular speedway. Every day 
when they're not on the road, drivers, crew members and 
their families go to the grocery or the auto-parts store or 
the lunch counter. When they do, more than likely, they 
run into somebody else connected with a competing 
Winston Cup team. 

“It's bragging rights,’ says Jimmy Spencer. “And it's 
going to be a whole lot more trouble this year because 
of the new engine rules’ 

Those rules dictate that the engine used for qualify- 
ing and practice must also be used for the race, which 
means speed and stress. 

“You're talking 150 to 200 miles run in practice and 
a 600-mile race” says Spencer. “At our horsepower 
levels, durability will be a problem’ 


“ONCE DAYTONA’S 
rey ell: 
RESUME, IT 
MEANS A WHOLE 
BUNCH” 


“It's all hype and huff and bluff? says Mark Martin. “But 
once it's on your résumé, it means a whole bunch’ 

But neither the winning of it nor the history of it 
means drivers love to race at Daytona. 

“Its not a ‘I can't wait to race there’ thing, Ricky Rudd 
says of the sweeping turns and flat-out backstretch at 
Daytona International Speedway. “It's 43 cars, three-wide, 
all day long. You simply have to tolerate it? 

This year, in accordance with NASCAR's television 
contract that divides its broadcast rights between NBC 
and Fox, NBC will launch the season at Daytona and 
then take a break until July 14 at Chicagoland. 

Fox, which televised last year’s race, returns the 
week following the Daytona 500 and will broadcast 
the series through the prime-time telecast of the Pepsi 
400 at Daytona on July 6. It will be the first Fox broad- 
cast from Daytona since the 2001 race, when Dale 
Earnhardt lost his life on the last turn of the last lap. 





The 600 is the longest race in NASCAR, but it’s not just 
a marathon. It’s the Sunday of Memorial Day weekend. 


OR Bea 


Since its inception—well before this season’s rule 
change—the 600 has been a huge challenge to not only 
the durability of both car and driver but also to their 
reliability, savvy and sheer cunning. “It's temperamental? 
says Rudd. “It’s sensitive to different heat. Qualifying is at 
night. You start the race in late afternoon and end at night” 

But if you win, “there’s nothing like that feeling,’ 
says Matt Kenseth, who won this race as a rookie. “| 
always wanted to win Charlotte really bad.’ 





Everyone looks forward to Sears Point as a destination. 
It's wine country, near San Francisco, replete with glori- 
ous scenery and renowned restaurants. 

But for the drivers, it also means a two-mile road 
course with right-hand turns as well as left-hand ones 
and some gravel runoffs instead of concrete walls. 

“Oh, Lord,’ says Sterling Marlin, “I like going 
out there, but it's still tough. Instead of four corners 
where you can mess up, there’s 10. It’s hard on 
brakes and hard on drivers’ 

Of course, there are those who like it. Four-time 
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FROM LEFT: CY JARIZ/NEWSPORT; CRAIG JONES/ALLSPORT; JON FERREY/ALLSPRT (2) 














Winston Cup champion Jeff Gordon, who holds the 
NASCAR record for road-course wins, has an apprecia- 
tion for the challenge it provides. 

“My feeling is that to be a true champion, you have to 
be able to win on racetracks of all shapes and sizes,’ 
he says. 

And Jeff Burton, another driver who likes being tested, 
thinks the diverse crowd that is drawn from San Fran- 
cisco says a good deal about the sport's appeal. “It 
shows we draw beyond the typical 1970s fan,’ he says. 
“And our race seems to be a chic thing to do.’ 

In terms of driving, though, Sears Point lurks for most 
competitors as an 8.5 on a scale of 10 in terms of diffi- 
culty. For a person in pursuit of the championship, failure 
to at least negotiate the twists and turns of Sears 
Point—and Watkins Glen, New York, the only other road 
course on the Winston Cup schedule—can just about 
destroy anything one may have achieved on the high 
banks and short ovals. 


fe 
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The Indianapolis Motor Speedway is steeped in automo- 
tive history. For decades, drivers throughout the world 
have considered their careers complete if they won at 
Indy, where Americans have watched the best in open- 
wheeled racing since 1911. 

And Winston Cup drivers concur in their approach to 
the Brickyard 400, staged on the same 2,.5-mile quad oval 
where Rick Mears, the Andrettis, the Unsers and so many 
more have written auto-racing history, 

Terry Labonte says Indy makes the hair bristle on the 
back of his neck; Martin, Tony Stewart and Rusty Wallace, 
who grew up in nearby St. Louis, will tell you their most 
soaring dreams of becoming a race-car driver were in- 
spired by Indy. Indeed, Jeff Gordon, the Brickyard 400's 
only three-time winner, spent his teens in the shadows 
of the mighty Speedway’s grandstands and views it as 
his home track. 

“It's almost too far-fetched to have won Indy three 
times; Gordon says. “It blows me away.’ 

Unlike any other Winston Cup racetrack, Indy is long, 
narrow and flat, with turns as confining as a telephone 





booth and—over the course of even a long afternoon—it 
offers few chances to pass. But to racers with an eye on 
history, that doesn’t matter. “If it only paid $1,’ says Bill 
Elliott, who in 1985 ruled NASCAR's superspeedways 
like no other driver in its history, “I'd want to win it? 


Only. an hour from Detroit, in the Irish Hills of southeastern 
Michigan, this is home for racing's auto manufacturers. 
Drivers and team owners all want to do well at Michigan 
because the audience is filled with corporate executives 
who may well attend only one race during the year. 

When Marlin gave Dodge its first victory in more than 
20 years last season at Michigan, Dr. Dieter Zetsche, the 


president and CEO of DaimlerChrysler, was in the 
house. He was also on hand when Dodge made its high- 
profile return to the sport at Daytona. 

“Michigan is the manufacturers’ backyard) says Marlin. 
“And to me, it’s one of the nicest tracks we run” 

That's the majority view. The Michigan race provides 
almost a complete contrast to the tension that builds at 
Indy. With the speedway’s wide, sweeping turns, cars run 
comfortably in the 190 mph range and three and four 
abreast through the corners. 





It's scorching hot in August around Bristol. But at night 
in the foothills of the Appalachian Mountains, the air 
cools just in time for the Winston Cup Series to heat up. 

Bristol is one of just three tracks on the circuit that is 
under a mile in length. And at 533 miles, with 36- 
degree banking that allows the cars to zoom around its 
small circumference at over 125 mph, it is a fan favorite. 

Bristol is the way stock-car racing used to be, before 
there was a Winston Cup: a Saturday-night metal-bending 
battle among 43 cars, each turning a lap in 15 seconds. 
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“You love to hate it” says Elliott. 

“| wish we raced there five times) says Mike Skinner. 

Bristol is sold out a year in advance, despite the fact 
that owner Bruton Smith keeps adding seats. This sea- 
son, 150,000 spectators will migrate there, park their 
RVs, barbecue everything under the sun—including 
themselves—and take up residence for a weekend of 
old-fashioned Southern fun. 

And like the fans, Rusty Wallace can’t wait to get 
there. “Every time | go, | think it’s my race to win,’ says 
Wallace, who has won seven times at Bristol since 
1991. “You've just got to love it? 

But not everyone does. There is a lot of sheet metal 
sparking under those glaring lights, as drivers race side- 
by-side. Crashes happen. Tempers ignite. 





Darlington is the oldest superspeedway on the circuit, 
dating to 1950, when Johnny Mantz—driving for NASCAR 
founder Bill France Sr—won by averaging 76.26 mph 
around the treacherous 1.366-mile oval. 

From the beginning, it was known as “the Lady in 


heart failure. Here’s a mini-survival guide: 


The worst tracks all suffer from a lack of lanes going to and from the facility. 










Black,’ a track that can take a driver's breath away and 
then chew him up and spit him into a wall with the 
slightest provocation. 

“You need fresh tires there every five laps’ says Rudd. 
“The surface just tears them to pieces, and you slip 
around all day long, and the track isn’t very forgiving.’ 

But that is part of what makes it special, insists 
Burton. “Racing is supposed to be hard, and Darlington 
is one of the hardest places we go.’ 

Perhaps that’s because, as many drivers attest, at 
Darlington, you race the track itself, not the competitors. 
Simply navigating your way around the egg-shaped sur- 
face without losing focus is the key to succeeding there. 

“It's where legends have been made,’ says Gordon. “It 
seems only the top guys in our sport have won Dar- 


lington. Pearson, Earnhardt, Waltrip, Elliott, Allison. It’s 
always the top guys.’ He didn’t add that his four victories 
in the race are second only to Cale Yarborough’s five. 

The average speed gets up to about 130 mph now, 
but the track still doesn’t have the luxury skyboxes or 
extensive grandstand seating of the newer tracks. Still, 
Spencer says, the sport needs Darlington. 

“We've got so many new fans coming into our sport, 
they don’t know our history,’ he says, recalling the sport's 
glory days. “You come to Darlington and people tell 
stories about the old guys. We need the stories, and you 
don't hear them much anywhere else.’ 


















Michigan needs a few four- or five-lane roads, and Texas sits at the foot of an inter- 
state with only one interchange so close to the track that it ties things up. If you’re 1 4 a 
driving to Philly after a Dover race, pack pajamas. i sia, ee 
At Indianapolis, it’s down to a science: 300,000 people, with parking spread Bs 
through the nearby neighborhood to keep the flow moving. California, with sev- donate 
7 & 









eral ways out, keeps heartburn to a minimum and blood pressure low. 
Here’s a practical reminder: Sometimes the right way home starts with 
going the wrong way. From Atlanta, for instance, head south toward Griffin, 
then double back. The general rule is to move away from populations. But if 
you start to attract a crowd, you're in trouble. 
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THE PROTECTION ONE 400 


Kansas Speedway 
Kansas City, Kansas September 29 


As in real estate, it’s all about location. The Midwest 
had been a desert for NASCAR fans until the last sev- 
eral years. And even with Texas coming on-line in 1997 
and Chicago arriving last season, there was still a vast 
no-race-land in the middle of the country. 

“Like Chicago, Kansas City is a real stick-and-ball— 
oriented sports town, yet people come out to watch us 
race,’ says Burton. 

That growth, though, means a crazy schedule. When 


AT TALLADEGA, 
“THE LEAD 


CHANGES EVERY 
OTHER LAP” 


the teams roll into Kansas, they will be into their 13th 
straight energy-sapping week of racing and facing seven 
more consecutive weeks before the season ends in 
Homestead, Florida. 

It's grueling, but when Kansas Speedway opened its 
gates last season, it not only sold out its 75,000 grand- 
stand seats and infield for the Winston Cup race on 
Sunday, but also sold out for the NASCAR Busch Series 
race on Saturday—not a typical occurrence. 

“It's got easy driving in and out’ says Wallace, noting 
a feature almost no other race can claim. “And, track- 
wise, it does feature two-wide racing, though that sec- 
ond groove is still developing.’ 


THE EA SPORTS 500 


Talladega ince | 


Talladega, Alabama October 6 


By the time the Winston Cup series gets here, the cham- 
pionship race is getting tight and points are getting difficult 
to come by. With just seven races left, Talladega, with its 
big-pack racing, becomes a key stop in a driver's title drive. 

Until restrictor plates (a piece of metal that restricts air 
flow to the carburetor, thereby lowering speeds) came 
along, Talladega was the fastest track on the schedule. 
Now it’s the most competitive. The margin of victory in 
the last 21 races has been less than one second. 

“It's just one of the neatest places,’ says Skinner. “The 
cars are bunched up all day; the lead changes every other 


lap. But that’s what makes it both frustrating and fun.’ 

In many minds, what makes it fun is what makes it the 
most dangerous race. 

“It's easy for everyone to get their cars running good 
there’ says Rudd, who hates the race, “That means it 
doesn't take any driver's skill, and that means a lot of 
back-of-the-pack teams can be packed up right beside 
you and get in trouble. | tell you, you could take some- 
one off the street and they could run with the lead pack? 

Almost no driver enjoys this race, but it can be pivotal 
in the points race because there is always the chance of 
a 20-car wreck that could take out the top drivers. 

“It's restrictor-plate racing at its worst, even though 
it's fun to watch} says Burton. “But from a competitor's 
standpoint, it’s probably one of the least favorite races.’ 





This will be the first time in this speedway’s four-year 
Winston Cup history that it will be the site of the season- 
ending race. And the tight little 1.5-mile oval, south of 
Miami, will be a welcome sight for the driver coming in 
with the points lead. 

“It's going to be weird going to Homestead,’ says 
Marlin. “Most of our last-race-of-the-season history is 
at Atlanta. | remember when Richard Petty retired. It 
was at Atlanta. The tightest points races in our history 
have been at Atlanta.’ 

But now NASCAR history takes a detour, and the 
last race will be on Homestead’s flat track, a course 
judged to be even harder than Indy when it comes to 
making a pass. 

Marlin, who is still looking for his first championship, 
believes that if a driver comes to Homestead with the 
points lead and qualifies well, he should leave with 
the title in hand. 

And if he doesn't earn the Cup, well, there is some 
consolation. 

“| suppose a man could just take off and go on down 
the Keys and do some fishing,’ Marlin says. il 





Sandra McKee writes about motor sports for the 
Baltimore Sun. 
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No TV, no megamillions, no seat belts—no problem 


for NASCAR's early legends by scott Fowler 


t 54, NASCAR has come of age. Like most baby boomers, it 
has a better standard of living than it used to. It boasts much 
deeper pockets and much better TV ratings. Drivers are richer 
and better-educated, and, like their fans, they hail from all 

over, not just from the small towns of the Carolinas and 
Georgia. It’s never been more popular. 

But talk to some early legends who made NASCAR great and you 
might find yourself wishing to turn back the clock to the 1940s and 
’50s. That’s when the sport used to be even rowdier, these guys will 
tell you. Red dirt used to fly into spectators’ hair. Fenders got scraped 
on nearly every turn. Once in a while, a fan would fall from a tree 
onto the track and change the outcome of the race. And because TV 
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cameras didn’t capture drivers’ 
every move, they were less polit- 
ically correct and far wilder. This 
was racing at its most raucous. 

“There’s this gene in most peo- 
ple, I think,” offers Richard Petty, 
whose 200 victories in NASCAR’s 
top circuit will probably never be 
equaled. “Folks want to go fast. 
And for a long time, Americans 
have had a love affair with the auto- 
mobile. That’s helped NASCAR 
do so well. The sport is more pop- 
ular today, but I don’t think it’s as 
much fun. Oh, man, we had some 
fun in those early days.” 

The embodiment of those wild 
times is one of the sport’s first stars, 
Junior Johnson, whose family ran 
a business in the North Carolina 
mountains in the ’40s that helped 
make him a legend. That business 
was moonshine. Johnson began 
racing as a teen—not for a pay- 
check, but to avoid going to jail. He 
would come down from the moun- 
tains with a carful of home brew, 
and when the police went after him, 
he’d floor it through a series of 


Ue mm OC 
right)—in the early "70s, NASCAR great 
Buddy Baker gets a big one on the 
Ci MMe em 
today’s winners, like Jeff Burton, 
simply get one big check; Petty wings 
Nae eR ee 











switchback roads until he’d lost 
them. “When I started racing, I was 
as good as I ever would be,” John- 
son says. “A carto me was a machine 
that I had been able to conquer— 
way before I ever got to a racetrack.” 

Johnson’s first official race was 
in 1949, when driver safety was 
not as much of a consideration. 
Instead of fireproof suits, drivers 
wore T-shirts. Occasionally, car 
doors would open mid-race. “I 
didn’t even know what a seat belt 
was,” Johnson says. “When I first 
got into racing, you tied yourself 
into the seat with a rope. Some- 
times you rolled the windows 
down, put the rope through on both 
sides and then rolled them back 
up again. That was your seat belt.” 

Johnson, whose reckless style 





was similar to that of the late Dale 
Earnhardt, won 50 Winston Cup 
races as a driver and 139 more as 
an owner. He also stayed in the 
moonshine business until 1960 
to supplement his paltry NASCAR 
pay. “I’d say 90 percent of the dri- 
vers in the early days dabbled in 
moonshine,” he says. 

Money was scarce back then, 
but, as Petty explains it, that made 
for more camaraderie, deeper rival- 
ries and more mechanical knowl- 
edge. “You didn’t have drivers going 
to races in airplanes and hanging 
out in motor homes once they got 
to the track,” he says. “Everyone 
drove to the races. They stayed at 
the same motel and worked on the 
cars. Everything was by the seat 
of your pants, and it was great. 
Most drivers today are more celebri- 
ties. They don’t really understand 
the cars; they understand how to 
make commercials.” 

Ned Jarrett, whose son Dale is 
one of today’s top racers, has been 
involved in the sport for almost a 
half-century. He won Winston Cup 
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championships in 1961 and ’65, 
and of all the changes to the sport, 
it’s the difference in what awaits 
in the winner’s circle that stuns 
him most, how kisses from beauty 
queens have been replaced by king’s 
ransoms. “When I won the South- 
ern 500 at Darlington in 1965, I 
won $22,050,” Jarrett recalls. “That 
was my best year. We won 13 races 
and the championship, and the 
total winnings was something like 
$87,000. Iremember in 1999 when 
Dale won the Brickyard [at Indi- 
anapolis] and he won $764,000 that 
day. Iwon 50 races and two cham- 
pionships, and what he won in one 
day was a little more than twice 
what I won in my whole career.” 

The expanding wallets are a 
testament to expanding interest. 
Today, NASCAR tracks are spread 
across the country, but for the first 
40 years the majority ofraces were 
run in the Southeast, usually on 
half-mile dirt tracks that lent them- 
selves to more door-to-door action. 
There were far more sanctioned 
races, with drivers sometimes rac- 
ing four times a weekend. (There 
were 36 total Winston Cup races 
in 2001; Petty made 61 starts in 
1964 alone.) Drivers would go, for 
example, from Columbia, South 
Carolina, on Thursday, to Charlotte, 
North Carolina, on Friday, Hick- 
ory on Saturday, then Asheville on 
Sunday—growing angrier at one 
another throughout the weekend. 

“There’s still great competition, 
but there’s not the name-calling 
and kind of grudges that were car- 
ried on in the 1970s and early ’80s,” 
reflects Darrell Waltrip, tied for 
third on the all-time victory list 
with 84 wins and now a promi- 
nent TV commentator. “Back then, 
we were fighting amongst ourselves, 
without near as much media atten- 
tion. We were more of a family— 
a family that fought a lot.” 

And the crowds’ intensity 
matched the drivers’. “The racing 
was rowdy,” says Humpy Wheeler, 
who’s been involved in the sport 
for 40 years and now runs Lowe’s 
Motor Speedway in Charlotte. “But 
then, the South was a rowdy, free- 
wheeling place, too. The racing was 





a reflection of the lower-middle- 
class white Southerner. About 15 
percent of the crowd was female 
then; now it’s 38 percent. That’s 
one reason crowds are better 
behaved these days. Having the 
wife or girlfriend along tends to 
calm the men down.” 


ust as the frenzy of the crowds 
has dwindled, so has the 
prevalence of cheating. Bud 
Moore, a legendary crew chief 
and car owner, recalls, “If you 
didn’t cheat, you didn’t win. There 
were all kinds of tricks. We'd some- 
times put extra fuel in the roll bar. 
Or we’d put little pieces of plas- 
tic underneath the springs to pass 
inspection, and then when you 
hit the first bump on the track 
they’d drop out and the car would 
drop down about a half-inch 
[becoming more aerodynamic]. 
We all cheated all we could.” 
The underhanded methods 
were not without justification—if 
you didn’t win, you didn’t get paid 
much. Money wasn’t pouring in 
from sponsors the way it does today. 
“You might get $300 for one race 
to put a car dealer on the side of 
your car,” Jarrett says. “Then you’d 
have to make an appearance at the 
showroom Friday night. Other than 
that, all you concentrated on was 
racing. In the early days, I worked 
on the race cars myself. It was me 
and two full-time mechanics. Now 
Dale has about 75 employees.” 
Many legends remain tied to 
the sport, as owners, fathers of 
racers or avid fans. And their nos- 
talgia for the golden days lives 
on. “We used to have such a great 
time,” says Johnson. “We didn’t 
let a day go by when we didn’t have 
a celebration of some sort. We 
didn’t have to cater to anybody’s 
money, because there wasn’t much 
money. If I were 20 years old now 
and just starting out, Lordy, mercy, 
it would be unbelievable how rich 
I’dbe. ButI wouldn’t trade places. 
We had too much fun.” 


Scott Fowler is a sports 
columnist with the 
Charlotte Observer. 
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Nothing keeps Kyle Petty 

going during tough times like the 
determination to prove that Adam 

would have been a winner 


A 


Kyle Petty is relaxing in his No. 45 Sprint 
hauler at Martinsville Speedway. Through 
the walls he can hear the incessant buzz 
of race cars circling the track. He’s spent 
a lifetime in the sport and 21 years as a 
Winston Cup regular, and there’s nowhere 
he’d rather be. 

“There’s no single event that would make 
me want to stop racing. That would have 
happened with Adam,” he says. Outside, 
gears shift down, and the buzz is replaced 
by the mad hum of cars coasting to avoid 
something on the track. “One day, I'll 
wake up and say I’m not having fun doing 
this anymore, and I'll just quit.” 

A member of his crew rushes into the 
hauler’s lounge area, and Kyle is sud- 
denly all business. “Somebody wreck?” 
he asks urgently. No, he’s told; there’s just 
some debris on the track. 

In NASCAR's version of daily life, wrecks 
are the jolting events that invariably test 
one’s resolve. No one knows this better 
than Kyle Petty. As CEO and inheritor of 
Petty Enterprises, the sport’s most-beloved 
family business, Kyle lost his brightest star 
driver—and best friend—in the May 12, 
2000, crash that claimed his 19-year-old 
son, Adam, during a practice run at the 
New Hampshire International Speedway. 
In the aftermath, Kyle has worn many hats— 
too many—trying to bring some solace 
and success to the company’s three Win- 
ston Cup teams, his family and himself. 


by Robert Edelstein 


No Petty Enterprises division suffered 
worse in 2001 than the race teams, whose 
drivers John Andretti, Buckshot Jones and 
Kyle himself collectively failed to qualify 
for more than halfthe circuit’s races. Rather 
than retire, though, Kyle insists he’s more 
resolved than ever to guide the company 
back from the ebb tide. If he makes this 
season the first step toward a brighter future, 
it'll be because he listened to the voice 
in his head that keeps him determined. 

It'll be because of Adam. 

“He’s still the driving influence behind 
where we’re at,” Kyle admits. “As we’ve 
made changes in personnel and our engine 
program, I look at it and say, ‘Would I do 
this for myself?’ Hmmm, maybe not. But I 
would give Adam every opportunity to have 
the best stuff he could have. And I think, 
‘If would do it for Adam, why wouldn’t 
I do it for John or Buckshot?’ A lot of times, 
the final decision comes down to that. 

“T want to make sure that [with] this 
team we put together for him and the 
changes we continue to make, I can look 
back at some point and say, ‘Yeah, he 
would have been a winner, too.’” 

In the wake of last season’s dismal show- 
ing (after Andretti’s second-place finish 
at Bristol in March, there wasn’t a Top 10 
scored among the three teams), wholesale 
changes at Petty Enterprises for 2002 began 
under the hood. For the first time in its 52- 
year history, the company will be turning 
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him a new perspective 
Orie en ete 
Ae | 
hard year. | don’t know 
how to explain it to 
people. After you go 
BOT UCT RLC 
OD RL 
Adam, you don’t have 
hard years.” 


























Adam, Richard and 
Kyle (from left) 
followed patriarch Lee 
Petty’s tracks to 
hecome NASCAR's only 
four-generation driving 
family. Lee passed 
away just three days 
after his great- 
grandson’s Winston 
Cup debut in 2000. 

















exclusively to a third-party engine builder, 
Mike Ege Racing Engines. “I hate it,” Kyle 
admits about dismantling the in-house 
department, but the move, a departure from 
his original five-year plan, is meant to jump- 
start the team after year one brought min- 
imal results. Also, Petty’s ex—crew chief, 
Chris Hussey, has been transferred to a 
more organizational position, and Richard 
Buck is in as technical director for the 
teams, one of the most vital pieces. 
Such maneuvers, designed to shore up 
PE in a world dominated by bigger-budget 
teams, give the veteran Andretti a greater 
belief in a coming reversal of fortunes. 
“We're still rebuilding,” Andretti says. “I 
couldn’t tell you what floor we are in the 
building, but some of the deals Kyle’s put 
together have bumped us up a few floors.” 


art of Andretti’s confidence 
comes from observing how 
Kyle deals with the loss of 
Adam, how he uses the hurt 
as his edge and Adam’s single- 
minded work ethic as his spark. “Adam was 
always saying, ‘Dad, you’ve got to fix this 
or that,’ ” recalls Andretti. “In a lot of ways, 
our motivation has to do with getting there 
inremembrance of what might have been.” 








Andretti watched Kyle trade his own 
No. 44 Cup car for Adam’s No. 45 Busch 
car—and rejigger the complicated spon- 
sorship deals attached to both—to prep 
what would have been Adam’s team for 
Winston Cup. He watched Kyle grapple 
with returning to racing at the track where 
Adam died. He saw the deaths of Kenny 
Irwin, Tony Roper, Dale Earnhardt and Blaise 
Alexander through Kyle’s eyes. And he mar- 
vels at the family’s commitment to chari- 
ties (see “Charity Begins at Home,” below), 
at Kyle and wife Pattie’s vision to create, in 
Adam’s name, the Victory Junction Gang 
Camp, a retreat for seriously ill children. 

“Walk through the garage and ask every 
driver what they think about Kyle Petty. 
It’s amazing, as a competitor, to be so highly 
thought of,” says Andretti. “Usually we 
just don’t like each other. It’s the nature 
of the beast. But when we stumble, every 
team has gone, ‘What can I do to help?’ 
People want to see the Pettys [succeed].” 

Andretti is also encouraged by what he 
sees as his boss’s reemergence as a driver. 
In August, the Friday night before a Win- 
ston Cup race, the pair shared driving 
duties at a Grand American road-racing 
event at Watkins Glen; driving a Porsche 
GT3 R, they won their division. 

The thrill of being behind the wheel 
remains Petty’s passion, regardless of recent 
family history. “I go out there because that’s 
what love to do,” he says. “But the wound 
never is able to heal. It almost gets to that 
point where you begin to feel comfortable 
and then something shakes your world 
again. But I don’t want it to totally heal.” | 





There is a glorious past behind Kyle: 
the 200 victories and seven championships 
of his father, Richard “the King” Petty; 
his grandfather Lee’s seminal influence on 
the sport. But for Kyle, there’s only the 
new season, then the next. That’s where 
he can celebrate what might have been. i 
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by Sandra McKee 
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hawna Robinson is driv- 
ing down the road, cell 
phone pressed to her ear. She 
will talk to anyone, any time, 
about racing. Prospective spon- 
sors, reporters, TV producers— 
anyone who will tell her story 
and help her realize her 
dream: being a successful, 
full-time competitor in the 
Winston Cup Series. 
The story of a woman 
Cup driver became big 
news in 2001 after Robin- 
son, following the pattern 
for prospective rook 
attempted to qualify for five 
races. Auto racing is one of the 
few sports in which both gen- 
ders can compete equally, so 
many people believed—or 
hoped—that with some success, 
Robinson would finally give 
NASCAR its first bona fide 
female driver success story. 





Unfortunately, of Robinson’s 
five 2001 attempts, she qualified 
only for the Michigan spring 
race and finished 34th, which 
badly hurt her se for the 
ever-elusive sponsor she needs 
to field a top race team. The 36- 
year-old who had hoped to run 
for 2002 Winston Cup rookie- 
of-the-year honors instead fir 
herself stuck in the pits 

“It’s hard to understand,” 
Robinson says. “In one or two 
races I can get more publicity 
than some male drivers can in 
a full season. I think it’s the risk 
factor. And it has never been 
a proven thing for women to be 
competitive in this sport. To a 
sponsor, it seems better to have 
their name in small letters on 
a bumper with a Jeff Gordon. 
But mediawise I can give them 
more exposure.” 

Female stock-car racers may 
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not be an anomaly, but they are 
an exception. When NASCAR 
was organized in 1948, Louise 
Smith, now 85 and in the Interna- 
tional Motorsports Hall of Fame, 
began an 11-year career alongside 
Lee Petty, Curtis Turner and Tim 
Flock—as well as Sarah Christian 
and Ethel Flock Mobley. But in 
the post-1975 modern era, 

Janet Guthrie has run 

half the races in a Cup season, 
competing in 19 events in 1977 
and finishing 23rd in points. 

It is difficult to comprehend 
why sponsors haven’t embraced 
a driver with Robinson’s fine 
pedigree. She was the 1984 
rookie of the year in the Great 
American Truck Series, the first 
woman to win a NASCAR 
Goody’s Dash Series event (1988) 
and the first female pole winner 
in the Busch Series (1994). After 
taking off four years to start a 
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7 (she and husband Jeff 
Clark, a member of Dale Earn- 
hardt Jr.’s Winston Cup team, 
have two kids), she matched the 
highest finish by a woman in a 
modern-day stock-car race, 
placing second in the ARCA 
200 at D in 1999. 

Some experts believe, how- 
ever, that Robinson’s numbers are 
merely competitive, not excep- 
tional. “A woman has never been 
successful at keeping a program 
together based on performance, 
says NASCAR team owner Jack 
Roush. “Shawna is talented, but 
two of the last five rookies we’ve 
had have won 50 percent of their 
races. If a fellow came along and 
had done what she’s done, he 
would not get consideration.” 

Although Roush admits he’d 
consider testing Robinson in the 
future, the fact is her 
challenge may be the NASCAR 


” 


satch-22: You can’t get a ride 
without sponsorship money, 
and the money won’t come 
unless you've logged seat time. 
She’d ne even had a full- 
season ride until owner Michael 
Kranefuss put her in his ARCA 
ar in 2000—and she finished a 
respectable sixth in points. “She 
as talent,” says Kranefuss, who 

ntinues to back her. “She’s 
earned respect. She has every- 
thing but the sponsor 

She also has the frustration of 
seeing drivers she started with in 
other series getting s in Win- 
ston Cup. “I could do what they 
doing, given the se,” she 
says. “But [Krar can’t keep 
doing it with his own money.” 

So Robinson continues to talk 
on her cell phone and to 
dream—not of another famous 
first, but of getting her big 
chance at long last. li 











ea 


For NASCAR's top drivers, the wait is finally over. The three 
months between the end of the 2001 season and the Daytona 
500 has been a time for teams to do more testing than resting, a 
time for refining, rebuilding, re-everything. Throughout the long 
season, the 43 drivers we analyze will seek the formula for 
consistency—and coming off a year when 19 different racers won 
. Winston Cup events, anything can happen. Of course, that didn’t 
stop us from ranking the sport's finest and predicting their order 
| of finish for 2002. In addition to forecasts, driver info and stats, 
| you'll find schedules as well as lineup and track information— 








everything needed to enjoy the year. For fans, the wait is over, too. 


All forecasts by David Poole. Profiles by Erik Arneson, Liz Clarke, Monte Dutton, Mike 
Hembree, Jeff lorio, Jim McLaurin and David Poole 
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Thewseeds of Jeff Gordon’s re 
TOME top in 2001 were plant. 
Previous year, although few re 
it at the time. Finishing ninth 
Winston Cup standings in 20 
the three-time series cham 
was accustomed to being mol 
in the garage was all but forg 
as Bobby Labonte and the late Dal 
Earnhardt took center stage. 
Beyond the spotlight, Gordon 

and crew chief Robbie Loomis 


of the pit. As the 2000 season drew 
of Top 10 finishes. “I could see the 
momentum,’ says car owner Rick 
Hendrick. “It was communication” 
with the sport grieving Earnhardt’s 
its footing. And Gordon soon 


found himself supplying the star 
wattage that NASCAR sorely lacke 


learned to trust each other in and out 


to a close, they put together a string 


But as the 2001 season opened 


death, Gordon's No. 24 Chevy found 






























2001 le: A. went right 
Giatiton sit pied back to the fo of 
NASCAR's elite circuit, winning his 
fourth career championship at age 
30. (Only Richard Petty are ao 





wrong: Failed to win at aither 
Daytona or Talladega in a season 
for the first time since 1994, the 
sh he got his first Cup victory. 
a best: Crew kept 
mk is car better during the 
Brickyard 400, so when it came 
down to crunch time, Gordon was 
ready to go, winning the race for 
the third time in his career. Gordon 
t: He won the pole for 
the spring race at Darlington but 








suffered his only engine failure 

of the season and finished 40th. 
In his own words: “It has been 
such a flash. | have to really stop 
myself and go, ‘Wow! | have done 
some things that have been 
absolutely incredible!” Goals for 
2002: There’s no reason Gordon, 
Loomis and this team should aim 
for anything less than another 
championship. They should be 
even better in '02. Personal: Born 
August 4, 1971, in Vallejo, Cali- 
fornia. He and wife Brooke now 
reside in South Florida. Pedigree: 
After moving to Indiana as a 
teenager, he took the 1990 U.S. 
Auto Club Midget title and the 





1991 USAC Silver Crown champi- 
onships. Won more than 500 
short-track races before switching 
to stock cars. Of note: He earned 
$32,000 for his charitable Jeff 
Gordon Foundation last year in an 
appearance on a sports-celebrity 
version of ABC's Who Wants to 
Be a Millionaire. 


CAREER: 293 races, 
58 wins, 147 Top 5’s, 190 Top 10’s. 
Winnings: $41,335,899. 


2001: 36 races, 
6 wins, 18 Top 5’s, 24 Top 10’s. 
Winnings: $6,649,076. 
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gr [ete 
12 wins, 39 Top 5’s, 66 Top 10’s. 
Winnings: $10,325,540. 


36 races, 
3 wins, 15 Top 5’s, 22 Top 10’s. 
Winnings: $3,493,043. 


ars after setting a record 
three victories as a Winston 
pup rookie, Tony Stewart proved 
he could handle the long and the 
short of the sport as well as its 
twists and turns. He opened his 
year by winning the Budweiser 
Shootout, a special non-points event 
held at Daytona just before the 500. 
He also won twice on short tracks 
(including the August night race at 
Bristol) and earned his first road- 
course victory at Sears Point in June. 
But there’s a dark side to his 
desire to win. He was reprimanded 
for bumping Jeff Gordon after the 
Bristol spring race and again for 
vehemently protesting a penalty 
at Daytona in July. He very publicly 


disagreed with NASCAR's deci- 
sion to make head-and-neck 
restraints mandatory and was the 
last driver to begin using one. 
Stewart's talent is unquestion- 
able, but before he can claim a 
championship, he must learn to 
properly channel his energy. 
2001 grade: B+. What went right: 
Won at Richmond, Bristol and Sears 
Point. What went wrong: A scary 
crash in the Daytona 500. Stewart 
at his best: Brilliant pass of Robby 
Gordon for Sears Point win showed 
just how good he really is. Stewart 
at his worst: Aforementioned temper. 
In his own words: “We had a roller- 
coaster season with some good 
performances and some disap- 





pointments. You couldn’t go to an 
amusement park and get on the 
ride we were on.’ Goals for 2002: If 
he could focus all his passion into 
going faster, he’d be nearly unbeat- 
able—especially if Gordon's team 
slips up. Personal: Born May 20, 
1971, in Columbus, Indiana. Single, 
with homes in Columbus and 
Cornelius, North Carolina. 
Pedigree: Won U.S. Auto Club 
Midget, Sprint and Silver Crown 
Series in 1995 plus the 1997 Indy 
Racing League championship. Of 
note: Raised $240,000 for charity 
by racing in the Indianapolis 500 
and the Coca-Cola 600 on the 
same day, finishing in the Top 10 
in both races. 
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arnhardt Jr’s promising = CAREER: 75 races, 


areer is young, but it may forever 5 wins, 12 Top 5’s, 21 Top 10’s. 
be defined by the unforgettable 13 BEF Winnings: $8,348,602. 
events of July 7, 2001. 'o@)- 

Returning to Daytona Interna- Le 
tional Speedway, the track where 7 3 wins, 9 Top 5’s, 15 Top 10’s. 
his father was killed last February, Winnings: $5,384,627. 
Junior dominated the Pepsi 400, a " 
then scored an emotional victory ial 
that rekindled his season—and with 
it, perhaps, his career. 

Junior had struggled after his 
father’s death, producing double- 
digit finishes. His Daytona win 
started a second-half surge that 
sent his team into the Top 10 and 
reestablished Junior as one of the 
sport's accelerating stars. 

In part because he carries his 
father’s name and touches of his driv- 
ing style, and in part because he rep- 
resents a new generation of racing 
fans, Junior's popularity is soaring. 
He enters the 2002 season as one 
of several up-front candidates for the 
Winston Cup championship. And 
think how much fun a Jeff Gordon— 
Tony Stewart—Earnhardt Jr. title race 
would be. 

2001 grade: B. What went right: His 
win in the Pepsi 400 in July, the first 
race there since his father’s death, 
was magical. What went wrong: Was 
only 26th in points after six races 
before turning it around. Earnhardt Jr. 
at his best: His wins at Daytona and 
Talladega would have made his late 
father, the master of restrictor-plate 
racing, proud. Earnhardt Jr. at his 
worst: Wrecked before finishing 

a lap in the season’s second race 
at Rockingham. In his own words: 

“I feel | can be a champion. My heart 
has always wanted that, but now | 
feel it being more of a real possibil- 
ity” Goals for 2002: It’s time for this 
team to step up into contention. 
Personal: Born October 10, 1974, 
in Kannapolis, North Carolina. Single; 
now lives in Mooresville, North 
Carolina. Pedigree: His grandfather 
Ralph was a short-track racing leg- 
end in the Carolinas and also drove 
with the No. 8; Earnhardt Jr. won 
the Busch Series titles in 1998 and 
'99. Of note: Was profiled in Rolling 
Stone magazine and a Playboy 
interview, and appeared at the MTV 


Video Music Awards. =. Dale Earnhardt Jr. 


NASCAR 2002 


BDEHOOG/TOP 





Ff 





2002 


Therspason started quietly enough 
forveff Burton, who finished the 
Daytona 500 in 19th place after a 
minor accident put him a lap back. 
But it didn’t take long to see that 
2001 was going to be loaded with 
racing gremlins for a team that had 
collected 10 Cup victories over the 
previous two seasons. 

Following Daytona, Burton was 
involved in two wrecks: a bounce 
off the wall at Rockingham and a 
lap-two spin at Las Vegas. After 
that, there were engine difficulties 
at Atlanta and tire problems on pit 
road at Darlington. 

Ten races in, the team that was 
in contention for a championship 
just a year before was 28th in 
points. It wasn’t until April that they 
finally recorded a Top 10 finish, and 
they didn't see victory lane until May. 


CAREER: 259 races, 
17 wins, 81 Top 5’s, 119 Top 10’s. 
Winnings: $22,594,095. 


2001: 36 races, 
2 wins, 8 Top 5’s, 16 Top 10’s. 
Winnings: $3,866,333. 


But as the season came to a 
close, Burton's fortunes shifted 
dramatically. After managing only 
three Top 5’s through the first 28 
races, he came to Charlotte and 
began a string of four Top 5’s, end- 
ing with a win at Phoenix. While 
his early-2001 problems left the 
championship well out of reach, his 
late-season form reestablished why 
he'll start 2002 as a top pick. 

2001 grade: B. What went right: 

A victory in the Coca-Cola 600 at 
Lowe's Motor Speedway in 
Charlotte. What went wrong: 
Hopes for a championship fizzled 
when it took eight races to finish 
better than 18th. Burton at his 
best: He stepped up to become a 
leader in the important debate on 
safety issues. Burton at his worst: 
After Charlotte, he went to Dover 


and ran horribly, finishing 31st, 
10 laps down. In his own words: 
“We're not quitters. Everybody in 
this garage needs to understand 
what kind of team we are. We didn’t 
perform at the level we're used to, 
but we still had the effort and I’m 
proud of that” Goals for 2002: 
Figure out what went wrong this 
year, fix it and take that first small 
step forward on the way back to 
the top. Personal: Born June 29, 
1967, in South Boston, Virginia. 
Lives in Cornelius, North Carolina, 
with wife Kim, daughter Paige, 6, 
and son Harrison, 1. Pedigree: 
Started in go-carts at age 8 and 
honed his skills at the short track 
in South Boston. Of note: Was an 
outstanding high school athlete 
and is a huge fan of college bas- 
ketball’s Duke Blue Devils. 
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Aitep being caught up in Daytona’s 
Gramatic 19-car crash, Labonte 
Started last season in 40th place, 
saddled with three unfamiliar let- 
ters: DNF. But by rebounding with 
a solid second-place finish at 
Rockingham, he kept alive the 
hope to repeat as champion and 
set the tone for the rest of the sea- 
son: a little bit of greatness mixed 
with a dash of disaster. 

In 2000, Labonte never fin- 
ished below 26th, earning four 
wins, 19 Top 5 finishes and 24 
Top 10 finishes. He was one of 
only two drivers to go the entire 
season without failing to finish a 
race. But it was a different story 
in 2001; six finishes outside the 
top 20, including four DNFs, coun- 


tered his 10 Top 10 finishes in the 
first 20 races. Though a threat in 
every race in 2001, Labonte didn't 
put together the performances 
needed to be a repeat champion. 
de: C+. What went right: 
With wins at Pocono in July and 
Atlanta in November, he clawed 
his way back from a slow start to 
eehenee a Top 10 points finish. 
ng: Only one Top 
10 in the first seven races left him 
25th in points. Labe 
best: Ran down Dale Earnhardt Jr. 
in the final He to gate of the 
Pocono win. 
Blown engines put Hie out Say 
at Atlanta, Texas and Chicagoland. 
ds: “Last year’s 
history doesn't matter. You are only 
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CAREER: 294 races, 
18 wins, 84 Top 5’s, 142 Top 10’s. 
Winnings: $25,306,096. 


2001: 36 races, 
2 wins, 9 Top 5’s, 20 Top 10’s. 
Winnings: $4,139,851. 





as good as you were last week. We 
have a good team, and we feel 
we have a chance every week.” 

s for 2002: Forget 2001 and 
aim for the week-to-week excel- 
lence that carried them to the 
2000 championship. Prove this 
team is better than it showed in 
2001. Personal: Born May 8, 
1964, in Corpus Christi, Texas. 
Lives in Trinity, North Carolina, with 
wife Donna and children Robert 
nae 7, and Madison Elizabeth, 4. 

2: Worked as a crew 
sbaraBae for brother Terry and 
raced short tracks before moving 
up. Won 1991 Busch Series title. 
Of note: Labonte is a Parrot Head 
and will travel anywhere feasible to 
see Jimmy Buffett in concert. 
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2002 


DaleVarrett had all the ingredients 
fora second Cup championship 
When the 2001 season dawned: a 
veteran crew chief in Todd Parrott, 
a committed car owner in Robert 
Yates, a first-rate pit crew and 16 
years’ driving experience. Then he 
confronted two hard truths: The rest 
of the competition had improved, and 
no racer is immune to bad luck. 

The 1999 champion started 
strong, taking the points lead with 
his March victory at Darlington, but 
a string of late-summer setbacks 
relegated him to finishes of 41st, 
37th and 34th. A hard crash at 
Kansas in September left him with 
a broken left rib and a slight con- 
cussion, and for the first time since 
"95, he finished outside the Top 4 
in the point standings. 

Looking ahead to 2002, Jarrett, 


45, says: “The competition is closer 
now. More teams are working 
together and capable of winning, 
and people are taking more chances 
in the pit. These days, winning 
means doing everything right.” 
2001 grade: B. What went right: 
Won three times in a four-race 
stretch early in the season and 
led the points standings in April 
and May. What went wrong: Four 
finishes of 31st or worse near 
mid-season erased his title hopes. 
Jarrett at his best: Came on late 
at the first Martinsville and New 
Hampshire races to snatch victo- 
ries from teammate Ricky Rudd. 
Jarrett at his worst: Started first at 
Watkins Glen but finished a disap- 
pointing 31st. In his own words: 
“Once you win the championship, 
you want to do it every year. It just 





seems like nothing else will suffice 
if you don’t” Goals for 2002: If the 
1999 winners want to earn another 
championship, they need to steal 

a page from comeback king Jeff 
Gordon's notebook and quickly 
turn things around. Personal: Born 
November 26, 1956, in Conover, 
North Carolina. Lives in Hickory, North 
Carolina, with wife Kelley. Has 

four children: Jason, 26, Natalee, 
13, Karsyn, 11, and Zachary, 7. 
Pedigree: First raced at Hickory 
Motor Speedway, where his father, 
two-time champion Ned Jarrett, 
was once the track promoter. 

Dale won 11 races and 14 poles 
in the Busch Series. Of note: 

An excellent golfer, he’s played 
many top American courses, includ- 
ing Augusta National, Pinehurst 
No. 2 and Pebble Beach. 


pre) PW Td gs 


CAREER: 459 races, 
28 wins, 141 Top 5’s, 210 Top 10’s. 
Winnings: $32,505,456. 


2001: 36 races, 
4 wins, 12 Top 5’s, 19 Top 10’s. 
Winnings: $4,608,366. 
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FOrmeyst of the 2001 season, Ricky 
fuged was in the race for a cham- 
Pronship. Although he faded to 
fourth in the final standings, Rudd 
still enjoyed one of the best years 
of his outstanding career. 

The highlight came at Pocono in 
June, when Rudd started from the 
pole and went to victory lane for the 
first time in 88 races. The winless 
streak must have felt interminable 
to a driver who'd won at least once 
in each season from 1983 to 1998. 

Eleven races later, Rudd won 
again. Almost as sweet as victory (in 
the Chevrolet Monte Carlo 400 at 
Richmond) was his return nudge to 
Kevin Harvick, who'd traded paint 
with him to go past 12 laps earlier. 

Dale Jarrett, Rudd’s teammate at 
Robert Yates Racing, stole wins in 





the season's first trips to Martins- 
ville and New Hampshire. But 
blown engines at Texas, Michigan 
and Martinsville, and a couple of 
other rough outings—39th at 
Rockingham in February and Indi- 
anapolis in August—broke Rudd's 
stride in his points race with even- 
tual champion Jeff Gordon. 

2001 grade: A—. What went right: 
Team put everything together in its 
second year with Robert Yates 
Racing. What went wrong: Team 
lost momentum down the stretch 
and, instead of challenging for the 
championship, wound up just trying 
to hold its ground. Rudd at his 
best: The win at Richmond and 
payback bump for Kevin Harvick. 
Rudd at his worst: Indianapolis 
(39th) and Michigan (42nd) 


es VAS ce -5m 
| 22 wins, 179 Top 5’s, 344 Top 10’s. 
Winnings: $23,628,399. 


2001: 36 races, 


2 wins, 14 Top 5’s, 22 Top 10’s. 
Winnings: $3,976,203. 





wounded title hopes, then blown 
engine at Martinsville killed them. 
n wn words: “! don't have 
anything to prove. I’m driven by my 
natural instincts to perform. | don’t 
need anybody to tell me to do 
better.’ Goals for 2002: Converting 
opportunities to win races into 
actual victories more frequently. 
Personal: Born September 12, 
1956, in Chesapeake, Virginia. 
Lives in Cornelius, North Carolina, 
with wife Linda and son Landon 
Lee, 7. Pedigree: After racing go- 
carts and motorcycles as a teen- 
ager, Rudd got in a stock car for 
the first time at his debut practice 
session at Rockingham in 1975. Of 
note: Won at least once each year 
between 1983 and 1998, but never 
won more than twice in one year. 
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2002 


Rook years are always tough, 
Bupkevin Harvick’s was in a 
JEague of its own. Before Dale 
Earnhardt’s fatal crash in the sea- 
son opener, Harvick was sched- 
uled to drive a handful of Winston 
Cup races and a full Busch 
schedule for Richard Childress, 
Earnhardt’s longtime partner. 

A distraught Childress turned to 
Harvick to fill the seat of the team’s 
top Winston Cup car. Harvick 
kept his Busch ride, driving a 
schedule that had him racking up 
more frequent-flier miles than laps. 

“When | took this job, | didn’t 
ask how much | was going to get 
paid or what | was going to drive or 
who | was going to be like,’ says 
Harvick. “I took the job because 
| wanted to be on Dale Earnhardt’s 


side and figure out how he and 
Richard Childress had won six 
championships together.’ 

Season highlights include scor- 
ing his first Winston Cup victory 
at Atlanta in just his third start and 
winning at the new Chicagoland 
track in July. Looks like he’s well 
on his way to figuring out Childress 
and Earnhardt’s secrets. 

2001 grade: A. What went right: 
Won the Busch Series champion- 
ship and Winston Cup rookie-of- 
the-year honors. What went wrong: 
Sometimes crossed the line 
between aggressive and out of 
control. Harvick at his best: Edged 
Jeff Gordon in photo finish for 
victory at Atlanta. Harvick at his 
worst: Got bounced around in 

his first start at Martinsville and fin- 


ished 34th. In his own words: 
“As a rookie, you go through situa- 
tions where you open your mouth 
when you shouldn't or don’t back 
off when you should.” Goals for 
2002: All car owner Childress 
needs to do is smooth off Har- 
vick's rough edges. But everyone 
must avoid the temptation 

to expect too much right away. 
Personal: Born December 8, 
1975, in Bakersfield, California. 
Wife, DeLana. Pedigree: Won the 
Winston West title in 1998. Also 
raced in the Craftsman Truck 
Series before making the jump to 
Busch, where he was 2000 rookie 
of the year. Of note: Got married 
in Las Vegas three days after 
making his first career start in 
Rockingham last February. 


CAREER: 35 races, 
2 wins, 6 Top 5’s, 16 Top 10’s. 
Winnings: $3,716,633. 


2001: 35 races, 
2 wins, 6 Top 5’s, 16 Top 10’s. 
Winnings: $3,716,633. 
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CHRIS STANFORD/ALLSPORT 


NIGEL KINRADE 
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homysour-year-old Sterling Marlin 
Gigyt waste much time endearing 
pimself to the Dodge camp upon 
its first return to Winston Cup 
racing since 1985. Driving for the 
team owned by Chip Ganassi and 
Felix Sabates, Marlin steered his 
No. 40 Coors Light Dodge to vic- 
tory lane in the first Gatorade Twin 
125 qualifying race for the Day- 
tona 500 in February. It marked the 
first time a Dodge had been in 
the winner's circle in any kind of 
Winston Cup race since Neil 
Bonnett won at Ontario in 1977. 
Marlin also was the first Dodge 
driver since Bonnett to win a Win- 
ston Cup points event, albeit a rain- 
shortened one, at the Pepsi 400 
at Michigan in August. He went on 
to erase that asterisk in October at 





Charlotte, taking a dominating 
victory in the UAW-GM Quality 
500 at Lowe's Motor Speedway. 
The future for the Tennessee 
native looks bright. He is signed 
to drive for Ganassi-Sabates 
through the 2002 season, and 
Coors Light is locked in as his 
sponsor through 2002. 
2001 grade: A—. What went right: 
Scored his first victory since 1996. 
What went wrong: Blew a chance 
to win the Brickyard 400 with 
a poor restart late in the race. 
Marlin at his best: Smoked the 
field with his win at Charlotte. 
Marlin at his worst: A blown engine 
at Atlanta and a crash at Texas 
stunted his early-season momen- 
tum. In his own words: “We had 
four or five races we could have 


CAREER: 539 races, 
9 wins, 74 Top 5’s, 180 Top 10’s. 
Winnings: $18,743,567. 


2001: 36 races, 
2 wins, 12 Top 5’s, 20 Top 10’s. 
Winnings: $3,361,662. 





won if circumstances were right. 
I'm happy with the wins we got, 
though.” Goals for 2002: Winning 
was a big step for this team. The 
next one is achieving consistency— 
and staying on top while Dodge's 
remaining teams try to catch up 
and earn a few wins themselves. 
Personal: The Tennessean was 
born June 30, 1957, in Franklin and 
now lives in Columbia with wife 
Paula. Has a son, Steadman, 21, 
and a daughter, Sutherlin, 11. 
Pedigree: The son of former 
NASCAR star Coo Coo Marlin, he 
cut his teeth racing at Nashville 
Raceway, where he was the track 
champion from 1980 to 1982. Of 
note: In high school Marlin played 
quarterback and linebacker and 
was team captain. 
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CAREER: 494 races, 


32 wins, 188 Top 5’s, 293 Top 10’s. | 


Winnings: $28,856,035. 


2001: 36 races, 
0 wins, 3 Top 5’s, 15 Top 10’s. 
Winnings: $3,487,719. 


fommpst drivers, 15 Top 10 finishes, 
im@eading three Top 5's, is an envi- 
Bole season. But for Mark Martin 
and his No. 6 Ford, 2001 was a 
year of unfulfilled expectations. 
“Totally humiliating,” in his words. 
Though 12th in the Winston Cup 
standings, Martin didn’t take 

a single checkered flag—his first 
winless year since 1996. 

It was a season Martin, with his 
32 Winston Cup wins and Busch 
Series record for victories, couldn't 
have imagined a few years back. 
Yet at 43, age is undeniably a factor. 
Past injuries, including a busted 
wrist, ribs and knee, have made him 
reprioritize, focusing more energy on 
his 10-year-old son, Matt. But don’t 


hold your breath waiting for Martin’s 
retirement speech. His mind may be 
on racing's next generation, but his 
body’ s still es much | in the game. 





Not much, eada Son short track 
poe at Bristol and Richmond. 

V \ g: Got knocked out 
early i in four of the season's first 10 
races, and things never got better. 
Suffered his worst points finish 
since '88. Led 
54 laps and peck Hie first 7 10, 

at Las Vegas. Martin < 
Finished 34th and 37th in ie sea- 
son's two races at Bristol. In his 
C V : “I have been blessed 
irouch the years and been very 
fortunate to have quite a bit of suc- 




















cess. But that places high expecta- 
tions, and you just can’t always 
meet them’? ' 2: Work 
hard to shake off the = cole 
funk that ruined 2001. : 
Born January 9, 1959, in Batesville, 
Arkansas. Lives in Daytona Beach, 
Florida, with wife Arlene. Children: 
Amy, 29, twins Rachel and Heather, 
27, Stacy, 23, and Matthew, 10. 
edigree: A Midwest “wonder boy,’ 
he grew up to win four American 
Speed Association titles before 
coming to NASCAR. Of n 
Martin's greatest joy is helping his 
son, Matt, race quarter midgets 
at a track he helped build in the 
infield at the New Smyrna Speed- 
way in Florida. 
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NIGEL KINRADE 


B=. Extended streak of 16 seasons 
with at least one victory. Failed to win at least 
one short-track race for only the second time since 1991. 

Held off Gordon to win at California, a track built by his 
car owner, Roger Penske. Pit-road speeding 
violation probably cost him win at Kansas. “I'd be 
lying if | didn’t say that every year that goes by is one less chance 
to win another championship”” Win streak should 
continue, but forget consistency; team needs to focus on winning 
when it has the car to do it. Born August 14, 1956, in 
St. Louis. Lives in Cornelius, North Carolina, with wife Patti and chil- 
dren Greg, 21, Katie, 17, and Stephen, 14. Won Amer- 
ican Speed Association title. Dad was three-time track champ in the 
St. Louis area. A jet-rated pilot, he has flown in an F-16. 





562 races, 54 wins, 292 Top 10’s. Winnings: $29,141,473. 
36 races, 1 win, 8 Top 5’s, 14 Top 10’s. Winnings: $4,272,406. 


2001 grade: B-. What went right: Raced into contention often 
enough that people started expecting his first career win. What went 
wrong: Didn't get that win; at times team outsmarted itself with strat- 
egy instead of trying to outrun everybody. Benson at his best: Three 
Top 5 finishes in a four-race stretch beginning at Pocono in July. 
Benson at his worst: Followed July streak by going out early in four 
of next six starts. In his own words: “Most of our success has been 
from having a great group of guys and great communication with- 
in the shop.’ Goals for 2002: Keep improving so wins will come, 
and make a run at the Top 10. Personal: Born June 27, 1963, in 
Grand Rapids. Lives in Cornelius, North Carolina, with wife Debbie 
and daughters Katelyn, 5, and Mikayla, 4. Pedigree: Champion in 
American Speed Association and Busch Series; rookie of the year 
in ASA, Busch and Winston Cup. Of note: In 2000, bought part 
ownership of a short track in Marne, Michigan, where he used to race. 


CAREER: 197 races, 0 wins, 47 Top 10’s. Winnings: $9,546,433. 
2001: 36 races, 0 wins, 6 Top 5’s, 14 Top 10’s. Winnings: $2,573,569. 


oae Won two poles and ran up front 
more times than in recent years. Ended seven-year 
run in Travis Carter's Fords; must adjust to new car, No. 41, and new 
team in 2002. “Mr. Excitement” is always fun 
OMe aF Can be too aggressive. 

“?m 44, Moving to a new team is not a money deal. Deep 
down inside, | feel that | can be successful” New ride 
with Chip Ganassi’s Dodge gives him chance to show how good 
he can be, so he must mesh with new team. isXolan) 
February 15, 1957, in Berwick, Pennsylvania. He and wife Pat live in 
Cornelius, North Carolina, with their two kids, Jimmy, 15, and Katrina, 
13. Followed Dad’s footsteps as a short-track driver. Won 
the Winston Modified titles in 1986 and 1987. As a teen, 
once slipped into a garage area at Pocono Raceway and met A.J. Foyt. 











370 races, 2 wins, 70 Top 10’s. Winnings: $12,476,683. 
36 races, 0 wins, 3 Top 5’s, 8 Top 10’s. Winnings: $2,398,939. 
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Ce Got out of his contract at 
Penske Racing and got a ride on Ray Evernham’s team. 

Too many mechanical difficulties in his No. 12 Fords. 

Back-to-back third-place finishes at 
Darlington and Bristol provided early-season promise. 
Openly criticized his team on several occasions. 

“There is just something about a really good finish 
that changes the way you look at life.” Mind his 
manners and drive hard. Evernham moved mountains to make a 
place for him. Born May 27, 1969, in Owensboro, 
Kentucky. Single; lives in Mooresville, North Carolina. 
Followed path blazed by the likes of Darrell Waltrip through 
Kentucky short-track ranks. Two of three career victories 
have come at Pocono Raceway. The other was at California. 


237 races, 3 wins, 58 Top 10’s. Winnings: $11,637,071. 
28 races, 0 wins, 5 Top 5’s, 7 Top 10’s. Winnings: $2,682,603. 


15. Ward Burton > i 


2001 grade: B-. What went right: Had a Top 6 finish on short 

track, intermediate track, superspeedway and road course. What 

went wrong: Mechanical failures and accidents, particularly the 

wreck at California, took big toll. Burton at his best: Victory in the 

Southern 500 at Darlington. Burton at his worst: Too often fol- i. “a 
lowed a Top 5 run with a string of bad finishes. In his own words: : 
“The 2001 season was a developmental season. We learned a lot 

about the Dodge and the way it reacts at different tracks. | think 

we're on the verge of being a legitimate threat every week.’ Goals 

for 2002: Keep clear of crashes and halt other early exits. If this team 

puts it all together, it could be formidable. Personal: Born October 

25, 1961, in Danville, Virginia. He and wife Tabitha live in Halifax, 

Virginia, with daughter Sarah, 15, and son Jeb, 9. Pedigree: Raced 

go-carts before moving to short track in South Boston. Of note: 

Operates own foundation to conserve and protect wildlife habitats. 


CAREER: 250 races, 3 wins, 67 Top 10’s. Winnings: $12,733,218. 








2001: 36 races, 1 win, 6 Top 5’s, 10 Top 10’s. Winnings: $3,293,599. 


B= Got back to victory lane for the first 
time in seven years. Had uphill battle against big 
expectations in first year with Dodge and car owner Ray Evernham. 

Beat teammate Casey Atwood to get drought- 
ending win at Homestead-Miami Speedway. After 
finishing fifth in Daytona 500, was 35th in return race there in July. 

“The guys on the team have busted their butts, 
and that's what helps drive me every week. They deserve more than 
what we've done.” Build on a solid first season with 
Dodge. Born October 8, 1955, in Dawsonville, Georgia. 
He and wife Cindy live in Blairsville, Georgia, with children Starr, 24, 
Brittany, 9, and Chase, 6. Came from Georgia short 
tracks with brothers Ernie and Dan working on his cars. 

Named Winston Cup racing's most popular driver 15 times. 


659 races, 41 wins, 294 Top 10’s. Winnings: $27,025,828. 
36 races, 1 win, 5 Top 5’s, 9 Top 10’s. Winnings: $3,337,671. 
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17. Matt Kenseth 


2001 grade: C-. What went right: Salvaged a Top 20 points finish 
out of disappointing year. What went wrong: Team qualified terribly 
all year. Kenseth at his best: Fourth-place finishes at Michigan, 
Talladega, Phoenix and New Hampshire. Kenseth at his worst: 
Returned to site of first career win at Charlotte and 'needed a pro- 
visional to start 40th. He finished 18th. In his own words: “We 
struggled with a bunch of different little problems. Some of the 


stuff was just bad luck—things we couldn't have predicted.” Goals 
for 2002: Find early success to quash rumors he might leave 
Roush Racing at season's end. Personal: Born March 10, 1972, 
in Cambridge, Wisconsin. He and wife Katie live in Terrell, North 
Carolina. Pedigree: Won on local short tracks before moving up 
through ASA and Busch Series ranks. Of note: Won first short- 
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2001 grade: Incoming freshman. What went right: Qualifying success 
showed he has no problem making a car go fast. What went wrong: 
Learned hard lessons about patience in Cup and Busch Series races. 
Newman at his best: Second-place run to Jeff Gordon in inaugural 
Kansas Speedway race. Newman at his worst: Won the pole for the 
Coca-Cola 600 at Charlotte and led by 10 laps early but crashed 
and finished last. In his own words: “The best way to get experience 
is to do it when you're up front racing with the best’ Goals for 2002: 
Don't expect too much too fast (don't aim too low either). Personal: 
Born December 8, 1977, in South Bend, Indiana. Single; lives in 
the Charlotte area. Pedigree: Won more than 100 features in quarter 
midgets, then rose through U.S. Auto Club ranks. Won second 
career start in a stock car in ARCA race at Pocono in 2000. Of note: 
Has degree in vehicle structure engineering from Purdue University. 
CAREER: 7 races, 0 wins, 2 Top 10’s. Winnings: $465,276. 

2001: 7 races, 0 wins, 2 Top 5’s, 2 Top 10’s. Winnings: $465,276. 
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cS Got out of his contract at 
Penske Racing and got a ride on Ray Evernham’s team. 

Too many mechanical difficulties in his No. 12 Fords. 

Back-to-back third-place finishes at 
Darlington and Bristol provided early-season promise. 
Openly criticized his team on several occasions. 

“There is just something about a really good finish 
that changes the way you look at life” Mind his 
manners and drive hard. Evernham moved mountains to make a 
place for him. Born May 27, 1969, in Owensboro, 
Kentucky. Single; lives in Mooresville, North Carolina. 
Followed path blazed by the likes of Darrell Waltrip through 


a | hort-track ranks Of Two_of three career victories 
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Beat teammate Casey Atwood to get drought- 


“The guys on the team have busted their butts, 


Brittany, 9, and Chase, 6. Came from Georgia short 
tracks with brothers Ernie and Dan working on his cars. 
Named Winston Cup racing’s most popular driver 15 times. 


659 races, 41 wins, 294 Top 10’s. Winnings: $27,025,828. 
36 races, 1 win, 5 Top 5’s, 9 Top 10’s. Winnings: $3,337,671. 








IN THE 
UNITED STATES 


BS Got back to victory lane for the first 
time in seven years. Had uphill battle against big 
expectations in first year with Dodge and car owner Ray Evernham. 


ending win at Homestead-Miami Speedway. After 
finishing fifth in Daytona 500, was 35th in return race there in July. 


and that's what helps drive me every week. They deserve more than 
what we've done’ Build on a solid first season with 
Dodge. Born October 8, 1955, in Dawsonville, Georgia. 
He and wife Cindy live in Blairsville, Georgia, with children Starr, 24, 
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2001 grade: C-. What went right: Salvaged a Top 20 points finish 
out of disappointing year. What went wrong: Team qualified terribly 
all year. Kenseth at his best: Fourth-place finishes at Michigan, 
Talladega, Phoenix and New Hampshire. Kenseth at his worst: 
Returned to site of first career win at Charlotte and needed a pro- 
visional to start 40th. He finished 18th. In his own words: “We 
struggled with a bunch of different little problems. Some of the 
stuff was just bad luck—things we couldn't have predicted” Goals 
for 2002: Find early success to quash rumors he might leave 
Roush Racing at season’s end. Personal: Born March 10, 1972, 
in Cambridge, Wisconsin. He and wife Katie live in Terrell, North 
Carolina. Pedigree: Won on local short tracks before moving up 
through ASA and Busch Series ranks. Of note: Won first short- 
track race in third start while in high school. 


2 : ig / CAREER: 76 races, 1 win, 22 Top 10’s. Winnings: $4,859,878. 
oe A ee 2001: 36 races, 0 wins, 4 Top 5’s, 9 Top 10’s. Winnings: $2,265,839. 





18. Ricky Craven b 


2001 grade: B. What went right: First victory for self and owner 
Cal Wells proved he’s all the way back. What went wrong: Hard to 
make headway in the points race with finishes outside Top 40. Craven 
at his best: Made a daring pass for the lead, then held off Dale Jarrett 
on a memorable final lap at Martinsville. Craven at his worst: Blew 
an engine and finished 38th at New Hampshire, where he’s the local 
favorite. In his own words: “I'm having the time of my life racing with 
this team. We have the potential to get the job done on any given 
weekend.” Goals for 2002: Be consistently competitive. Team may 
be a single-car operation in 2002, and that’s tough. Personal: 
Born May 24, 1966, in Newburgh, Maine. Splits time between 
Concord, North Carolina, and Greenville, Maine. He and wife 
Cathleen have a daughter, Riley Diane, 10, and a son, Richard 
Everett, 5. Pedigree: Winston Cup rookie of the year in 1995. Of 
note: Hosts a fund-raising snowmobile ride in Maine each winter. 


CAREER: 180 races, 1 win, 24 Top 10’s. Winnings: $6,744,566. 
2001: 36 races, 1 win, 4 Top 5’s, 7 Top 10’s. Winnings: $1,923,981. 


2001 grade: Incoming freshman. What went right: Qualifying success 
showed he has no problem making a Car go fast. What went wrong: 
Learned hard lessons about patience in Cup and Busch Series races. 
Newman at his best: Second-place run to Jeff Gordon in inaugural 
Kansas Speedway race. Newman at his worst: Won the pole for the 
Coca-Cola 600 at Charlotte and led by 10 laps early but crashed 
and finished last. In his own words: “The best way to get experience 
is to do it when you're up front racing with the best’ Goals for 2002: 
Don't expect too much too fast (don’t aim too low either). Personal: 
Born December 8, 1977, in South Bend, Indiana. Single; lives in 
the Charlotte area. Pedigree: Won more than 100 features in quarter 
midgets, then rose through U.S. Auto Club ranks. Won second 
career start in a stock car in ARCA race at Pocono in 2000. Of note: 
Has degree in vehicle structure engineering from Purdue University. 


HOTOGRAPHY (2) 


CAREER: 7 races, 0 wins, 2 Top 10’s. Winnings: $465,276. 
2001: 7 races, 0 wins, 2 Top 5’s, 2 Top 10’s. Winnings: $465,276. 


FROM TOP: ROBERT LABERGE/ALLS 


NASCAR 2002 






























C+. Moved to No. 26 Fords at Haas 

Carter Motorsports for 2002. Injuries from crash 

during Busch Series test in May kept him out of five races. 
Dominating fall victory at Rockingham. 

Last at Bristol in the spring, going out after 108 of 500 laps 
with overheating problem. “If an enemy was trying 
to get secrets out of a race-car driver, they wouldn’t need bamboo 
shoots under the fingernails. All they would have to do is let some- 
body else drive his car. That was pure torture?’ Click 
with new team. Born September 26, 1963, in Naples, 
Florida. He and wife Andrea live in Mooresville, North Carolina, with 
son John, 4, and daughter Blair, 2. Raced motocross 
as a teen. Won 1992 Busch Series title. Ron Fellows has 
Busch and Truck Series wins in vehicles Nemechek owns. 


253 races, 2 wins, 32 Top 10’s. Winnings: $9,866,212. 
31 races, 1 win, 1 Top 5, 4 Top 10’s. Winnings: $2,510,723. 


Poe rae Schrader 


2001 grade: D. What went right: Managed occasional Top 10 run. 
What went wrong: It sounds simplistic, but the car just didn’t run fast 
enough, often enough. Schrader at his best: Eighth-place finish in 
fourth race, at Atlanta, offered signs of life early on. Schrader at his 
worst: Finished 40th in first Talladega race, where he’s had some of 
his better moments in recent years. In his own words: “We had some 
strong runs in 2001, even if our finishes didn't always show it. [Crew 
chief] Newt Moore and | learned a lot about each other and about 
the Pontiac body style.” Goals for 2002: Get back in gear or start 
thinking about how much longer he wants to do this. Personal: Born 
May 29, 1955, in Fenton, Missouri. Lives in Concord, North Carolina, 
with wife Ann. Children: Dorothy, 12, and Sheldon, 6. Pedigree: 
Won 33 races in U.S. Auto Club midgets, sprints and Silver Crown 
competitions. Of note: Made first five career Cup starts in cars 
owned es former driver and NASCAR ecee car driver Elmo Langley. 








Se 528 races, 4 wins, 176 Top 10’s. Winnings: SPO ciToe 
2001: 36 races, 0 wins, 0 Top 5’s, 5 Top 10’s. Winnings: $2,254,390. 


B= Competitive during rookie season, 
with Top 5’s at Texas, Talladega and Indianapolis. He did better than 
many expected in 2001. Couldn't escape Roush 
Racing team jinx in 2001. Won pole and led 74 


laps early in the Southern 500 at Darlington. 
Finished last twice at Michigan, car owner Jack Roush’s “home” 
track. “It's a matter of our team learning from each 
circumstance, applying things that we have learned from one week 
to the next and being able to capitalize on that knowledge.’ 

Press onward and upward. Born August 4, 1978, in 
Las Vegas. Single; lives in Charlotte, North Carolina. Went 
from short tracks in Vegas to win the Featherlite Southwest Series 
title and Craftsman Truck Series rookie-of-the-year honors. 
Earned Roush Racing ride through a Gong Show-style tryout. 


42 races, 0 wins, 6 Top 10’s. Winnings: $2,482,544. 
35 races, 0 wins, 3 Top 5’s, 6 Top 10’s. Winnings: $2,170,629. 
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23. Bobby Hamilton 


2001 grade: C. What went right: Got Andy Petree his first win as a 
Cup team owner. What went wrong: Dropped out of Top 20 in points 
with mid-season swoon while 2002 sponsorship was still an issue. 

Hamilton at his best: Morale-boosting victory in first race at Talla- 
dega. Hamilton at his worst: Finished outside Top 20 in 13 of 15 

starts following Talladega win. In his own words: “You struggle for a 
couple of years, then you get with a team that you fit their race cars 
real well. | got real lucky that | fit real well” Goals for 2002: More than 

one victory. Personal: Born May 29, 1957, in Nashville. Lives with 

wife Debbie in Mt. Juliet, Tennessee. Son Bobby Jr., 24, also races. 
Pedigree: Grandfather and father built race cars. Of note: First career 

start was at Phoenix in a car used in filming “Days of Thunder” He 
f / qualified fifth and was running in Top 10 when NASCAR made him 
pull out, fearing his finish might hurt a regular in final points standings. 


CAREER: 337 races, 4 wins, 64 Top 10’s. Winnings: $12,738,653. 
2001: 36 races, 1 win, 3 Top 5’s, 7 Top 10’s. Winnings: $2,275,904. 




















C. Sprinkled enough good finishes 
throughout the season to keep showing promise. 
Ran out of gas two turns short of victory in fall race at Atlanta. 
Second-place run at Dover showed he’s broad- 
ening the range of tracks where he can run well. 
Numbers still too high in most dreaded statistic, Did Not Finish. 
“Everybody wants to win, everybody works hard to 
win, and these sponsors pay a lot of money to win races. We'll get 
our break?’ Stay away from crashes and keep team 
high in pecking order now that a fourth team has been added 
| at Hendrick Motorsports. Born September 9, 1970, in 
| Danbury, Connecticut. Lives in Mooresville, North Carolina, with wife 
| Jada. Raced in go-carts, Barber Pro Series and Formula 
Opel in Europe before breaking into NASCAR. Once fin- 
ished second in a go-cart race on ice in St. Petersburg, Russia. 





139 races, 1 win, 17 Top 10’s. Winnings: $6,705,193. 
36 rane, 0 Assbist 4 Top 5’s, 10 Top 10’s. Winnings: $2,246,774. 


25. Pee Seen 


2001 grade: C. What went right: More decent runs in second full 
season at Bill Davis Racing. What went wrong: Too often shared 
teammate Ward Burton's bad luck with crashes. Blaney at his 
best: Led 70 laps at Atlanta in March before running into problems. 
Blaney at his worst: Qualifying performance is sporadic, especially 
on intermediate tracks. In his own words: “First you have to run up 
front consistently. Once you prove you can do that, your first win 
could come anywhere.” Goals for 2002: Pull his new No. 77 Ford 
team together; that’s step one to finding the kind of success he 
had in sprint cars. Personal: Born October 24, 1962, in Hartford, 
Ohio. Lives in Trinity, North Carolina. Wife: Lisa. Kids: Emma, 10, 
Ryan, 8, and Erin, 3. Pedigree: Won 1995 World of Outlaws title 
and many elite sprint-car events before tackling stock cars. Of note: 
Owns World of Outlaws team for which brother Dale drives. 











CAREER: 75 races, 0 wins, 8 Top 10’s. Winnings: $3,277,505. 
2001: 36 races, 0 wins, 0 Top 5’s, 6 Top 10’s. Winnings: $1,788,146. 
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OF THE REST 


It's not easy to predict the 2002 Cup standings, and with some drivers, it’s downright 
impossible. If Steve Park makes a quick comeback, for example, he'll likely be in the 
top echelon. And if Kenny Wallace fills in for Park for a large portion of the season, 
he also could fare well. How will Hut Stricklin do with Bill Davis Racing? Will Jimmie 
Johnson steal Ryan Newman’s rookie thunder? The following drivers certainly have 
big hurdles to clear to make the Top 25. 




















Outside Top 30. C-. Sixth at Darlington, 
second at Bristol. 34th and 30th at Richmond, 35th and 33rd at 
Martinsville. “If some races were 40 laps shorter, it would be 
a different story” Work to pick things up at Petty Enterprises; otherwise, 
look elsewhere. Born March 12, 1963, in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania; 
lives in Mooresville, North Carolina. Wife, Nancy; three children. 

Nephew of Mario, cousin of Michael. A.J. Foyt is his godfather. 


262 races, 2 wins, 35 Top 10’s. Winnings: $11,591,410. 
35 races, 0 wins, 1 Top 5, 2 Top 10’s. Winnings: $2,873,184. 


Casey Atwood 


Forecast: Outside Top 30. 2001 grade: C+. At his best: Might have won Home- 
stead had it not been for a late yellow. At his worst: Didn’t make it through the 
first turn of inaugural Kansas race. In his own words: “I’m getting to do what 
| love. | look forward to a long career in racing.” Goals: To keep in mind that Jeff 
Gordon was a rookie once, too. Personal: Born August 25, 1980, in Nashville. 
Single; lives in Antioch, Tennessee. Pedigree: Dozens of wins in late-model 
stock races as teen. Of note: Youngest driver, at 18, to win in Busch Series. 








CAREER: 38 races, 0 wins, 4 Top 10’s. Winnings: $1,894,141. 
2001: 35 races, 0 wins, 1 Top 5, 3 Top 10’s. Winnings: $1,797,111. 


y; Outside Top 30. Was the last car to 


make the field for both Daytona races, but wound up finishing 15th and ninth. 
39th and 43rd at Richmond. “Having some 
money gets more engines, more crew, more testing.... We've got to con- 
tinue to grow.’ To quote the Bee Gees: “Stayin’ alive, stayin’ alive.’ 
Born January 11, 1959, in Elmira, New York; lives in Davidson, North | 
Carolina. Wife, Diane; one child. One of the Top 50 modified drivers 
of all time. Purchased his race team in 1995 from Junior Johnson. | 








442 races, 1 win, 61 Top 10’s. Winnings: $11,425,453. 
36 races, 0 wins, 0 Top 5’s, 2 Top 10’s. Winnings: $1,740,526. 
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Todd Bodine 
Forecast: Outside Top 30. 2001 grade: C+. At his best: Started sixth, led 44 
laps, finished fifth at Las Vegas. At his worst: 43rd at Pocono in July. In his 
own words: “As a new driver, it will take a lot of races and a lot of notes to 
become really precise.’ Goals: Finish more races. Personal: Born February 27, 
1964, in Chemung, New York; lives in Concord, North Carolina. Wife, Lynn; 
one child. Pedigree: Worked at the family-owned Chemung Speedrome in 
New York. Of note: Married onhis “lucky day,’ Friday, November 13, 1987. 

















CAREER: 145 races, 0 wins, 16 Top 10’s. Winnings: $4,111,564. 
2001: 35 races, 0 wins, 2 Top 5’s, 2 Top 10’s. Winnings: $1,740,315. 








Outside Top 30. Be) Bump-and-run win 
| over Jeff Gordon in season finale. Failed to qualify for October 
| Charlotte race and Atlanta late in year. “We showed we can 
get to victory lane in Winston Cup’ Live up to his potential. 
Born January 2, 1969, in Orange, California. Single, with homes in California 
and North Carolina. Two CART wins; accomplished off-road racer. 


Won the Baja 1000 off-road race in 1987 and '89. 


62 races, 1 win, 6 Top 10’s. Winnings: $2,716,145. 
17 races, 1 win, 2 Top 5’s, 3 Top 10’s. Winnings: $1,371,900. 
a 

a Jeff Green 
Forecast: Outside Top 25. 2001 grade: C. At his best: Won pole for Bristol 
night race; led 71 laps before wrecking. At his worst: Failed to qualify for fall 
Charlotte race. In his own words: “With a little time, we'll be as good as any- 
one” Goals: Work to fit in with Richard Childress’s other teams. Personal: 
Born September 6, 1962, in Owensboro, Kentucky; lives in Davidson, North 
Carolina, with wife Michelle. Pedigree: Dominated 2000 Busch Series with 
brother David. Of note: His 616-point winning margin that season is a record. 








CAREER: 58 races, 0 wins, 3 Top 10’s. Winnings: $1,596,041. 
2001: 8 races, 0 wins, 0 Top 5’s, 1 Top 10. Winnings: $441,449. 













Outside Top 30. Incoming freshman. Busch 
Series win in inaugural race at Chicagoland. Strong start in Cup 

| debut (Charlotte), then crashed. “| keep telling myself it’s just 
| arace car. Drive it and don't worry about it” Get firm footing with new 

| team. Born September 19, 1975, in El Cajon, California. Single; lives 
near Charlotte. Three straight off-road championships. After 
a horrific crash at Watkins Glen, he jumped out and greeted the relieved crowd. 


3 races, 0 wins, 0 Top 10’s. Winnings: $122,320. 














Buckshot Jones 

Forecast: Outside Top 30. 2001 grade: D-. At his best: Finished on lead lap 
at Talladega in April. At his worst: Too many wrecks, including on second 
lap of No Bull Sprint in May. In his own words: “You like to take giant steps, 
but you also have to take tiny steps to move ahead.” Goals: Stay out of 
trouble and show some progress. Personal: Born July 23, 1970, in West 
Palm Beach, Florida; lives in Atlanta area. Wife, Jina; one child. Pedigree: 
Busch Series. Of note: First name is Roy. Grandfather gave him the nickname 
because of his toughness in bouncing back from a childhood accident. 





CAREER: 47 races, 0 wins, 1 Top 10. Winnings: $2,195,201. 
OW NascaR 2001: 30 races, 0 wins, 0 Top 5’s, 0 Top 10’s. Winnings: $1,631,488. 
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Outside Top 30. D= 


O ed qua q for Daytona 500 by one spo 
g is abo Elem esea and engineering—no 
. ake the field. P ° Bie a 4,19 
Rockbridge Ba ginia 2 aro ele 
an d e eS ea eB Of no 
ClOllmo\uc ora at dispense ee medical care 


Finished sixth and 10th 


at Bristol. Crashed and finished 38th at Richmond, twice. 
“We're still trying to figure out the new tires?’ Turn things 

around and head back toward the top. Born November 16, 1956, in 

Corpus Christi, Texas; lives in Thomasville, North Carolina. Wife, Kim; two 

: | | children. Quarter midgets; finished fourth in first Cup start in 1978. 

) He and brother Bobby had a park named for them in Corpus Christi. 


709 races, 21 wins, 340 Top 10’s. Winnings: $26,497,692. 
He: Ey . 36 races, 0 wins, 1 Top 5, 3 Top 10’s. Winnings: $2,972,901. 











Season-ending concussion in September wreck. 





nite) 
ea 









Kyle Petty 


Forecast: Outside Top 30. 2001 grade: D-. At his best: Finished 16th in 
Daytona 500. At his worst: Failed to qualify 12 times. In his own words: 
“You're either moving ahead or falling behind” Goals: Be patient and rebuild. 
Personal: Born June 2, 1960, in Randleman, North Carolina; lives in Trinity, 
North Carolina. Wife, Pattie; two children (oldest son Adam died in a racing 
crash in '00). Pedigree: Grandpa Lee and dad Richard raced a bit in their 
day. Of note: Starting a camp for seriously ill children in honor of Adam. 


CAREER: 609 races, 8 wins, 167 Top 10’s. Winnings: $13,331,568. 
2001: 24 races, 0 wins, 0 Top 5’s, 0 Top 10’s. Winnings: $1,008,919. 
20th-3 Oth. C. 
Started 41st and 38th at Charlotte. 
for them meant more than anything in the world.’ 


Emporia. Single. Five Busch wins. 


Impossible to say until health status is clear. 
Rockingham win eight days after Earnhardt's death. 


Carolina Tar Heels basketball team and the WWF. 


“l'll never 


forget the opportunities Dale gave me.’ Health is the obvious priority. 
Born August 23, 1967, in Islip, New York; lives in Mooresville, North 

Carolina. Single. One of the Top 50 modified drivers of all time. 
When Earnhardt called to discuss hiring him, Park thought it was a joke. 


114 races, 2 wins, 30 Top 10’s. Winnings: $6,999,035. 
24 races, 1 win, 5 Top 5’s, 12 Top 10’s. Winnings: $2,385,971. 


PEAT 


Good pit strategy got 
the Wood brothers their first Bristol win in 51 years of racing. 


“Instead of making 


changes behind the wheel, the Wood brothers stuck with me, so winning 


To have more good 


days like Bristol. Born April 30, 1975, in Emporia, Virginia; lives in 


Huge fan of the North 


| 
105 races, 1 win, 4 Top 10’s. Winnings: $5,739,209. 
36 races, 1 win, 2 Top 5’s, 2 Top 10’s. Winnings: $2,525,007. 

j 
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Mike Skinner 


Forecast: 20th—30th. 2001 grade: Incomplete. At his best: Won 125-mile 
qualifying race before Daytona 500. At his worst: Back-to-back crashes at 
Daytona and Chicagoland led to his early departure for surgery. In his own 
words: “You keep looking for the right chemistry until you find it” Goals: 
Rebuild for success. Personal: Born June 28, 1957, in Ontario, California; 


lives in Daytona Beach. Wife, Angela; two children. Pedigree: First champion 
in Truck Series ('95). Of note: Avid golfer and tourney-winning pool player. 
CAREER: 167 races, 0 wins, 38 Top 10’s. Winnings: $9,155,468. 
2001: 23 races, 0 wins, 0 Top 5’s, 1 Top 10. Winnings: $1,921,186. 

: ah 














| Outside Top 30. D+. Sixth-place finish at 
| Michigan (June). Finished 22nd in 125-mile qualifier; missed start- 
| ing field for Daytona 500. “It's devastating to miss a race. 
| A driver is his own worst critic; you get down on yourself” To show his 
| talent in new ride with Bill Davis Racing. Born June 24, 1961, in 
| Calera, Alabama; lives in Mooresville, North Carolina. Wife, Pam; two children. 
Married to Donnie Allison's daughter. Loves karaoke singing. 


306 races, 0 wins, 29 Top 10’s. Winnings: $5,815,665. 
22 races, 0 wins, 0 Top 5’s, 1 Top 10. Winnings: $1,006,021. 


I 
Kenny Wallace 
Forecast: Outside Top 30. 2001 grade: C. At his best: Second at Rockingham. 
At his worst: The whole Eel River mess. In his own words: “I do my job to the 
best of my ability, and what will be will be.” Goals: To use his Steve Park 
fill-in role; it's the chance he’s waited for. Personal: Born August 23, 1968, in 
St. Louis; lives in Concord, North Carolina. Wife, Kim; three children. Pedigree: 
Worked on brother Rusty’s cars before tackling ASA circuit as a driver. Of 
note: First vehicle he drove was.an old pickup on Ken Schrader’s property. 


CAREER: 243 races, 0 wins, 25 Top 10’s. Winnings: $7,846,028. 
2001: 24 races, 0 wins, 1 Top 5, 2 Top 10’s. Winnings: $1,507,922. 















Outside Top 30. B=. Top 10's at Martinsville, 
Daytona and Talladega. Failed to qualify at Charlotte and 
Indianapolis. “To have Penske Racing give me a chance is 
a statement in itself” Earn a top-level ride. Born March 10, 
1959, in St. Louis; lives near Charlotte. Wife, Carla; three children. 

Won 300 Midwest short-track races. He, Rusty and Kenny were the 
| first brother trio in a Winston Cup race (Phoenix, 91) in the sport's modern era. 


118 races, 0 wins, 8 Top 10’s. Winnings: $3,195,151. 
29 races, 0 wins, 1 Top 5, 6 Top 10’s. Winnings: $2,075,044. 


Michael Waltrip 


Forecast: Outside Top 30. 2001 grade: C. At his best: Winning Daytona 500 in 
his first race with a new team. At his worst: Five finishes of 36th or worse in six 
starts. In his own words: “Sometimes having the most knowledge and skill— 
even the most car—doesn'’t help at all” Goals: Use the opportunity; mediocre 
won't cut it at Dale Earnhardt Inc. Personal: Born April 30, 1963, in Owens- 
boro, Kentucky; lives in Sherrills Ford, North Carolina. Wife, Elizabeth (Buffy); 

| ie two children. Pedigree: DW's little brother started on short tracks; moved to 
Leet . ; Dash and Busch before Cup. Of note: Has run the Boston Marathon. 


CAREER: 498 races, 1 win, 85 Top 10’s. Winnings: $14,791,626. 
2001: 36 races, 1 win, 3 Top 5’s, 3 Top 10’s. Winnings: $3,373,394. 
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Atlanta Motor 
Speedway 
Location: 1500 Highway 19 
and 41 South, Hampton, 
GA 30228 
Shape: Quad-oval 
Distance: 1.54 miles 
Banking, turns: 24° 
Front straight: 2,332 feet 
Banking, straightaways: 5° 
Back straight: 1,800 feet 
Tickets: (770) 946-4211 
Seats: 124,000 
www.atlantamotorspeed 
way.com 
In 2002: Atlanta 500 (March 
10, Fox; 2001 winner: 
Kevin Harvick), NAPA 500 
(October 27, NBC; 2001 
winner: Bobby Labonte) 
Laps run/race: 325 ina 
500.5-mile event 
Qualifying record: Geoffrey 
Bodine, 197.478 mph 
(28.074 sec.), 11/15/97 


Bristol Motor 
Speedway 
Location: 151 Speedway 
Bivd., Bristol, TN 37620 
Shape: Oval 
Distance: .533 miles 
Banking, turns: 36° 
Front straight: 650 feet 
Banking, straightaways: 16° 
Back straight: 650 feet 
Tickets: (423) 764-1161 
Seats: 147,000 
www.bristolmotorspeed 
way.com 
In 2002; Food City 500 
(March 24, Fox; 2001 win- 
ner: Elliott Sadler), Sharpie 
500 (August 24, TNT; 
2001 winner: Tony Stewart) 
Laps run/race: 500 ina 
266.5-mile event 
Qualifying record: Steve 
Park, 126.370 mph 
(15.184 sec.), 3/24/00 


California 

Speedway 

Location: 9300 Cherry Ave., 
Fontana, CA 92335 











Shape: D-shaped oval 
Distance: 2 miles 
Banking, turns: 14° 
Front straight: 3,100 feet 
Banking, front straight: 11° 
Back straight: 2,500 feet 
Banking, back straight: 3° 
Tickets: (800) 944-7293 
Seats: 92,000 
www.californiaspeedway.com 
In 2002: NAPA Auto Parts 
500 (April 28, Fox; 2001 
winner: Rusty Wallace) 
Laps run/race: 250 ina 
500-mile event 
Qualifying record: Mike 
Skinner, 186.061 mph 
(38.697 sec.), 4/28/00 


Chicagoland 
Speedway 
Location: 500 Speedway 
Blvd, Joliet, IL 60433 
Shape: D-shaped tri-oval 
Distance: 1.5 miles 
Banking, turns: 18° 
Front straight: 2,400 feet 
Banking, front straight: 11° 
Back straight: 1,700 feet 
Banking, back straight: 5° 
Tickets: (815) 727-7223 
Seats: 75,000 
www.chicagolandspeed 





way.com 

In 2002: Tropicana 400 (July 
14, NBC; 2001 winner: 
Kevin Harvick) 

Laps run/race: 267 ina 
400.5-mile event 

Qualifying record: Todd 
Bodine,183.717 mph 
(29.393 sec.), 7/13/01 





Darlington 
Raceway 
Location: 1301 Harry Byrd 
Hwy,, Darlington, SC 29532 
Shape: Egg-shaped oval 
Distance: 1.366 miles 
Banking, turns: 25° (turns 1 
and 2), 23° (turns 3 and 4) 
Front straight: 1,229 feet 
Banking, straightaways: 2° 
Back straight: 1,229 feet 
Tickets: (843) 395-8499 
Seats: Approx. 60,000 
www.darlingtonraceway.com 
In 2002: Carolina Dodge Deal- 
ers 400 (March 17, Fox; 








2001 winner: Dale Jarrett), 
Mountain Dew Southern 
500 (September 1, TNT; 
9001 winner: Ward Burton) 
Laps run/race: 367 ina 
501,3-mile event 
Qualifying record: Ward 
Burton, 173.797 mph 
(28,295 sec,), 3/22/96 


Daytona 
International 
Speedway 


Location: 1801 W. Int’! 





Speedway Blvd., Daytona 
Beach, FL 32114-1243 

Shape: Tri-oval 

Distance: 2.5 miles 

Banking, turns: 31° 

Front straight: 3,800 feet 

Banking, tri-oval: 18° 

Back straight: 3,000 feet 

Banking, back straight: 3° 

Tickets: (386) 253-7223 

Seats: 167,678 

www.daytonainternational 
speedway.com 

In 2002: Budweiser Shootout* 
(February 10, TNT; 2001 
winner: Tony Stewart), 
Gatorade 125s* (February 
14, TNT; 2001 winners: 
Sterling Marlin, Mike Skin- 
ner), Daytona 500 (Febru- 
ary 17, NBC; 2001 winner: 
Michael Waltrip), Pepsi 
400 (July 6, Fox; 2001 
winner: Dale Earnhardt Jr.) 

Laps run/points race: 200 in 
a 500-mile event, 160 ina 
400-mile event 

Qualifying record: Bill Elliott, 
210.364 mph (42.783 
sec.), 2/9/87 





Dover 
Downs Int'l 
Speedway 


Location: 1131 N. DuPont 


Hwy,, Dover, DE 19901 
Shape: Oval 
Distance: 1 mile 
Banking, turns: 24° 
Front straight: 1,076 feet 
Banking, straightaways: 9° 
Back straight: 1,076 feet 
Tickets: (800) 441-7293 
Seats: 140,000 
www.doverdowns.com 


NINSTON CUP TRAC 


In 2002: MBNA Platinum 400 
(June 2, FX; 2001 winner: 
Jeff Gordon), MBNA Amer- 
ica 400 (September 22, 
TNT; 2001 winner: Dale 
Earnhardt Jr.) 

Laps run/race: 400 ina 
400-mile event 

Qualifying record: Rusty 
Wallace, 159.965 mph 
(22.505 sec), 9/23/99 





Homestead- 

Miami 

Speedway 

Location: 1 Speedway Blvd., 
Homestead, FL 33035 

Shape: Oval 

Distance: 1.5 miles 

Banking, turns: 6° 

Front straight: 1,760 feet 

Banking, straightaways: 4° 

Back straight: 1,760 feet 

Tickets: (305) 230-7293 

Seats: 65,000 

www.homesteadmiami 
speedway.com 

In 2002: Miami 400 (Novem- 
ber 17, NBC; 2001 winner, 
Pennzoil Freedom 400: 
Bill Elliott) 

Laps run/race: 267 ina 
400.5-mile event 

Qualifying record: Steve 
Park, 156.440 mph 
(34.518 sec), 11/10/00 


Indianapolis 
Motor 
Speedway 
Location: 4790 W. 16th St, 
Indianapolis, IN 46222 
Shape: Quad-oval 
Distance: 2.5 miles 
Banking, turns: 9° 
Front straight: 625 miles 
Banking, straightaways: 0° 
Back straight: .625 miles 
Tickets: (800) 822-4639 
Seats: 250,000-plus 
http://my.brickyard.com 
In 2002: Brickyard 400 
(August 4, NBC; 2001 
winner: Jeff Gordon) 





Laps run/race: 160 ina 
400-mile event 

Qualifying record: Brett 
Bodine, 181.072 mph 
(49.704 sec.), 8/4/00 


Kansas | 

Speedway | 

Location: 400 Speedway | 
Blvd., Kansas City, KS 
66111 

Shape: Tri-oval 

Distance: 1.5 miles 





Banking, turns: 15° 
Banking, front straight: 10.4° 
Banking, back straight: 5° 
Tickets: (913) 328-7223 
Seats: 75,000 
www.kansasspeedway.com 
In 2002: Protection One 400 
(September 29, NBC; 
2001 winner: Jeff Gordon) 
Laps run/race: 267 ina 
400-mile event | 
Qualifying record: Jason 
Leffler, 176.499 mph 
(30.595 sec,), 9/28/01 





Las Vegas 

Motor 

Speedway 

Location: 7000 Las Vegas 
Blvd. North, Las Vegas, NV 
89115 

Shape: Tri-oval 


Distance: 1.5 miles 

Banking, turns: 12° 

Front straight: 2,275 feet 

Banking, front straight: 9° 

Back straight: 1,572 feet 

Banking, back straight: 3° 

Tickets: (800) 644-4444 

Seats: 132,000 

www.lvms.com 

In 2002: UAW-Daimler- 
Chrysler 400 (March 3, Fox; 
9001 winner: Jeff Gordon) 

Laps run/race: 267 ina ‘ 
400-mile event 

Qualifying record: Ricky 
Rudd, 172.563 mph 
(31.293 sec.) 3/3/00 


Lowe’s Motor 

Speedway 

Location: 5555 Concord 
Parkway South, Concord, 
NC 28026 

Shape: Quad-oval 

Distance: 1.5 miles 
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Banking, turns: 24° 

Front straight: 1,952.8 feet 

Banking, straightaways: 5° 

Back straight: 1,360 feet 

Tickets: (800) 455-3267 

Seats: 167,000 

www.lowesmotorspeed 
way.com 

In 2002: The Winston* 

(May 18, FX; 2001 winner: 
Jeff Gordon), Coca-Cola 
600 (May 26, Fox; 2001 
winner: Jeff Burton), UAW- 
GM Quality 500 (October 
13, NBC; 2001 winner: 
Sterling Marlin) 

Laps run/points race: 400 in 
a 600-mile event, 334 ina 
500-mile event 

Qualifying record: Dale 
Earnhardt Jr, 186.034 
mph (29.027 sec.), 
5/24/00 





Martinsville 

Speedway 

Location: US Business 220 
South, Martinsville, VA 
24112 

Shape: Oval 

Distance: 526 miles 

Banking, turns: 12° 

Front straight: 800 feet 

Banking, straightaways: 0° 

Back straight: 800 feet 

Tickets: (877) 722-3849 

Seats: 86,000 

www.martinsvillespeedway.com 

In 2002: Virginia 500 (April 
14, FX; 2001 winner: Dale 
Jarrett), Old Dominion 500 
(October 20, NBC; 2001 
winner: Ricky Craven) 

Laps run/race: 500 ina 
263-mile event 

Qualifying record: Tony 
Stewart, 95.371 mph 
(19.855 sec.), 9/29/00 


Michigan 

International 

Speedway 

Location: 12626 US Highway 
12, Brooklyn, MI 49230 

Shape: D-shaped oval 

Distance: 2 miles 


Banking, turns: 18° 

Front straight: 3,600 feet 
Banking, front straight: 12° 
Back straight: 2,249 feet 
Banking, back straight: 5° 
Tickets: (800) 354-1010 





Seats:136,373 

www.mispeedway.com 

In 2002: Michigan 400 (June 
16, Fox; 2001 winner, 
Kmart 400: Jeff Gordon), 
Pepsi 400 (August 18, 
TNT; 2001 winner: 
Sterling Marlin) 

Laps run/race: 200 in a 
400-mile event 

Qualifying record: Dale 
Earnhardt Jr, 191.149 mph 
(37667 sec.), 8/18/00 





New Hampshire 
International 
Speedway 
Location: 1122 Route 106 
North, Loudon, NH 03307 
Shape: Oval 
Distance: 1.058 miles 
Banking, turns: 12° 
Front straight: 1,500 feet 
Banking, straightaways: 2° 
Back straight: 1,500 feet 
Tickets: (603) 783-4931 
Seats: 91,000 
www.nhis.com 
In 2002: New England 300 
(July 21, TNT; 2001 win- 
ner: Dale Jarrett), New 
Hampshire 300 (Septem- 
ber 15, NBC; 2001 win- 
ner: Robby Gordon) 
Laps run/race: 300 in a 
317.4-mile event 
Qualifying record: Rusty 
Wallace, 132.089 mph 
(28.835 sec.), 7/7/00 


North Carolina 
Speedway 
Location: 2152 N, US High- 
way 1, Rockingham, NC 
28379 
Shape: Oval 
Distance: 1.017 miles 
Banking, turns: 22° (turns 1 
and 2), 25° (turns 3 and 4) 
Front straight: 1,300 feet 
Banking, straightaways: 8° 
Back straight: 1,367 feet 
Tickets: (910) 582-2861 
Seats: 60,113 
www.northcarolinaspeed 





way.com 
In 2002: North Carolina 400 
(February 24, Fox; 2001 
winner, Dura-Lube 400: 
Steve Park), Pop Secret 
Microwave Popcorn 400 


(November 3, TNT; 2001 
winner: Joe Nemechek) 
Laps run/race: 393 ina 
400-mile event 
Qualifying record: Rusty 
Wallace, 158.035 mph 
(23.167 sec.), 2/25/00 





Phoenix 

International 

Raceway 

Location: 7602 S. 115th 
Ave.,, Avondale, AZ 85323 

Shape: Oval 

Distance: 1 mile 

Banking, turns: 11° (turns 1 
and 2), 9° (turns 3 and 4) 

Front straight: 1,179 feet 

Banking, straightaways: 0° 

Back straight: 1,551 feet 

Tickets: (602) 252-2297 

Seats: 76,812 

www.phoenixinternational 
raceway.com 

In 2002: Checker Auto 
Parts 500 Presented by 
Pennzoil (November 10, 
NBC; 2001 winner: 
Jeff Burton) 

Laps run/race: 312 ina 
312-mile event 

Qualifying record: Rusty 
Wallace, 134.178 mph 
(26.830 sec.), 11/3/00 


Pocono 
Raceway 
Location: Long Pond Road, 
Long Pond, PA 18334 
Shape: Triangular 
Distance: 2.5 miles 
Banking, turns: 14° (turn 1), 
8° (turn 2), 6° (turn 3) 
Front straight: 3,740 feet 
Back straight: 3,055 feet 
Short straight: 1,780 feet 
Tickets: (800) 722-3929 
Seats: 100,000-plus 
www.poconoraceway.com 
In 2002: Pocono 500 (June 9, 
Fox; 2001 winner: Ricky 
Rudd), Pennsylvania 500 
(July 28, TNT; 2001 win- 
ner: Bobby Labonte) 
Laps run/race: 200 ina 
500-mile event 





Qualifying record: Tony 
Stewart, 172.391 mph 
(62.207 sec.), 7/21/00 








Richmond 

International 

Raceway 

Location: 600 E. Laburnum 
Ave., Richmond, VA 23222 

Shape: Oval 

Distance: .75 miles 

Banking, turns: 14° 

Front straight: 1,290 feet 

Banking, front straight: 8° 

Back straight: 860 feet 

Banking, back straight: 2° 

Tickets: (804) 345-7293 

Seats: 100,531 

www.rir.com 

In 2002: Pontiac Excitement 
400 (May 4, FX; 2001 
winner: Tony Stewart), 
Chevrolet Monte Carlo 400 
(September 7, TNT; 2001 
winner: Ricky Rudd) 

Laps run/race: 400 in a 
300-mile event 

Qualifying record: Jeff 

Gordon, 126.499 mph 

(21.344 sec,), 5/13/99 


Sears Point 

Raceway 

Location: Highways 37 and 
121, Sonoma, CA 95476 

Shape: Road course 

Distance: 2 miles 


| Turns: 10 (40 ft. wide) 


Tickets: (800) 870-7223 

Seats: N/A 

www.searspoint.com 

In 2002: Dodge/Save Mart 
350 (June 23, Fox; 2001 
winner: Tony Stewart) 

Laps run/race: 112 ina 
224-mile event 

Qualifying record: Rusty 
Wallace, 99.309 mph 
(70,652 sec.), 6/23/00 


Talladega 
Superspeedway 
Location: 3366 Speedway 
Blvd,, Talladega, AL 35160 
Shape: Tri-oval 
Distance: 2.66 miles 
Banking, turns: 33° 
Front straight: 4,300 feet 
Banking, front straight: 18° 
Back straight: 4,000 feet 
Banking, back straight: 2° 
Tickets: (256) 362-7223 








*Non-points event 






Seats: 143,000 


| www.talladegasuperspeed 


way.com 

In 2002: Talladega 500 (April 
21, Fox; 2001 winner: 
Bobby Hamilton), EA 
Sports 500 (October 6, 
NBC; 2001 winner: Dale 
Earnhardt Jr.) 

Laps run/race:188 ina 
500-mile event 

Qualifying record: Bill Elliott, 
212.809 mph (44.998 
sec,), 4/30/87 


Texas Motor 
Speedway 
Location: 3601 Highway 
114, Justin, TX 76247 
Shape: Quad-oval 
Distance: 1.5 miles 
Banking, turns: 24° 
Front straight: 2,250 feet 
Banking, straightaways: 5° 
Back straight: 1,330 feet 
Tickets: (817) 215-8500 
Seats: 154,861 
www.texasmotorspeed 
way.com 
In 2002: Radio Shack 500 
(April 7, Fox; 2001 
winner, Harrah's 500: 
Dale Jarrett) 
Laps run/race: 334 ina 
500-mile event 
Qualifying record: Terry 
Labonte, 192.137 mph 
(28.105 sec.), 3/31/00 





Watkins Glen 

International 

Location: 2790 County 
Route 16, Watkins Glen, 
NY 14891 

Shape: Road course 

Distance: 2.45 miles 





| Turns: 11 


Banking: Ranges from 6° to 
10° 

Tickets: (607) 535-2481 

Seats: N/A 

www.theglen.com 

In 2002: NASCAR Winston 
Cup at The Glen (August 
11, NBC; 2001 winner, 
Global Crossing @ The 
Glen: Jeff Gordon) 

Laps run/race: 90 ina 
220,5-mile event 

Qualifying record: 

Dale Jarrett, 122.697 mph 
(71.884 sec.), 8/10/01 
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Tony Stewart 
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NASCAR 2002 


KEY: starting position/race result; DNQ: did not qualify; N/A: did not attempt to make the field 








5/37 = 28/17 1/2 8/8 27/1 13/1 13/7 = 6/3 2/2 1/36 23/4 2/1 20/16 3/9 11/7 14/6 8/25 11/28 24/6 1/15 
36/26 27/33 25/5 13/3 9/17 11/26 10/27 18/1 33/4 33/7 11/5 7/8 8/41 37/2 . 22/5 10/7 : 22/19 “12/9 5/5 
1/39 = 9/9 37/17 10/16 8/2 16/25 15/1 17/9 = 12/16 3/32 26/8 19/5 26/10 3/17 31/34 48/11 5/5 28/2 6/2 
21/14 3/3 14/3 2/11 4/39 2/4 3/42 «5/4 26/7 9/1 4/3 8/3 19/39 23/26 21/3 37/8 | 4/21 37/85 2/13 
19/11 11/4 =| 9/1 37/41 6/12 1/31 17/37 7/6 27/34 16/4 1/12 18/30 4/2 10/25 16/9 31/4 18/41 33/8 3/10 
33/5 24/39 35/7 11/1 15/15 14/9 9/19 16/8 10/3 6/6 2/36 10/29 7/10 32/4 34/22 18/12 19/9 31/8 39/1 7/3 
24/7 = 21/13 23/43 22/6 37/4 5/43 14/17 9/5 4/22 2/5 15/11 11/4 24/7 =9/15 32/16 4/15 28/24 6/12 | 27/12 | 9/18 





13/1 36/11 29/9 12/2 36/10 27/12 12/12 24/14 18/17 8/3 3/1 22/33 9/4 2/27 6/1 30/37 21/15 17/15 1/7 8/24 
10/25 6/1 24/8 6/20 11/11 10/7 26/41 8/2 5/8 22/2 14/6 15/16 14/8 35/22 19/32 37/17 23/27 13/7 38/3 4/26 
30/8 32/18 10/11 18/36 22/16 22/2 16/16 22/15 23/6 4/9 22/21 26/11 37/5 24/5 33/3 3/1 38/18 19/4 34/10 12/17 
37/13 34/27 15/36 9/5 26/3 26/16 22/5 29/36 17/14 27/10 37/31 6/37 11/36 5/6 4/23 13/10 39/3 25/20 8/23 10/12 
9/18 18/6 2/18 3/7 25/22 15/15 25/8 31/37 13/20 19/19 38/32 23/6 8/9 13/7 14/9 29/19 9/34 16/24 2/22 13/9 
15/16 37/7 21/16 24/14 23/42 38/23 33/4 38/33 28/23 38/35 40/29 13/32 32/12 i 22/36 24/4 38/4 40/10. 21/27 23/17 +16/4 
2/4 26/20 31/20 34/38 19/6 12/41 37/33 14/12 37/1 5/12 25/33 36/41 26/3 11/3 18/21 / 33/13 25/6 / 10/13 4/5 17/42 
18/35 4/10 12/21 14/4 2/8 21/24 2/3 35/19 | 9/5 37/17 10/30 3/40 18/15 21/42 5/20 6/27 24/40 Ww 6/14 ; 14/22 
27/19 = 2/5 13/4 7/12 1/13 25/38 18/11 23/35 15/31 25/8 39/13 14/22 1/11 38/14 25/43. 32/31 17/26 34/18 30/40. 15/14 
40/6 8/37 38/33 39/24 41/38 3/6 31/34 12/20 11/9 39/14 41/2 25/12 10/40 14/24 29/35 40/24 4/5 23/33 41/4 ‘| 23/6 
34/38 22/30 4/29 29/29 39/27 30/36 35/28 15/23 21/15 23/13 17/10 24/15 36/31 16/13 2/5 17/36 $/22 37/39 19/27. 19/29 
39/15 12/29 8/22 4/17 40/28 32/19 38/20 11/22 8/10 17/23 13/18 28/26 34/14 20/11 28/31 10/18 12/19 38/42 40/31 20/39 
38/3 20/15 33/40 33/26 38/23 24/30 4/15 4/11 20/28 32/31 19/14 32/23 38/37 39/17 17/40 39/33 30/23 39/36 15/24 18/19 
12/33 33/21 20/38 20/10 7/9 40/35 1/2 39/38 7/1B 15/11 5/26 9/21 40/35 6/1 12/24 9/8 2/12 40/30 13/98 24/38 
14/21 35/12 34/37 15/22 24/40 35/28 41/6 28/18 14/19 14/26 42/35 21/10 41/41 10/29 31/30 20/28 6/14 14/6 3/41 25/11 
29/40 40/25 30/32 40/34 35/19 36/21 39/29 21/10 19/11 26/38 33/17 20/27 42/27 31/34 20/13 23/20 42/28 15/11 43/32 26/27 
22/2 39/22 18/28 23/19 14/25 23/18 7/36 40/39 25/36 41/20 27/39 41/38 21/18 34/19 30/37 26/23 14/21 8/2 5/26 29/40 
35/23 13/2 7/19 16/9 21/35 N/A 30/14 19/28 16/38 24/15 28/37 37/7 28/25 15/43 36/27 5/42 41/13 33/40 42/21. 21/7 
4/28 17/28 2/2 5/15 3/41 34/22 _G/10 34/17 30/25 7/27 18/9 5/43 29/24 41/25 26/39 1/14 3/20 2/3 22/20 32/16 
28/30 31/8 32/42 35/37 34/5 28/29 23/43 26/25 1/39 40/24 43/41 40/9 49/22 40/35 27/29 41/22 11/39 32/23 DNQ 27/21 
8/27 5/16 28/41 26/23 20/20 19/32 40/22 41/24 24/33 11/16 16/7 39/20 12/20 7/23 9/8 34/35 13/1 24/31 10/39 28/20 
31/12 (1/14 6/15 1/43 10/24 7/5 21/23. 10/32 31/40 12/18 9/15 27/42 2/17 1/12 21/41 11/29 43/41 12/17 14/16 34/31 
, 43/9 10/19 39/13 27/33 18/37 29/13 42/40 20/26 32/27 35/43 35/28 42/25 27/28 36/40 16/12 12/26 34/35 36/32 18/36 33/8 
7/22 23/23 17/23 28/27 30/14 9/14 5/26 42/21 6/21 20/30 29/19 12/39 31/26 27/33 7/34 2/39 16/29 3/22 35/25 30/36 
26/20 30/41 5/6 38/13 13/7 37/10 27/9 37/7 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
3/32 25/26 40/31 17/32 33/33 41/20 28/21 DNQ 22/42 13/22 12/24 4/34 16/32 43/16 1/11 15/21 26/36 20/43 9/18 37/34 
42/10 N/A 22/10 32/25 DNQ DNQ 32/35 27/31 39/12 29/42 34/23 29/19 39/34 12/8 38/18 24/2 20/32 29/26 31/13 22/33 
M17 38/32 9/39 25/18 16/18 39/3 19/13 30/16 3/13 30/29 7/42 38/36 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A__ N/A 
20/31 19/34 42/30 19/42 DNQ 33/33 24/38 25/13 29/28 43/39 24/16 31/13 5/13 30/21 40/10 35/32 15/16 28/29 7/19 36/35 
25/24 15/24 41/27 21/21 29/26 N/A 11/24 43/30 38/43 42/28 DNQ 1/28 33/43 42/37 41/15 36/41 35/30 7/10 DNQ 35/30 
DNQ 16/40 11/34 31/30 26/34 17/17 34/30 3/29 40/37 10/41 8/34 DNQ 35/38 17/18 42/38 8/30 32/31 DNQ DNQ 39/22 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 34/41. 28/21 6/22 35/17 3/23 37/20 15/6 7/11 1/2 -26/14_:16/28. 11/25 
23/41 7/42 N/A N/A N/A N/A 20/18 2/34 35/24 21/33 30/20 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
DNQ 43/38 43/24 41/39 43/36 N/A DNQ 36/43 “41/35 31/37 20/38 33/31 pNa 33/30 22/28 19/16 36/38 42/34 20/33 41/41 
DNQ 42/31 16/35 30/40 32/29 N/A 8/32 DNQ 36/32 DNQ 31/25 43/35 17/30 29/26 43/36 N/A N/A N/A 11/11. N/A 
17/29 DNQ 26/26 42/31 DNQ 18/39 36/25 DNQ 42/26 36/25 21/43 DNQ DNQ DNQ 8/33 28/43 22/43 43/16 32/30 42/23 
N/A 41/35 36/25 36/28 42/30 4/40 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 34/14 DNQ 28/38 39/19 42/7 27/37 N/A DNQ__ 31/1 
92/34 N/A 19/14 43/35 DNQ 43/27 43/39 32/41 43/30 34/34 DNQ DNQ N/A N/A DNQ 27/25 DNQ 41/38 DNQ 40/28 
6/43 14/43 N/A N/A 12/43 N/A 29/31 33/40 DNQ DNQ 36/40 16/18 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A_ON/A_— 28/33 N/A 35/14 43/38 33/17 27/35 29/15 38/37 
N/A 29/36 N/A N/A 31/21 N/A N/A 1/42 N/A 18/40 N/A N/A DNQ N/A N/A N/A N/A 9/9 ‘17/34. (N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A 5/31 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 17/2 4/19 N/A N/A 25/40 N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 20/8 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
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Feb. 16 
Feb, 23 
March 2 
March 16 
March 23 
April 6 
April 13 
April 20 
April 27 
May 3 
May 11 
May 19 
May 25 
June 1 
June 8 
June 15 
June 30 
July 5 
July 13 
July 20 
July 27 
Aug. 3 
Aug. 17 
Aug, 23 
Aug. 31 
Sept. 6 
Sept. 21 
Sept. 28 
Ociea2 
Oct. 19 
Oct. 26 
Nov. 2 
Nov. 9 
Nov. 16 








EAS/GNC LIVE WELL 300 Daytona International Speedway 
ROCKINGHAM 200 North Carolina Speedway 

SAM’S TOWN 300 Las Vegas Motor Speedway 
DARLINGTONRACEWAY.COM 200 Darlington Raceway 
CHANNELLOCK 250 Bristol Motor Speedway 

TEXAS 300 Texas Motor Speedway 

PEPSI 300 Nashville Superspeedway 

TALLADEGA 300 Talladega Superspeedway 


_ AUTO CLUB 300 California Speedway 


HARDEE’S 250 Richmond International Raceway 


_ BUSCH 200 New Hampshire International Speedway 


NAZARETH 200 Nazareth Speedway 
CARQUEST AUTO PARTS 300 Lowe's Motor Speedway 


MBNA PLATINUM 200 Dover Downs International Speedway 


NASHVILLE 300 Nashville Superspeedway 
KENTUCKY 300 Kentucky Speedway 
GNC LIVE WELL 250 The Milwaukee Mile 


NASCAR BUSCH SERIES 250 AT DAYTONA Daytona International Speedway 


HILLS BROS. COFFEE 300 Chicagoland Speedway 


| CARQUEST AUTO PARTS 250 Gateway International Raceway 


COLORADO 250 Pikes Peak International Raceway 


_ KROGER 200 Indianapolis Raceway Park 


MICHIGAN 250 Michigan International Speedway 

FOOD CITY 250 Bristol Motor Speedway 

SOUTH CAROLINA 200 Darlington Raceway 

NASCAR BUSCH SERIES 250 Richmond International Raceway 
MBNA AMERICA 200 Dover Downs International Soeedway 
MR. GOODCENTS 300 Kansas Speedway 

FALL BUSCH GRAND NATIONAL 300 Lowe's Motor Speedway 
SAM’S TOWN 250 Memphis Motorsports Park 

AARON’S 312 Atlanta Motor Speedway 

SAM’S CLUB 200 North Carolina Speedway 

PHOENIX 200 Phoenix International Raceway 

MIAMI 300 Homestead-Miami Speedway 


Kevin Harvick 


Jason Keller 


Mike McLaughlin 


TNT 
Fox 
FX 
FX 
FX 
Fox 
FX 
Fox 
Fox 
FX 
FX 
FX 
Fox 
FX 
FX 
FX 
FX 
FX 
NBC 
TNT 
NBC 
TNT 
TNT 
TNT 
TNT 
TNT 
TNT 
TNT 
TNT 
NBC 
TNT 
TNT 
NBC 





NBC 


Chevrolet 


Pontiac 
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DALE EARNHARDT JR. 
ON DALE EARNHARDT 
A CHAMPION'S SON 
TELLS HIS TALE OF 
TRIUMPH OVER 
TRAGEDY ON THE EVE OF 
THE DAYTONA 500 


READ THIS EXCLUSIVE 
INTERVIEW ONLY IN 
THE FEBRUARY 16 ISSUE OF 


(ON SALE FEBRUARY 11) 











GET BOTH DALE EARNHARDT 
AND DALE EARNHARDT JR. 


MISSED THIS ISSUE ON THE NEWSSTAND? 
LOGON T0 THE TY GUIDE STORE (shop.tvquide.com) 
OR CALL F-888-TYGUIDE 10 ORDER YOUR Copy TODAY! 











Steve Park 
Kenny Wallace 
Ryan Newman 
Rusty Wallace 
Mike Skinner 
Terry Labonte 
Mark Martin 
Casey Atwood 
Dale Earnhardt Jr. 
Bill Elliott 
Johnny Benson 
Brett Bodine 
Michael Waltrip 
Matt Kenseth 
Bobby Labonte 
Jeremy Mayfield 
Tony Stewart 
Elliott Sadier 
Ward Burton 
Hut Stricklin 
Jeff Gordon 
Jerry Nadeau 
Joe Nemechek 
Ricky Rudd 
Kevin Harvick 
Jeff Green 
Robby Gordon 
Ricky Craven 
Ken Schrader 
Sterling Marlin 
Jimmy Spencer 
John Andretti 
Buckshot Jones 
Kyle Petty 
Jimmie Johnson 
Bobby Hamilton 
Todd Bodine 
Dave Marcis 
Dave Blaney 
Dale Jarrett 
Rick Mast 

Kurt Busch 

Jeff Burton 


02 


O' oO OD No ia;s NO 


Chevrolet 
Chevrolet 
Ford 

Ford 
Chevrolet 
Chevrolet 
Ford 
Dodge 
Chevrolet 
Dodge 
Pontiac 
Ford 
Chevrolet 
Ford 
Pontiac 
Dodge 
Pontiac 
Ford 
Dodge 
Dodge 
Chevrolet 
Chevrolet 
Ford 

Ford 
Chevrolet 
Chevrolet 
Chevrolet 
Ford 
Pontiac 
Dodge 
Dodge 
Dodge 
Dodge 
Dodge 
Chevrolet 
Chevrolet 
Ford 
Chevrolet 
Ford 

Ford 

Ford 

Ford 

Ford 


Pennzoil 

Pennzoil 

Alltel 

Miller Lite 

Kodak 

Kellogg’s 

Viagra-Pfizer 

TBA 

Budweiser 

Dodge Dealers 

Valvoline 

TBA 

NAPA Auto Parts 
DeWalt Tools 

Interstate Batteries 
Dodge Dealers 

The Home Depot 
Motorcraft 

Caterpillar 

Hills Bros. Coffee 
DuPont 

UAW-Delphi Motorsports 
Kmart 

ChevronTexaco 

GM Goodwrench Service Plus 
AOL 

Cingular Wireless 

Tide 

M&M's Chocolate Candies 
Coors Light 

Target 

Cheerios 
Georgia-Pacific 

Sprint PCS 

Lowe's Home Improvement 
Schneider Electric 

Kmart 

Realtree 

Jasper Engines & Transmissions 
UPS 

TBA 
Sharpie-Rubbermaid 
Citgo Supergard 


Dale Earnhardt Inc. 


Dale Earnhardt Inc. 

Penske Racing 

Penske Racing 
Morgan-McClure Motorsports 
Hendrick Motorsports 
Roush Racing 

Evernham Motorsports—Ultra Motorsports 
Dale Earnhardt Inc. 
Evernham Motorsports 
MBV Motorsports-Valvoline 
Brett Bodine Racing 

Dale Earnhardt Inc. 

Roush Racing 

Joe Gibbs Racing 
Evernham Motorsports 

Joe Gibbs Racing 

Wood Brothers Racing 

Bill Davis Racing 

Bill Davis Racing 

Hendrick Motorsports 
Hendrick Motorsports 

Haas Carter Motorsports 
Robert Yates Racing 
Richard Childress Racing 
Richard Childress Racing 
Richard Childress Racing 
PPI Motorsports 

MB2 Motorsports 

Chip Ganassi Racing with Felix Sabates 
Chip Ganassi Racing with Felix Sabates 
Petty Enterprises 

Petty Enterprises 

Petty Enterprises 

Hendrick Motorsports 

Andy Petree Racing 

Haas Carter Motorsports 
Marcis Auto Racing 

Jasper Motorsports 

Robert Yates Racing 
Donlavey Racing 

Roush Racing 

Roush Racing 


TBA = Chief sponsor undecided at press time. 
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ACTION COLLECTABLES, THE CHOICE of CHAMPIONS 


For complete program information or to find the retail outlet nearest you call 


1.800.411.8404 


ACTION DISTRIBUTORS: CALIFORNIA MOTORSPORT DIRECT Retail: (800) 480-7302 Wholesale: (800) 748-5618 www.motorsportdirect.com * GEORGIA LAST LAP (888) 352-7852 wwwlastlap.com; RACE DAY COLLECTIBLES (800) 391-7321 
www.acedaycollectibles.com * INDIANA GEARHEADS, INC. (317) 295-3700 www.gearheadsindy.com * |OWA CLASSIC COUPE (800) 662-6873 www.classiccoupe.com * KENTUCKY TWIN HILLS (800) 210-8230 www-twinhills.com 

MAINE GOODWRENCH PRO SHOP (800) 884-3776 * MICHIGAN LANE AUTOMOTIVE (800) 772-2682 wwwlanecollectables.com MINNESOTA PRO MOTORSPORTS (800) 780-1988 www.promotorsports.com 

MISSOURI MOTORSPORTS MARKETING, INC. (816) 765-8500 Fax (616)765-1429 www.gomotorsports.com; R & R ENTERPRISES (636) 717-0001 Fax (636)717-0002 


PENNSYLVANIA BRICKEL'S RACING COLLECTIBLES (888) 705-0456 wwu.brickelsracing.com 
TENNESSEE MUSIC CITY MOTORSPORTS Retail: (888) 872-5900 Wholesale: (615) 385-5763 www.musiccitymotorsports.com ¢ TEXAS HOBBY MAKER Retail: (817) 267-0991 Wholesale: (888) 243-2235 www.hobbymaker.com 
VIRGINIA BASELINE SPORTS Wholesale: (800) 853-6625 www.bisports.com; RACE WORLD Retail: (757) 538-0481 Wholesale: (757) 539-0887 www.raceworld.com; WINNERS CIRCLE (540) 387-4458 www.winnerscircleinc.com 


All Drivers’ Names and/or Likent demarks, and Licenses used with permission or under license. NASCAR® is a registered trademark of The National A ar Auto Racing, Inc. 








Feb. 10 
Feb. 14 
Feb. 17 
Feb. 24 
March 3 
March 10 
March 17 
March 24 
April 7 
April 14 
April 21 
April 28 
May 4 
May 18 
May 26 
June 2 
June 9 
June 16 
June 23 
July 6 
July 14 
July 21 
July 28 
Aug. 4 
Aug. 11 
Aug. 18 
Aug. 24 
Sept. 1 
Sept. 7 
Sept. 15 
Sept. 22 
Sept. 29 
Oct. 6 
Oct. 13 
Oct. 20 
Ost27. 
Nov. 3 
Nov. 10 
Nov. 17 





| *BUDWEISER SHOOTOUT Daytona International Speedway 
_ *GATORADE 125s Daytona International Speedway 


DAYTONA 500 Daytona International Speedway 

NORTH CAROLINA 400 North Carolina Speedway 
UAW-DAIMLERCHRYSLER 400 Las Vegas Motor Speedway 
ATLANTA 500 Atlanta Motor Speedway 

CAROLINA DODGE DEALERS 400 Darlington Raceway 
FOOD CITY 500 Bristol Motor Speedway 

RADIO SHACK 500 Texas Motor Speedway 

VIRGINIA 509 Martinsville Speedway 

TALLADEGA 500 Talladega Superspeedway 

NAPA AUTO PARTS 500 California Speedway 

PONTIAC EXCITEMENT 400 Richmond International Raceway 
*THE WINSTON Lowe's Motor Speedway 

COCA-COLA 600 Lowe's Motor Speedway 

MBNA PLATINUM 400 Dover Downs International Speedway 


_ POCONO 500 Pocono Raceway 
| MICHIGAN 400 Michigan International Soeedway 


DODGE/SAVE MART 350 Sears Point Raceway 

PEPSI 400 Daytona International Speedway 

TROPICANA 400 Chicagoland Speedway 

NEW ENGLAND 300 New Hampshire International Speedway 
PENNSYLVANIA 500 Pocono Raceway 

BRICKYARD 400 Indianapolis Motor Speedway 

NASCAR WINSTON CUP AT THE GLEN Watkins Glen International 
PEPSI 400 Michigan International Speedway 


| SHARPIE 500 Bristol Motor Speedway 


MOUNTAIN DEW SOUTHERN 500 Darlington Raceway 
CHEVROLET MONTE CARLO 400 Richmond International Raceway 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 300 New Hampshire International Soeedway 


_ MBNA AMERICA 400 Dover Downs International Speedway 


PROTECTION ONE 400 Kansas Speedway 

EA SPORTS 500 Talladega Superspeedway 

UAW-GM QUALITY 500 Lowe’s Motor Speedway 

OLD DOMINION 500 Martinsville Speedway 

NAPA 500 Atlanta Motor Speedway 

POP SECRET MICROWAVE POPCORN 400 North Carolina Speedway 

CHECKER AUTO PARTS 500 PRESENTED BY PENNZOIL Phoenix International Raceway 


MIAMI 400 Homestead-Miami Speedway 


Sterling Marlin 


Rusty Wallace 


Kevin Harvick” 





_ TNT 
TNT 
NBC 
Fox 


Fox 
Fox 
Fox 
Fox 
Fox 
FX 

Fox 
Fox 


| FX 
_ FX 
_ Fox 
| FX 
_ Fox 


Fox 


| Fox 


Fox 


| NBC 
TNT 
"TNT 
| NBC 
| NBC 


TNT 


| TNT 
TNT 
TNT 
/ NBC 


TNT 

NBC 
NBC 
NBC 


| NBC 
| NBC 


TNT 
NBC 


| NBC 


Chevrolet 
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WORTH CANOY/VPS AUTOSTOCK 











ADAM PRETTY/ALLSPORT 


September 30, 2001, Kansas Speedway, Kansas City, Missouri 


&6September 11 shook the country, it shook our values and it shook our 
country to the core. | think we're incredibly blessed to be able to do something we love to do, 
which is drive race cars. Having said that—and it comes to the forefront now more 
than at any other time—all we do is entertainment. We're not out fighting wars. We’re not 
firemen or policemen. All we do is entertain, and if we can take 
the country’s mind off of what they're doing for three hours on a Sunday 
afternoon, then that’s good for us.JI —Kyle Petty 





There's a place at the fire for 

a new friend. A spot on the grill 

for another steak. And space in 
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evening will live with you forever. 
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1-888-Go RVing 
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